
VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

October 26, 2016 
 
1. Call to Order. 
 

Trustee Mary Pat Lytle called the October 26, 2016 meeting of the Finance Committee to 
order at 6:34 p.m. in the Community Room of the McFarland Municipal Center. 

 
Members present: Trustee Mary Pat Lytle, Thomas Mooney; citizen members Rod Clark, 
Bob Severance, Clifford Strelow, and Chuck Mulcahy. 
 
Members absent:  Citizen members Derik Bingner, John Daugherty, and Trish Howen 

 
Staff present: Finance Director Kelsy Boyd and Village Administrator/Treasurer Matt 
Schuenke. 

 
2. Review and possible action of draft minutes from September 28, 2016 meeting. 
 

A motion was made by Mooney, seconded by Strelow, and unanimously carried by the 
Finance Committee to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 
28, 2016.  Lytle abstained. 

 
3. Presentation, discussion, and possible action to make a recommendation to the Village 
Board regarding the proposed 2017 Budget for the General and Capital Projects Fund(s). 
 

The Administrator/Treasurer provided a review of the proposed 2017 Budget as it has 
thus far been presented to the Village Board for the General and Capital Projects Fund(s).  
The General Fund thus far is proposed with an increase of $217,854 or 4.15% compared 
to 2016 in order to support the core services.  The Capital Projects Fund was presented 
at $6,768,713 in order to support an active capital program in 2017 with some of the 
larger projects including the reconstruction of Holscher Road, Phase II of County MN, 
almost $1 million in additional general paving, study of facility needs, small improvements 
to various facilities, replacement of a Fire apparatus, completion of branding initiative, 
and several improvement projects within a variety of parks.  As presented, the 2017 
Budget for next year will raise the tax levy by $185,379 or 3.38%; however, due to the 
Village’s growth as of January 1, 2016 the tax rate will remain at the same level as 2016 
at $7.22 per thousand dollars of value. 

 
The Committee reviewed and discussed the proposed budget while comparing it to the 
standards in order to qualify for the expenditure restraint program offered by the State.  
If the Village is able to stay under 0.93% in General Fund growth according to the State’s 
formula with our 2017 Budget, then we would be eligible for just over $120,000 in 



payments.  The proposed 2017 Budget is an increase of nearly 4.5% due to our growth 
and need to expand operations at a higher rate than the metric used by the State.  The 
Committee encouraged the Village Board to transition out of ERP program by 2018 as the 
longer term impact of maintaining compliance is likely to harm our ability to fund 
operational needs as we continue to grow.  Further, it was desirable by the Committee 
for a portion of the transition out of ERP in 2017 to be absorbed with the additional 
$185,379 in tax levy if the tax rate could remain at a no increase for next year. 

 
4. Adjournment. 
 
A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Mooney, and unanimously carried by the Finance 
Committee to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Matthew G. Schuenke 
Village Administrator/Treasurer 


