
 

 

Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee 

Meeting Minutes – DRAFT  

November 11, 2016 

 

1. Call to Order. 

Chair Kolk called the November 17, 2016 meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Natural 

Resources Committee to order at 7:01 p.m. in the new Lewis Park Shelter on Highland 

Drive McFarland, Wisconsin. 

 

Members Present: Dan Kolk, Clair Utter, Judy Sauer, Jacob Schkirkie, Chuck 

Rolfsmeyer, Jacob Tisue, Darrel Waldera, Rick Ruecking, and John Feldner.  

 

Members Absent: Greg Smith, Kate Barrett, 

 

Staff Present: Assistant Public Works Director Jim Hessling. 

 

Others Present: Steve Dincle 

 

2. Public Comments 

None 

 

3. Review and possible approval of draft minutes of the Parks, Recreation, and 

Natural Resources Committee meeting of October 20, 2016. 

Motion by Clair Utter, second Jacob Tisue, to approve the draft minutes of the Parks, 

Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee meeting of October 20, 2016. Motion 

carries 9-0 by acclamation. 

 

4. Business 

a. Discussion on grant funds for replacement of McFarland dock on Jaeger 

Road. 

While the property is owned by the WI DNR, the Village is responsible for 

upkeep and maintenance. Assistant Public Work Director Jim Hessling reported 

the Village is looking into replacement of the dock on Jaegar Road. There are a 

couple different grants the project may be eligible for. He noted one of the grants; 

the Knowles-Nelson stewardship program would possibly require an amendment 

to the parks and open space plan. The current outdoor plan does not refer to the 

actual dock structure. The committee requested clarification from the attorney on 

whether an amendment is needed to the plan. 

 

The committee discussed while there is a boat launch at the site, the main focus is 

replacement of the dock. 

 

Motion by Jacob Tisue, second by Clair Utter, to move to task the public works 

department with further research on grants that reference the parks and open space 

plan to see if it needs to be amended, to leave the boat launch as is and research 

the canoe and kayak launch. Motion carries 9-0 by acclamation. 



 

 

 

 

b. Discussion on flooding the hockey rink at Lewis park for the 2016-2017 

season. 

The committee discussed whether or not the hockey rink at Lewis Park should be 

flooded for the 2016-2017 season. While the grass has begun growth, there is a 

possibility if flooded for the whole winter, the Village may need to start over in 

the spring. 

 

Steve Dincle, representative from the McFarland Hockey Association, spoke in 

favor of flooding the hockey rink at Lewis Park for the 2016-2017 season. He 

noted in the event the grass does not come back, the association is more than 

willing to help both physically and financially assist in the repair of grass in the 

spring. 

 

Motion by Chuck Rolfsmeyer, second by Clair Utter, to flood the hockey rink for 

the 2016-2017 season with the understanding the Hockey Association will support 

the re-seeding and maintenance as necessary in the Spring. Motion carries 9-0 by 

acclamation. 

 

c. Discussion on policy/ordinance for naming and recognition of Village Parks 

and facilities.  

The committee discussed the policy/ordinance for naming and recognition of 

Village Parks and facilities. Changes included clarification that the policy does 

not conflict with the Wisconsin Geographic Names council, and discussion on 

simplification and condensing of the policy. Committee members were instructed 

to review the policy and submit any changes to Chair Kolk for discussion at the 

next meeting. 

 

d. Discussion and review of fee schedule. 

The committee discussed item d. and e. together. 

 

e. Discussion on Lewis Park operation Policy 

The Committee agreed to raise the deposit for Lewis Park to $200, but did not 

support raising the rental fee. They noted the fee was already raised prior to the 

construction in preparation for the new shelter. 

 

The Committee emphasized the new shelter is a public property paid for with 

public funds and that should be considered with the operational policy. The 

Committee agreed the outside bathroom hours of operation shall be from 7:00 

a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Inside the shelter will be open when the shelter is rented or a 

volunteer is available to man the shelter. They noted this will be a work in 

progress. If issues begin to arise, the policy will be changed accordingly. Public 

Works shall have the authority to designate when the doors are allowed to be kept 

open for rentals weather dependent.  

 



 

 

Motion by Dan Kolk, second by Chuck Rolfsmeyer, accept the shelter operation 

document and recommendations from public works with the understanding that 

there will not be an increase in the shelter fees from the current fee structure for 

Lewis Park and that the roll up doors remain open during the hours the shelter is 

open during the summer. Motion carries 9-0 by acclamation. 

 

5. STAFF REPORT 

Assistant Public Works Director Hessling provided an update on items that been 

accomplished in the parks over the last month. 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Rolfsmeyer, second by Utter, to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

 Cassandra Suettinger, Village Clerk/Deputy Treasurer 

 

 

 


