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McFarland Police Department

March 2016 Monthly Report
Introductory Information
As observed on the attached Call Summary Report, the McFarland Police Department logged 494 cases in March.  This is compared to 543 cases for the same time period in 2015.  Cases of interest for the month were: seven intoxicated drivers, six domestic disturbances, six disturbances,  three juvenile complaints,  five thefts, eleven traffic accidents, fifty-two EMS/Fire assists, and responded to four alarms.  Officers also logged 198 traffic incidents during this month.  

Cases of Interest
03/04/2016 Officers were dispatched to the area of the new subdivision off of Holscher Road for a vehicle crash.  Officers arrived on scene and made contact with the driver of the vehicle whom was injured.  Officers learned the vehicle had struck a sign on the west side of the road and came to a stop.  The vehicle then appeared to have backed up at a high rate of speed, crossed Holscher Road, and left the roadway once again on the east side of the road.  The vehicle continued to travel east bound in reverse and drove off of two rock retaining walls.  The vehicle came to a stop at the base of the walls near a home that was under construction.  The driver was found to be under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs.  The driver was charged with operating a motor vehicle while under the influence-5th offense, operating after revocation, and violation of a restriction on a driver’s license. The driver was booked into the Dane County Jail. Blood test results are still pending.
03/26/2016 Officers were dispatched to the 4800 block of Dale Street for a domestic related incident.  Officers arrived on scene and learned the male suspect had fled to a neighboring apartment.  Officers interviewed the female victim and found out the suspect had punched her several times in the head and took her phone, preventing her from calling for help.  The suspect was eventually located nearby and arrested for domestic related battery and intimidation of a victim.  The suspect was booked into the Dane County Jail.
03/28/2016 An officer on routine patrol observed a suspicious vehicle parked on Lexington Street.  The vehicle was occupied by two subjects.  The officer made contact with the occupants and could smell the odor of burnt marijuana.  A search was conducted of the vehicle and evidence was found of drug use.  The driver was eventually taken into custody and charged with possession of marijuana with intent to deliver, possession of drug paraphernalia, carrying a concealed weapon, misdemeanor bail jumping, and a warrant.  The driver was booked into the Dane County Jail.



Staffing Report
· The patrol officer that began medical leave in early December and suffered a setback that required an additional surgery will return to active duty on April 6th.
· A dayshift patrol officer is currently on medical leave that may extend into the month of June.
· Our current recruitment process to fill the three vacancies continues.  To date:
· A final offer of employment was made to and accepted by Officer Malcolm Haag, who was officially sworn in on March 2nd and is currently in the field training process.  Officer Haag comes to us with prior experience as a Deputy Sheriff with the Winnebago Co. Sheriff’s Office.  We anticipate his field training to be completed in May.
· A final offer of employment was made to and accepted by Officer Anthony Craft, who will be officially sworn in in the near future and subsequently assigned to a field training officer.  Officer Craft comes to us with prior experience as a Deputy Sheriff with the Sawyer Co. Sheriff’s Office.  We anticipate his field training to be completed in June.
· A conditional offer of employment has been made to a third candidate, whose pre-employment background investigation is currently underway.  This third candidate, if indeed a final offer of employment is proffered, likely will not start until late May due to availability of field training officers.

Equipment Report
· The department has installed two video cameras in the evidence room so as to provide greater accountability, as well as to protect those tasked with evidence handling duties.

Training Report
· Lt. Redman attended “Preparing for Tragedy” training at the Madison Police Department training facility.
· Officer Barnier attended “Sensitive Crime Interviewing” at Waukesha County Technical College.
· Officer Onken attended “Field Training Officer” at Waukesha County Technical College.
· Officer Jacobsen attended “Taser Instructor Recertification” training at the Middleton Police Department.
· Officer Schroeckenthaler attended “Radar Certification” hosted by the McFarland Police Department.
· Officer Job attended K-9 training in Campbellsport, WI and “Instructor Recertification” training at Blackhawk Technical College.
· Chief Sherven spoke on the topic of Line of Duty Deaths at the 2016 Attorney General’s Summit on Public Safety in March.



Budget Report
· Despite continuing staffing shortages and the costs associated with two holiday payouts (New Year’s Day and MLK Jr. Day), preliminary estimates show that we managed to end the month exactly within budget in terms of overtime expenditures.
· I am anticipating an overage in the overtime budget account due to unanticipated staffing shortages, and uniform budget accounts this year, as we will be hiring at minimum three and possibly four officer positions that were unanticipated at the time the budget was approved in 2015.  These hires will require additional expenditures of roughly $ 3,000 per officer.

Other Information
· The department is currently working on its Officer Copeland Memorial Wall inside of the police department.  On this wall, several items and mementos will placed in remembrance of Officer Copeland.  We intend to hold an open house for public viewing once it is complete.  A photo of the progress to date is below.  
[image: C:\Users\csherven\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\76QE5AVQ\20160325_152610.jpg]
· Plans to travel as a department to the National Law Enforcement Memorial Ceremony in May of 2016 are well underway.  We will likely contract Dane Co. Sheriff’s Deputies to cover a few open shifts while staff attends the ceremonies.  This will be paid for out of funding raised through the Bowling for Boris event.
· The department will present various officer awards at the April 11th, 2016 Village Board meeting.  Committee and Commission members, as well as officer’s families are invited to attend.
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