
 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES   
Wednesday, August 10, 2016 6:30 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room A of the McFarland Municipal 
Center by Chairperson Adrian. 
 
Committee Members Present: Trustees Jerry Adrian and Tom Mooney, and citizen members: 
Rich Staley, Ken Machtan, Kathy Lyons, and Barbara Zabawa 
 
Committee Member Absent: Sandy Bakk 
 
Staff Present: Emergency Management Director Chuck Dipiazza, Community Development 
Director Pauline Bonness (joined at 6:40) and Police Chief Craig Sherven 
 
Others Present:  Jim Joehsr (Vierbicher Associates Inc.), Bob Bourill (Bouril Design Studio), 
Kevin Wehner (KL Engineering), Kathleen Smith (5624 Lake Edge Road), Wendy Crone (5908 
Lake Edge Road), Mike Wokasch (5420 Bremer Road), Timothy Gill (5410 Bremer Road), Char 
& Egon Schulz (5414 Bremer Road), Lois & Larry Pfester (5724 Lake Edge Road), Stuart 
Allbaugh (5622 Lake Edge Road), Laus Barbar (5434 Bremer Road), John & Gail Poser (5822 
Lake Edge Road), Bonnie Albaugh (5622 Lake Edge Road), Debbie Nelson (5618 Lake Edge 
Road), Dale Wendling (5516 Bremer Road), Scott Smith (5624 Lake Edge Road), and Brett 
Riemen (2763 Tower Road). 

 
2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.   

Mike Wokasch, 5420 Bremer Road – Mr. Wokasch voiced concerns with the traffic study 
completed. He stated he believe the study significantly underestimated the amount of traffic that 
will result from the proposed development. He reported the study did not take into account the 
apartment complex is only currently half full, and noted an inaccuracy with the square footage of 
the restaurant. Mr. Wokasch stated he had difficulty with the fact there will be a 300% increase of 
residents with the new development; however, only a 24% increase in traffic will result. Mr. 
Wokasch voiced he believes the traffic study does not practically reflect what the impact will be 
after all of the units are full. 
 
Sue Smith, 5434 Bremer Road – Ms. Smith voiced concerns regarding the data used to conduct 
the traffic study. She noted data regarding the restaurant would be inaccurate due to the fact the 
Beachhouse did not have a lot of business in the couple years prior to closing. She also voiced 
concerns that occupants of the new apartment/condo complex will require multiple parking spaces 
as to the limited number proposed in the plans. She also expressed concern with parking on streets 
as a result of overflow from the restaurant and complex. She also disagreed with the conclusion in 
the study that traffic from the restaurant and complex will offset each other in terms of peak times.  
streets and peak times. 
 
The Public Safety Committee temporarily ceased public comment and moved to item a. to allow 
the traffic engineer the opportunity to provide a presentation on the traffic study to address some 
of the questions and misconceptions. 
 
After the presentation the Committee returned to public comment 

 

Katheen Smith, 5624 Lake Edge Road, appeared to request information regarding whether 

follow up is done by the engineering firm to compare conclusions from the study to the actual 

traffic impact after project completion. 

 



 

 

Mr. Wehner noted they are generally contracted to perform the study and are not contracted to 

do any follow up after 

 

Wendy Prone, 5908 Lake Edge Road, voiced concerns regarding cyclists and pedestrian 

traffic.  

 

Stuart Allbaugh, 5622 Lake Edge Road, voiced concerns regarding pedestrian and bicycle 

safety. Mr. Allbaugh asked additional questions regarding how the study was conducted. Mr. 

Allbaugh suggested the study was helpful but inadequate for the actual traffic that will result 

from the new development. 

 

Sue Smith, 5434 Bremer Road, Ms. Smith expressed concerns with speed issues present at the 

intersection currently. She reported a large number of bicyclist use Bremer Road instead of the 

bike path. She noted the traffic study focused on the difference between the current apartment 

and beachhouse restaurant as compared to the new development, but the study failed to 

address the safety issues in general of the area. 

 

Charlene Schulz, 5414 Bremer Road, voiced concerns with possible additional future 

development in the area will affect traffic and safety. She also spoke regarding preservation of 

the lake area as a highly trafficked area for pedestrians.  

 

Debbie Nelson, 5618 Lake Edge Road, voiced concerns that the proposed parking is 

inadequate and will turn into a safety issue when the roads are congested with parking. She 

also noted Fire/EMS may experience issues if the roads are congested with parking. 

 

Kris Sturman, didn’t identify address for record, noted he has lived in the area near the 

proposed development many years has never seen traffic problems. He recommended the 

Village consider installing a stop sign at the intersection.  
 

3.        STAFF REPORTS.   
a. Fire/EMS Department.   
 Chief Chris Dennis report that he did give a report to the Village Board regarding  
 DANECOM.  Dennis also reported on the hiring process of a new full-time employee.   

Additionally this is the time of year where more maintenance items are higher.  Dennis 
referred to the report included in the packet for further details.  

 
b. Police Department.   

Chief Craig Sherven reported that the officer that had previously been on long term disability 
officially resigned, leaving two vacancies.  There is an accepted offer from a recent candidate 
who will likely start at the end of the month.  However the current candidate list has been 
exhausted so a new recruitment process has been implemented for a November start date.  

 
McFarland Police Department participated in active shooter training in Monona Grove.  Extra 
attention was being given to the establishment of a warm zone in cooperation with Monona 
Fire and EMS units. 

 
McFarland Police Department has a received a positive response to developing an active 
shooter training in area churches with an ongoing planning to include area daycare facilities. 

 



 

 

Sherven is still working on security upgrades to the Municipal Building, the Library, and the 
Public Works Building.  A list of recommendations has been forwarded to the Village 
Administrator.  

 
On August 26th the Milwaukee Brewers host a Law Enforcement appreciation night. The 
Brewers Organization asked for a McFarland Police Officer to throw out the ceremonial first 
pitch in honor of Officer Ryan Copeland.   

    
c. Emergency Management.  
 Emergency Management Director Charles Di Piazza reported that warning sirens are reported 

working efficiently.   
 
 There will be a table top exercise with members of the tank farm community on September 

22nd, at the Municipal Center.  
 
 With the recent wave of warm temperatures and high humidity, Di Piazza has been working 

with McFarland Senior Outreach as well as McFarland Police Department to ensure those 
without an adequate ability to keep cool have a use of the Municipal Center during business 
hours.    

 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 

a. Review and possible approval of the draft Minutes of the July 13, 2016 Meeting.  
 No minutes were approved. 

 

5. BUSINESS. 

a. Review of future traffic patterns at Bremer Road, Larson Beach Road, and the Lake 

Edge Junction based on projected new growth. 

 Kevin Wehner, representative from KL Engineering, appeared to discuss the traffic study 

completed that the Lake Edge Junction completed by his firm regarding parking and traffic 

projections for the proposed new development on the site. They look at the amount of unit or 

the amount of square footage whichever seems more prevalent to the land use. They were 

unaware the apartment complex wasn’t fully occupied. They then estimated how many 

additional trips the new development would generate. They did not evaluate operations at any 

of the intersections.  

 

They concluded after performing the study, only estimating 116 trips would be added, this is a 

vehicle traveling in one direction while entering or exiting the site, no more than 12 trips 

would be added during peak hours, the proposed parking would be consistent with what is 

required based on the parking requirements generated by the ITE parking generation rates. 

 

He noted the manual does distinguish different rates by proposed uses. They did factor in the 

proposed use are condos as opposed to an apartment complex.  

 

The space above the Beachhouse was previously rented; this was not factored into the study. It 

would have been more advantageous for them to include it in the square footage but it would 

overestimate the actual number of trips for the Beachhouse. 

 

Lack of sidewalks an issue. 

 

Question on how many cars are going to be necessary for the residential portion. Questions 

with the number of units, the number of cars, and the traffic they are projecting. The Plan 



 

 

Commission has not reviewed the satellite parking portion yet. Will people use the satellite 

parking, or will they park on the street. 

 

 

Consider more than the intersection. Need to consider Bremer and Lake Edge, because that 

traffic funnels into the intersections. 

 

Chief Sherven, ask KL and, based on assumptions that the apartment complex full and it is 

possible they overestimated the current Beach House traffic. Can they go back, and recalculate 

based on the updated information. Explore replicating the traffic with additional factors such 

as pedestrians, bicyclists, etc. Walgreen’s traffic. There are too many additional variables. 

 

Pauline noted the study is based on the apartment being full, and the square footage of the 

restaurant and that the restaurant is operational. The question is, are we going beyond what 

that intersection is built to handle? Can they add factors such as a stop sign, or is the 

recommendation that the proposed use is just too much for what that intersection can handle. 

Traffic signals can actually increase traffic. What are these streets designed to accommodate. 

Is this street as it’s constructed, width, signalization. Is that appropriate for the amount that 

will be increasing.  

 

The safety committee should look at the intersection, are there ways for traffic to get through 

the intersection safer than what is. Is it a stop sign?  

 

Noted the bike path may cause increased traffic in this area. The path is not signed for bikes to 

go down Bremer, but bicyclists may go off path because of the additional scenic 

 

Options: 

Stop signs 

Speed bumps 

No through traffic 

Lower the speed limit (15 on lake edge) 

Restricting parking on the streets 

Put a runner for a bike path along the area 

Installation of sidewalks on one side 

 

Explore the entrance to the new development (public works and engineers recommend the 

entrance line up for safety reasons) 

 

Committee representatives will sit down with staff to further discuss options for consideration 

at the next PSC meeting. 

 

b. Brian Spanos of Spanrie Property Group regarding zoning and the site plan for 5401 

Paulson Road. 

 Adrian reported that the Spanrie Group met with public works and re-designed the property, 

largely due to safety concerns.  Referring to the handout in the committee packet, Adrian 

pointed out that one of the driveways was designated “one way-out” only based on concerns of 

the street junction. Vision lines were also improved.   

 

 Dennis requested a scale copy for determining accessibility for fire equipment.  Chief Dennis 

will report back to the committee.  



 

 

 

 The committee felt the project could move forward, taking in to account any further findings 

from Dennis.  

 

c. Discussion on possible new policy for reviewing and approving Alcohol Operator’s 

Licenses.   

 Adrian distributed a policy for determining the procedure for the denial of alcohol operator 

license.   

  1)  Review letter from Chief Sherven regarding Operator License violation. 

 Adrian referred to packet material regarding an operator application.  Motion by 

Zabawa, seconded by Lyons and carried unanimously by consent to deny an operator 

license to Anthony Michael Hall.   

 

d. Review changes needed per Wis. Stats. §349.21(1)(2) Authority to regulate school bus 

warning lights. 

 Sherven commented on a recent state law change requiring school buses equipped with amber 

lights to use those “warning” lights prior to activating the flashing red lights.  Sherven stated 

that normally Municipal Ordinances follow State Statue, but in this particular case, Village 

Municipal Code has specific language regarding the use of school bus warning lights and that 

language needs to be amended.  Motion by Machtan, seconded by Zabawa to recommend to 

the Village Board changes in the language in the Village of McFarland Municipal Code of 

Ordinances needed per Wis. Stats. §349.21(1)(2).  

 

e. Discussion regarding the installation of flashing lights for the McFarland High School on 

Farwell Street.  

 Sherven reported that the McFarland School Board would be willing to do cost share on the 

installation of warning lights at the crosswalk in front of the McFarland High School.  A quote 

submitted to the School District was distributed.  The LED units would be solar powered and 

and self-contained.  Motion by Machtan, seconded by Zabawa, and carried unanimously by 

consent, to recommend to the Village Board the installation of up to 3 flashing crosswalk 

warning lights with the cost of purchase and installation to be shared with the McFarland 

School District.  

 

f. Discussion on safety when biking and walking at night. 

   This item was tabled. 

 
6.   ADJOURNMENT.  Motion by Machtan, seconded by Mooney and carried unanimously by 

consent  to adjourn the August 10th meeting of the Public Safety Committee at 8:37 p.m. 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 


