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McFarland, WI – Millions of ash trees are dying across the region from the emerald ash borer (EAB). The Emerald ash 

borer was most recently discovered on the northern edge of McFarland.  Based upon this most recent discovery, the remainder 

of ash trees in the Village are at risk.  You may remember the first Dane County infestation was found in northern Madison in 

2013. The county has been under a firewood quarantine since then. 

 

EAB was first found in Wisconsin in 2008 in Washington County. The harmful effects of EAB begin when adults lay eggs on 

the bark of ash trees in mid to late summer. When the eggs hatch a week or two later, the larvae burrow under the bark for the 

winter and eat the wood, destroying the tree's ability to take up nutrients and water. In summer, the adults emerge through D-

shaped holes in the bark. 

 

The Village of McFarland approved an EAB Management Plan in 2012 and updated the plan in 2013. For several years, 

McFarland has adopted a proactive approach to address the issue of EAB.  Some of those items includes but are not limited 

too: 

• Removing approximately 500 ash trees in parks and street side terraces. 

• Chemically treating approximately 50 quality ash trees to prevent infestation. The chemical treatment is good for two 

years.  The first treatment started in 2014 and second treatment will commence in 2016. 

• The Village planted approximately 90 new trees in 2015 with a plan to plant another 90 – 100 trees in 2016. 

 

The Village does not evaluate the condition of  private ash trees. Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection (DATCP) recommends that property owners who have ash trees in quarantined counties: 

• Keep a close watch on ash trees for signs of possible EAB infestation: Thinning in the canopy, D-shaped holes in the 

bark, new branches sprouting low on the trunk, cracked bark and woodpecker’s damage. 

• Consider whether to treat or remove your ash trees. Doing nothing will eventually result in a dead tree. Factors to 

consider include your personal attachment/value of the tree, its age, size, and number of ash trees in your yard. 

Treatment costs vary depending on size of the tree and whether you do the treatments yourself or hire a professional. 

• Consider planting different species of trees that are not susceptible to EAB. 

• Call a professional arborist for expert advice. It is important to be sure you are working with qualified contractors. 

Ensure they have appropriate insurance and worker’s compensation coverage. We recommend searching for an ISA 

Certified Arborist: http://www.isa-arbor.com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx 

 

 

For more information on EAB see: http://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/ 
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