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Infroduction

Schreiber/Anderson Associates (SAA) and the Village of McFarland’s Urban Forestry
Committee collaborated to complete this Concept Plan for aesthetic improvements
within the Highway 51 (Hwy. 51) Corridor. Completion of a Master Concept Plan for
this important corridor was recommended in the Village’'s Comprehensive Plan. The
Hwy. 51 Corridor is over two and one-half miles long and exhibits a wide mix of uses
and aesthetics. The corridor poses an array of complex issues and challenges that
need to be addressed in order for final implementation to be successful.

Terminal Drive and Triangle Street were also included in the Hwy. 51 Concept Plan
study area. These two flanking streets hold much of McFarland's industrial
development and were some of the more challenging areas to address. The
Committee actively involved the community to gain consensus on design alternatives.
Two issues that were high on the priority lists for both the Urban Forestry Committee
and the community were to develop a unique identity for McFarland and to try to
disguise, screen or block the existing oil storage tanks along the corridor.

Project Area

The Urban Forestry Committee defined the project area as all of Hwy. 51 from Voges
Road to the southern entrance sign at the Yahara River Bridge. Terminal Drive and
Triangle Street from Siggelkow Road to Voges Road are also included. The project
study area is broken up into two phases. Phase 1 includes the area from the
southern entrance sign up to Larson Beach Road, and Phase 2 is the area from
Larson Beach Road to Voges Road.
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Opportunity Analysis

To better understand the corridor and to structure the development of design patterns for the project, an opportunity analysis was completed. SAA
first inventoried existing elements such as pedestrian and vehicle patterns, vegetation patterns, overall aesthetics of the project area, views in and
out of the corridor, topography, surrounding impacts on the corridor, and the natural systems that carry through the area. These existing elements
were then evaluated regarding their impact and influence on the project area. Finally, SAA identified potential and unique design opportunities that
these existing conditions offered. The resulting opportunity analysis helped guide the rest of the concept planning process.
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Design Process

The first step in the design process was to meet with the Urban
Forestry Committee to discuss their vision and ideas for the corridor.
This meeting enabled SAA to clarify the key issues that the
committee wanted to address and helped the committee to identify
a list of potential design themes for the corridor.

A Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) representative
attended this meeting and provided valuable information to assist
the design team in developing a Concept Plan. Existing and
upceming projects and design studies that will affect the Village and
impact implementation of the corridor concept designs were
highlighted.

DOT Studies of the Hwy. 51 Corridor

* Stoughton Road Study

« Improve Traffic Flow

* EIS in progress

* Sensitivity Modeling

* Hwy. 138 near Stoughton to Hwy. 14 bypass
« CTH B to Hwy. 14 bypass

+ Bicycle/Pedestrian Systems

The DOT representative also answered questions about what design
options are permitted by current DOT standards. The DOT
Representative also requested agency review of plan concepts as
they were developed.

DOT's Standards and Recommendations

+ Maintain “Clear Zones” based on speed limits
* Need permits for anything in right-of-way

* Shrubs - Tend to collect trash

* Trees - Set-backs from roadway

+« Maintenance

+ Native Plantings are recommended

+ Widening not currently recommended

+ Speeds to remain as they currently are

« Alignment to remain as is

Following the kick-off meeting, a public open house was organized to
solicit input and design opinions from community members,
stakeholders, Urban Forestry Committee members and Village staff.
SAA described the existing conditions, the project area, findings from
the opportunity analysis, results from the start-up meeting, and
comments from the DOT. SAA then lead the attendees in a question
and answer session to develop a more thorough list of potential
design and identity themes.

The following is a list of design themes that were developed from
discussions at the start-up meeting and open house:

Environmental aspects - lakes, wetland
Lake community

Nature theme

Bird City

Gazebho @ park

Architecture from library

Small village feel

Family

Sports: soccer, curling, fishing, baseball
Pedestrian/bike friendly

Sophisticated yet informal and friendly
Not too historic

Summer cottage - resort
Contemporary

Mixed-use - Lakefront

Indian Mounds

Rail aspects - historic museum
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Phase | Concepts

Proposed improvements to the Phase | portion of the project are to add a sidewalk or bicycle/pedestrian path on both sides of the street. The J
sidewalk will define a terrace area which will hold short grasses and perennial accent bands. Ornamental pedestrian lights will be placed at

equidistant spacing in the center of the terrace. Double-headed ornamental roadway lights will be placed in the center of the median to compliment

the pedestrian lights and to help fulfill light level requirements for this section of road. The central median will have the grass removed and paved

with either pavers or stamped colored concrete. Accent cross bands of colored concrete will be added to the medians to emphasize the design

theme. Ornamental trees will be planted in the terrace and stretching onto adjacent properties translating into repeating bands that continue across

the street. Deciduous street trees will be placed at intervals in the center of the terrace to compliment the pedestrian lights.
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Phase Il Concepts

Phase Il continues to emphasize the lake bottom design theme while maintaining existing landscape plantings. The existing native grasses along
both sides of Hwy. 51 will be added to and organized in an undulating curve layout. This will not only highlight the indigenous plantings of the area
but will also greatly reduce maintenance requirements. The central median will also receive native grasses laid out in the same undulating pattern.
The balance of the lawn areas will be seeded to a no-mow fescue. Bands of ornamental trees will span across the roadway causing a very structured
and bold element in the landscape thereby helping to disguise the background landscape and focus views onto the corridor.

The DOT does not allow trees in the median or 50’ either side of the roadway. Because of this, bands of forbes and native perennials will be placed
in the median in lieu of trees. Indigenous deciduous shade trees will be in-fill planted to continue the pattern of existing trees along the corridor.
Evergreens will be strategically placed at the outer edges of the right-of-way to further screen the background landscape. Boulder outcroppings will
be randomly placed along the corridor to create some diversity. These outcroppings will also serve as a backdrop for areas of more intense floral
display. Sculptures in the shape and form of indigenous water fowl will also be placed in the landscape to keep views focussed onto the corridor.

Ornamental and Evergrrens

Trees mixed with Existing Mixed Evergrean and

Deciduous Trees

Existing Tanks
Existing DOT Fence

Ormamental Tree
Massing

Native Grasses Evergreen Tree Massing

Boulder Outcropping Wall Street Tree

Sculpture Element
Floral and Grass Massing

Native Grasses and Forbe

Plantings
. B
. = e i ool Triangle
Buffer Area Planting Zone |swae] Road | Boulevard | Roas | Pianting Zhne ROW.
A 300-0" Right of Way # LIS _. &




m:_naobﬁoxgm SOsSelD eAEN seal] Bunsixg Buisseyy o) ueeibiong
Buissepy s8] jejuswew h‘ sumod \4 Buissey [e.0j4 Buissep @81 [ejusweuln
w“..um.., . ... ...

Juswag m._an__:um L

/3m=m>> m_._ano,aﬁo OO0y pue memmm._ %@ﬂﬂm_m_ Juswe|g aindinog

pueg [e10}

Emm (B10}3 - [ UMET pe PaUIEILIEN

> AP i

m:.&ES:O xoon. Juewe|3 E:ﬁ.:um e q:sm._ paugjulep
Buisse je0}4 mwwmm._w OAlEN M

m:_mwm__._.._ 02 L roﬂ@?m_

— . ——— ——

Buissely =

wewe|g ublg siem mc_nngzo 00Y- iowie e._a_zum

se@a1] Bupsixg

UM MOy
ung usasbiang
syuey Bupsixg

SesseIn) BAeN

10Q@ Bugsixg

‘




Schreiber/Anderson Associates

Highway 51 Corridor Concept Plan

m e ST o ——m— e

Terminal Drive Concepts

Terminal Drive is currently a rural road that is slated to be improved in the future to a typical urban roadway section. This area will also become a
major pedestrian connection from McFarland to Voges Road. This connection will be facilitated by an 8’ asphalt path on the east side of the road.
The path will be located approximately 10-12 feet from the edge of the road, allowing for buffer plantings. The buffer plantings will screen the
commercial area to the west. These buffer plantings will consist of a mixture of small-to-medium shrubs and native short grasses, placed in an
undulating pattern to tie into the existing design theme. Incorporated into these plantings will be groupings of native perennials and forbes. Bands
of ornamental trees will also be located in this terrace and will continue across the road. Shade trees will be added to develop a canopy effect.

To reduce cost, ornamental roadway lights will be the dominant fixture, illuminating the roadway. However, matching style pedestrian lights will be
in-filled in the northern and southern quarters for an approximately one block length. It is recommended that the Village work with the existing
commercial tenants and encourage them to incorporate the planting themes outside of the right-of-way in this area. This will strengthen the corridor
design aesthetic and further screen the adjacent oil tanks. Relocating the existing security fences further away from the road’s edge is also
recommended. This will allow for additional landscape plantings and screenings.
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Triangle Street Concepts

Triangie Street has a similar make-up to Terminal Drive. The northern portion is currently a rural cross-section that is scheduled to be improved to a
typical urban roadway section. The southern half of the area holds a 5' wide sidewalk on the east side of the street. An additional 5" sidewalk will
be added on the west side from Siggelkow Road to Commerce Court. A crosswalk will be incorporated into the street to allow for pedestrian
circulation from west to east. The eastern walk will continue from Commerce Court to Voges Road.

The crosswalk material and patterning will be identical to the Phase | streetscape. The sidewalks will define an 8 wide terrace that will hold bands
of short native grasses, forbes and native perennials. Regularly placed deciduous street trees will also be centered in the terrace. The street will be
illuminated by ornamental pedestrian lights; the existing cobra head lights will be replaced with pedestrian lights. Bands of ornamental trees and
evergreen trees will carry into this zone to coordinate with the Phase Il landscape concepts.
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Voges Road Intersection

The intersection of Voges Road and Hwy. 51 is the main gateway into McFarland and the starting point for the landscape theme. The asphalt in
the medians will be removed and in-filled with colored concrete bands and bands of native short grasses mixed with forbes and native
perennials. Entrance signs will be placed on both the southwest and southeast corners of the intersections. Curved colored concrete bands will
accentuate the curvature of the sign, with banner poles in varying heights located in these bands. The banner poles will be adorned with
colorful banners that match the color theme of the surrounding plantings. The signs will be complimented by a more formal display of
perennials and annuals. These beds will eventually transition into the native grass and forbes plantings that will continue to the south on Hwy.
51. Sporadic groupings of boulders will be placed in and around the sign plantings. This stone will compliment the materials used in the
entrance feature. All of these elements will create an attractive gateway and welcoming feature. Bands of ornamental trees and evergreen trees
will help to obscure the view of the nearby oil tanks. Deciduous trees and evergreen groupings will also help screen these views. Currently the
intersection has standard DOT roadway lighting and traffic signals. It is recommended that the Village work with DOT to replace the existing
cobra head lighting with the new ornamental roadway lights. The traffic signals should also be replaced or painted to match the roadway lights.
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Siggelkow Road Interchange

The Siggelkow Interchange is currently a very steep sloped landscape,
planted with large masses of crown vetch to reduce erosion. Native
grasses will be introduced into these crown vetch beds to tie into the
corridor design theme. The bed edges will be sculpted in an undulating
fashion. Wherever possible, the existing maintained lawn will be
replanted with no-mow fescue. The steepness of the slopes will be
lessened by informal boulder retaining walls. Bands of ornamental
trees will cross through the interchange, creating a very architectural
element in the landscape. A mixture of evergreen trees and deciduous
shade trees will also be introduced to improve screening of the oil
tanks and soften views of the interchange.

The median will be planted with undulating bands of native short
grasses mixed with forbes. Multi-colored bands of forbes will cross the
median on the diagonal, emphasizing the design theme. In addition,
shade trees and ornamental trees will be placed in the median,
creating a vertical form in the road. Double-headed ornamental
roadway lights will be placed in the median to illuminate the
interchange. At the end of the off-ramps, specially designed wayfinding
signage will help direct motorists to key Village destinations.
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Heritage Plaza

Heritage Plaza is proposed to be located in the southwest quadrant of
the busy intersection of Farwell Street and Hwy. 51. It is designed to
celebrate the history and uniqueness of the community and to
acknowledge the Village's symbiotic tie to the surrounding water
systems. An overlook area, paved with concrete and accent pavers, will
be located above the existing siltation pond. An ornamental railing will
enclose the plaza. Interpretive signage will be located directly adjacent
to the plaza describing the history of McFarland and the vital water
systems that directly impact the community. A 10- foot wide concrete
walk surrounds the Heritage Plaza area in a circular fashion. The walk
will be accented with bands of pavers. It is suggested that some of
these pavers be donation pavers to help to offset the overall cost of
the plaza. The central lawn area will hold a small pond and fountain.
This water feature will be shaped and designed into a more informal or
“natural” composition. The fountain will create a vertical attraction to
the area while also providing natural white noise to drown out traffic
noise for plaza visitors.

The plaza will be slightly enclosed by a series of berms to the east. The
berms will be sprinkled with a few natural boulders, which will tumble
into the central green space. A band of ornamental trees will span
across the area and help tie the plaza to the corridor design theme.
The eastern most portion of the area will be planted with native grass
massings and deciduous trees. To further emphasize the theme,
floating planters or small floating fountains will be organized in a linear
fashion aligned with the ornamental tree band. A reader board/com-
munity events board surrounded by perennial and annual massings will
be located on the corner of Hwy. 51 and Farwell and act as the
entrance feature to the plaza area. Benches and trash receptacles that
tie into the community theme will be placed along the Heritage walk.
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Yahara Bridge and South Enfrance Improvements

The existing bridge over the Yahara River is the major entrance into the Village from the south but has a nondescript design character. Some slight
design improvements and the addition of strategic amenities can transform the bridge into an attractive gateway feature for the community. The
existing abutments will be stained to add color and depth to the bridge. Concrete pilasters topped with ornamental caps will be added to the ends
and middle of the abutment walls. Ornamental pedestrian lights will sit atop the pilasters. The lights will be adorned with banners that tie into the
corridor theme. Short ornamental railing will be added on top of the abutment walls between the pilasters.

The south entrance sign also serves as a community gateway feature. The existing sign will be replaced with the newly designed sign. Curved
colored concrete bands will accentuate the curvature of the sign. Banner poles of varying heights will be located in this colored concrete band.

The poles will be fitted with colorful banners that match the color theme of the surrounding plantings. The colored concrete bands and banner
poles will carry across the road in an arching fashion. The entrance sign will be complimented with a more formal display of perennials and annuals.
These beds will eventually transition into the native grasses and forbes plantings that continue up Hwy. 51. Groupings of boulders will be placed in
and around the sign plantings. This stone will compliment the materials used in the entrance feature. A band of ornamental trees will compliment
the sign and sign plantings and further emphasize the design theme. A mix.of deciduous trees and evergreen trees will be spotted in the
surrounding landscape.
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Highway 51 Corridor Concept Plan

Schreiber/Anderson Associates

Site Amenities

Standard streetscaping amenities such as benches, trash receptacles, ornamental
pedestrian lights and ornamental roadway lights were selected through a thorough
review process. A number of options for each amenity were presented to the Urban
Forestry Committee. The amenities were evaluated based on form, durability, cost,
and compatibility with the overall design theme.

The Master Concept Plan's unigue entrance features, sculptural elements and
wayfinding signage were custom amenities that required a more complex design
and review process. Three concepts for each amenity were designed by SAA. Each
design concept tied into the corridor’s overall design theme but used different
shapes, materials and colors to express the theme. After considerable discussion
and review, the committee selected the final custom amenities shown on the
following page.
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Highway 51 Corridor Concepft Plan

Schreiber/Anderson Associates

Cost Esfimates

During the design and amenity selection process, SAA provided estimated costs for the various design concepts. These
costs assisted the Committee in the selection of final design concepts. Once the final design concepts and amenities were
selected, the cost estimates were redone to develop the following final Concept Plan cost estimate for the entire project.

Phase | $ 699,941.00
Phase || $ 940,930.80
Terminal Drive $ 755,536.50
Triangle Street A $ 192,436.56
Siggelkow Interchange $ 425,095.63
Heritage Plaza $ 150,162.75
South Entrance Feature $ 66,315.00
North Entrance Feature ' $ 189,186.50
Yahara River Bridge/South Entry Improvements 35.200.00
Grand Total $3,676,051.79

o

1
=t

J—

-

A



adeaspue| || 8seud JO 188} 00G - d8ueydlalu| moya8s8IS ‘0T

adeospue] || 8seud 40 188} 00T - 188418 d[8uel] JleH yInos 6

adeospue| || askyd Jo 1994 000T - 2AlQ [eullia] JJeH YInos 8

adeospue| || 8seUd J0 199} 00OT - Siuswaroidwl| a8plig eieyeA - USIS 8ouenuT YInos vl
adeospuej || 8seyd Jo 199} 00T - 19941S d[3ueliL J|eH ULION 9

adeospue| || 8Seud 0 198} 00T - 8AuQ |eulua] jeH UON g

adeospue] || 8seud Jo (193] 00G) U09as auo snid souenua YLIOoN ¥

adeaspue| || 8Seud JO 189} 000T - Bze|d 88ellIaH - J9AIY BIBYBA 0] [|amie B

adeospue| || 8seUd J0 198} 00T - BUIPULABM UMOIUMO( - [|9MIBS 0] YoBag UoSsieT 'z
eze|d 9gellaH T

*S198]UNJOA JO S140JJ8 3y} pue ‘Buipuny a1eAud Jo Aljige|iene

ay) ‘sa|oko Buipuny juesd ‘syosfosd Juswdojaaspal Yim saseyd ulelad a1eulpiood 01 saijunlioddo pajoafold pue asIWwWo)
113104 Uueqin 8y A paysiigelse sanoud syl Jo UOIBUIGUIOD B S}0a}4al uoieluaws|dwi Jo 1apio palsagsns ayl
"AHUNWWOD 8y} JO SaJISap ayl yolrew o} sanuoud uonejuawsaldwi isnfpe 01 Ajiqixal) a1ewin smojje osje yoeoldde paseyd
9yl ‘9|gelISap JI pauIquod aq pinoo saseyd ajdinw 4o 49afoid uooNIISuU0d [20IF0] pue 8110SIp B Sk suo|e puels ued
yoea 12y} Aem e yons ul papiAlp ae saseyd ay] "108foid ay) Joy sjuesd sjendoidde 1o ¥aas 01 pue Juisielpuny pue 3uipuny
azIuegi0 0] 1eIS a8e||IA aU) pue aa1IwwWo) ay) diay [m ued Suiseyd Suimoljoy ay) "poliad Jeak-ninw e Jaao paseyd

aq p|nod s1daouod ugIsep SNoLIeA Jo uoljeluawa|dwl syl Moy 1sa83ns yyS 1.yl palsenbal 8a)wwo) ay} ‘siy} Jo asnedeq
*912A2 188pnq 8|3uIs e uyuMm Jo Jo Joafoid a|duls e se ui|d Ja)sew 241U ayl JO UoIdNJISUO0d 3y} punjjouued age|IA 9yl

suolysabbng Buisoyd

/Buisoyd

L

W

sy

L



Highway 51 Corridor Concept Plan

Schreiber/Anderson Associates

Conclusion M

Completing the Highway 51 Corridor Concept Plan is only the first step
towards realizing the goals for this project set out in the Village's
Comprehensive Plan. Implementing the Concept Plan will help strengthen the
community's identity and visual character, and create an attractive and

Inigue mmE:m dﬂoq nc:m:ﬁ m:a future business and ooBBmS_m_ moﬁ_<_€ m_o:m ;

and adjacent pusness and commery a0 Sl
m>> m“mmﬂ_w macﬁa oo__mcoa::m with the Urban Forestry Committee, a very
active group of citizens committed to bettering their community both aestheti-
cally and economically. They understand that there are many variables to pro-
moting economic growth, but that creating an inviting, appealing and distinc- b
tive setting is a vital part of encouraging patrons to return and new business-
es to set up shop. The integrated design theme and landscape palette for
Highway 51 contained in the Concept Plan will enhance McFarland’s visual

character and help establish a new vitality for this important corridor. A *
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