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Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
January 21, 2016 

 
 

1. Call to order.   
 
Chair Kolk called the January 21, 2016 meeting of the Parks, Recreation and 
Natural Resources Committee to order at 7:01 pm in the Community Room of the 
McFarland Municipal Center. 
 
Members Present:  Chair Dan Kolk, Kate Barrett, John Feldner, Chuck 
Rolfsmeyer, Rick Ruecking, Judy Sauer, Jacob Schkirkie, Greg Smith, Clair Utter 
and Darrel Waldera 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Allan Coville, Linda Dieckhoff and Eric Rindfleisch 
 
Others Present:  Katie Gletty-Syoen 
 

2. Public Comments.  None 
 

3. Review and possible approval of draft Minutes of the Parks, Recreation, 
and Natural Resources Committee meeting of December 17, 2015. 
 
Motion by Barrett, second by Utter, to approve the minutes of the December 17, 
2015 meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Committee with 
modifications.  Motion carried 10-0 by acclamation. 
 

4. Presentation by Katie Gletty-Syoen regarding the accomplishments and 
status of the McFarland Community Garden. 
 
Katie Gletty-Syoen had a power point presentation.  Handout of presentation 
placed on file. 
 
The Community Garden Committee would like help from Village staff for the 
following: 
 

 Turning on/off water line and maintain any leaks 

 Gravel delivery/dispersal in spring 

 Wood chip delivery in spring 

 Flipping compost mounds – monthly 

 Mowing garden area only 

 Construction of berm 

 Post hole digging for fencing around composting animal manure 

 Signage cost share and possible installation 
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 Removal of milk weed from invasive/prohibited plants list (for Library 
Butterfly Garden) 

 Provide guidelines for structure specifications for a shelter to align with 
permitting process 

 
Kolk indicated that there have been remarkable accomplishments of the 
Community Garden Committee and their volunteers.  The garden has had 
substantial community involvement and support.  The community should be 
made aware of these accomplishments.   
 

5. Review and possible recommendation to Village Board to renew 
Community Garden agreement. 
 
It was asked if there were any questions or comments on the current contracts.  
Eric Rindfleisch did not see a problem with the existing language in the 
agreements and felt this committee could recommend approval of a 5 year 
extension. 
 
In regard to the request for help from Village staff, Coville indicated that staff 
should be able to help with the water, gravel delivery, wood chip delivery, flipping 
compost mounds, mowing garden area, construction of berm and post hole 
digging. 
 
Kolk indicated that signage does not need approval since it is in the signage 
budget.  The sign design should include recognition of the UCC and Friends of 
the McFarland Parks.  Katie will check with the school and see if a class can 
come up with a design. 
 
Motion by Utter, second by Barrett, to recommend to the Village Board to renew 
a 5 year term Community Garden agreement, accept the help of Public Works 
staff and approve a sign for the Community Garden. 
 
For the agenda next month include review and possible recommendation to the 
Village Board to remove milk weed from the current ordinance.  
 

6. Continue discussion and possible action regarding park utilization policies. 
 
Motion by Kolk, second by Smith, to approve the Regular Park Policy with 
recommended changes in item 8.  Motion carried 10-0 by acclamation. 
 

7. Update and discussion on Lewis Park shelter project. 
 
The bids are going out next month.  Staff will have the bid results at the next 
meeting to make a recommendation to the Village Board to award the contract.  
Completion dates will be by the end of September.   
Lewis Park will have a porta potty installed this year or perhaps two.  
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8. Update on agility equipment to the dog park. 

 
Judy Sauer met with Roman Andrew, an Eagle Scout, about the location, types 
of equipment and materials to be used to install agility equipment in the dog park.  
Would like to have signage next to the agility equipment which states “For dogs 
only”.  Roman Andrew can’t start the work until after school is out.  Sauer will get 
a plan together for review.  The work will be completed this summer. 
 

9. Public Works Director update.  Placed on file. 
If weather allows we will try to burn two wood piles that are in the Marshwoods 
Park and the Apple Orchard.  The hockey boards were put up by the Hockey 
Association.   
 

10. Adjournment.  Motion by Utter, second by Smith, to adjourn at the meeting at 
9:08 p.m.  Motion carried 10-0 by acclamation. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Linda L. Dieckhoff 
Public Works/Utilities Clerk 


