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Crosswalk Safety Awareness
 Did you know that both drivers and pedestrians have signifi cant responsibilities 
when it comes to crossing at a crosswalk? Wisconsin State Statute 346.24 describes a 
driver’s responsibility as follows: 
 At an intersection or crosswalk where traffi  c is not controlled by traffi  c control 
signals or by a traffi  c offi  cer, the operator of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to a 
pedestrian, or to a person riding a bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device 
in a manner which is consistent with the safe use of the crosswalk by pedestrians, who 
is crossing the highway within a marked or unmarked crosswalk.
 Whenever any vehicle is stopped at an intersection or crosswalk to permit a 
pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal assistive mobility device to cross the 

  Larson House, Continued on Page 10

McFarland Police K9 
Unit Coming Soon
 In June, the Police Department 
purchased K9 Offi  cer Boris, a 14-month-
old male German shepherd who originated 
from Slovakia. Dennis George of Midwest 
K9 in Des Moines, Iowa will train Boris in 
narcotics detection, tracking and handler 
protection tactics over the summer. Offi  cer 
Ryan Copeland has been selected as the 
Department’s Handler, and will begin training 
with Boris in mid-September. Th is training 
will last four to six weeks, and the K9 Unit is 
anticipated to begin active duty in October.
 In September, the police department 
will hold its Th ird Annual K9 Unit Golf 
Outing to raise funds for the continued 
operation of the K9 Unit. Details relating to 
the outing are available on our website and 
Facebook page. Info can also be obtained 
via email using the below links. Please join 
us for a fun day for a great cause. 
 Th e department is accepting donations, 
and those wishing to do so can contact Chief 
Craig Sherven or K9 Hand ler Ryan Copeland 
at 838-3151, or craig.sherven@mcfarland.
wi.us or ryan.copeland@mcfarland.wi.us. 
Donations can also be mailed or dropped off  
at the police station at P.O. Box 110, 5915 
Milwaukee St., McFarland WI 53558. 

Historic Larson House Open Sundays 
 After celebrating its Grand Opening in May, the historic Larson House, at the corner 
of Bashford and Exchange, began opening its doors every Sunday from 1–4 p.m. Guides 
are available to answer questions as guests wander at leisure through the beautifully 
restored rooms and get a sense of what life was like in McFarland almost 100 years ago. 
Histories of local families are displayed in the rooms that were refurbished through their
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K9 Offi cer Boris has joined the McFarland Police Department.
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A part of the community for over 25 years!

Mechanical Maintenance & Repair • Hybrid Cars 
Foreign & Domestic • ASE Technicians

www.TomsAutoCenter.com

5402 Paulson Rd., McFarland 838-3900

Village Board and Employees 
serve at Shared Table
 Board members and employees from 
the Village of McFarland served a meal at the 
Shared Table Free Community Meals May 
29 offering guests a picnic feast. On June 12, 
members of the Dunn Town Board, Town 
employees and a few volunteer residents joined 
forces to make and serve meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, salads and desserts. 
 Shared Table meal coordinator Vicki 
Holten said she is thankful to groups for 
showing their support and for participating 
in these meals. Almost all 2014 meal dates 
have been spoken for by community groups, 
churches and civic organizations as the Shared 
Table enters its third year of providing free 
community meals. If your group is interested 
in sponsoring a meal, Vicki Holten has begun 
to fill next year’s calendar. Don’t miss this great 
opportunity to build community.
  Shared Table meals are served at 5:15 
p.m. every Thursday at McFarland Lutheran 
Church, 5529 Marsh Road (corner of 
Broadhead and Marsh Road). Meals average 
about 85 guests each week. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. For more information or 
to sign up your group to serve a meal, go to 
www.sharedtablecommunitymeals.com or 
contact Vicki Holten at 838-3403 or Meg 
Nielsen at 838-8274.

Fire Prevention Week Open House
 The Fire Department would like to invite families to their Fire Prevention Week Open 
House, which will be held Wednesday evening, Oct. 8. As in the past, a free pork roast supper 
will be provided for attendees starting at 6 p.m. (5:30 p.m. for seniors). There will also be 
displays and demonstrations of firefighting techniques and equipment. More importantly, 
there will be a variety of activities for children such as the “House on Fire,” where they get 
to squirt a fire hose at simulated flames shooting from the windows and roof of the house; a 
rescue station, where the children will be using ropes and pulleys to rescue a patient in a stokes 
stretcher; a hoisting station, where they will don helmets and gloves to raise equipment via 
rope and pulley; and a thermal imaging station, where attendees will get to look through a 
thermal imaging camera for heat sources, similar to what firefighters do when they search for 
hidden fire and hot spots. Please plan on attending — there will be something for everyone.

McFarland Fire & Rescue Department Updates
 Recently the members of the joint Fire and EMS 
Department voted on a new department patch, logo, and 
uniform. This is an important step in the consolidation 
of the two departments as this is the identity of the joint 
departments. Members of both departments jointly 
designed various logos and patches for the membership to 
consider with thoughts made to represent both departments 
equally; the goal is to identify the new department as a united 
department. Included in this article is the new logo that you 
will begin seeing on the employees of McFarland Fire & Rescue.
 The month of June was a record month for fire and EMS 
calls. This was partly due to responding to several severe weather 

Fire Prevention Week  
 Fire Prevention Week, coming up Oct. 5–11, is a time for firefighters and EMT’s 
of McFarland Fire & Rescue to actively work in the community to educate children and 
their parents about the importance of fire safety year-round. Though the department 
highlights fire safety in October, McFarland Fire & Rescue works throughout the year 
educating the public on a variety of safety initiatives. 

 Fire & Rescue, continued on page 3
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Enjoy McFarland Family 
Festival in September
 
 The McFarland Family Festival is a 
memorable weekend of fun for the entire 
community. This year’s festival will be 
held Sept. 19, 20 and 21 at the McFar-
land High School. The fun begins at 5 
p.m., Friday evening and runs through 
Sunday afternoon.
 Once again, the festival will have a car-
nival and a big top tent with family-friendly 
entertainment onstage all weekend. The 
weekend will culminate with the Festi-
val-Homecoming Parade at noon Sunday.
 Last year, community groups raised 
over $7,500 at the festival. In addition, 
the festival’s board of directors approved 
donations to the McFarland Youth 
Center, the McFarland Firefighters As-
sociation and the McFarland Lions and 
Lionesses. The festival board of directors 
is looking forward to another successful 
year. Your community group is encouraged 
to find out how you can get involved. Go 
to mcfarlandfamilyfestival.org.
 Additional information and 
applications for exhibit booths, food 
vendors and parade entries are available on 
the festival website.
  Volunteers make the festival possible. To 
learn about how to get involved, check the 
website or call the festival office at 669-3280.
 The Family Festival is an opportunity 
for our entire community to come 
together. Please join us for the fun.

events including two tornadoes in the area. Thank you to the community for your 
understanding during these events and your kind words to the responding emergency 
personnel. The firefighters and EMT’s of McFarland Fire & Rescue dedicate themselves 
to all the communities the department serves. Without the dedication and support of 
these highly trained and selfless employees the response we had to these events could 
have turned out differently. 
 In June McFarland Fire & Rescue also found out that it will again be recipient of a 
federal grant as part of a federal program called the Assistance to Firefighters Grant. This 
is the second year in a row that McFarland Fire & Rescue has received the AFG grant. In 
2012 the department received $235,000 for new self-contained breathing apparatus which 
recently were delivered and will go into service in late August. The most recent grant is 
in the amount of $72,000 and will be used to purchase safety gear for the EMT’s on the 
department, as well as a power load system for the ambulance. These two items will reduce 
the risk of injury to the employees when completing their duties as emergency responders. 

Senior Discounts Available
Guaranteed / Dependable

608-256-5189 
1-888-644-7444

Est. 1948

608-256-5189
1-888-655-7444

Fire & Rescue, from page 2
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Employee or Volunteer Department            Years

Dick Reiter   Fire    59
Steve Checki   Fire    20
Gail Nelson   Bookkeeper   15
Brian Molenaar   EMS    15
Dave Gammon   DPW Seasonal   10

Voter Information for Upcoming Elections
Tuesday, Aug. 12 – Partisan Primary 
Tuesday, Nov. 4  – General Election

 Polls are open on Election Day from 7 a.m.–8 p.m. The Village of McFarland polling 
location for residents is located at the Municipal Center, 5915 Milwaukee St. Any qualified 
elector who is unable or unwilling to appear at the polling place on Election Day may request 
to vote an absentee ballot. A qualified elector is any U.S. citizen, who will be 18 years of age or 
older on Election Day, who has resided in the ward or municipality where he or she wishes to 
vote for at least 28 consecutive days before the election. The elector must also be registered in 
order to receive an absentee ballot. Visit myvote.wi.gov. to verify if you are registered to vote. 

Absentee Voting
 An absentee ballot must be requested in writing and forms can be downloaded 
at myvote.wi.gov or at www.mcfarland.wi.us. You may request to receive an 
absentee ballot by mail (PO Box 110, McFarland, WI 53558) or vote in person at 
the Administration office located at the Municipal Center, 5915 Milwaukee St., 
McFarland. Office hours are Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Absentee Voting dates

 Aug. 12 Partisan Primary
 •  Deadline to request an absentee ballot by mail is Thursday, Aug. 7
 •  First day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s office is Monday, July 28
 •  Last day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s office is Friday, Aug. 8 

 Nov. 4 General Election
 •  Deadline to request and absentee ballot by mail is Thursday, Oct. 30 
 •  First day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s office is Monday, Oct. 20
 •  Last day to vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s office is Friday, Oct. 31 

New Requirements for Registering to Vote
 Voters are required by 2013 Wisconsin Act 182, which passed as Senate Bill 267 
(effective April 4, 2014), to provide a valid document establishing proof of residence as part 
of the voter registration application. This requirement applies to all electors (in person or by 
mail) who are not military or permanent overseas voters. Prior to Act 182’s enactment, proof 
of residence was not required for electors that registered during the open registration period. 

Aug. 12 
Partisan Primary Election

Sept. 1
Labor Day — Offices closed

Sept. 2
First day of school — Drive carefully!

Sept. 17
Flu and Pneumonia Shots Clinic 

Sept. 19, 20, 21
McFarland Family Festival

Sept. 20–21
Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Oct. 8
Fire Department Open House

Oct. 15
2015 enrollment begins for Medicare Part D

Oct. 15
Flu and Pneumonia Shots Clinic 

Oct. 27-31
Brush Collection (Zone 1)

Nov. 3-7
Brush Collection (Zone 2)

Nov. 4
General Election

Nov. 9
McFarland Chocolate Fest

Nov. 10–14
Brush Collection (Zone 3)

Nov. 17–21
Curbside Yard Waste Collection
(Villagewide) $2 sticker per bag required

Municipal Calendar

Cable Channel 98 or 982 
Meetings of Village government authorities, boards, 
committees and commissions are generally televised 
live on Cable Channel 98/982 and then replayed 

on a scheduled basis over the next month. Check the 
Village website at www.mcfarland.wi.us/cableschedule 

for the most up to date program schedule for each 
week. Videos of Village meetings are also available for 

download at www.mcfarland.wi.us/onlinevideo.

Employee and Volunteer Service Anniversaries
 The following employees and volunteers are observing significant service 
anniversaries in the third quarter of 2014. The Village thanks them for their length of 
service and commitment to serving the residents of McFarland.
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McFarland Cable  
Show Schedule

Weekdays

Programs run between 5 a.m.–3 a.m. 
the next day all week long.

Government Meetings Block
5 a.m.–noon, Monday–Friday

Community Events Block
2–5 p.m., Monday–Friday

Recent Meetings 
Played between 5 p.m.–3 a.m. 

Monday–Thursday 
In between live meetings and events

Friday Night Frights 
9:30 p.m.–3 a.m., Every Friday

Weekends

Government Meeting Block
5–10 a.m.

Community Event Block  
Noon–5 p.m.

Sports Block 
7 p.m.–3 a.m.

You Won't Want to Miss 
Annual Chocolate Fest
 The fifth annual McFarland Historical 
Society Chocolate Fest will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 8, from 7–9 p.m. at the Madison Curling 
Club. Proceeds from the event benefit the 
continued maintenance and restoration of 
the Larson House Museum. A $15 ticket to 
the Chocolate Fest insures guests can enjoy 
all of the delicious chocolate they can eat, a 
free glass of sparkling wine, or cup of cider or 
Ancora coffee. Red and white wine is sold by 
the glass. Musical entertainment is provided 
throughout the evening. A silent auction 
offers a wonderful selection of gifts for the 
Christmas season. A mystic topaz pendant 
and ring from a private collection is this year’s 
raffle first prize. The second prize is a hand 
sewn Packer quilt crafted by Linda Hanson. 

Back to School Already?

A Safety Message from the  
McFarland Police Department
 Parents typically do a great job of preparing 
their child for the school year with appropriate 
clothes, necessary supplies, and even the 
perfect backpack. But one area that is often 
lacking, transportation experts say, is child 
safety driving awareness around school zones, school buses, and childcare centers.
 Child safety should be the first and foremost consideration when determining 
how a child is dropped off and picked up from school or day care. At times however, 
the parent who is most tedious about exercising safety precautions around their own 
child can be the first to zoom from the curb after making the safe drop-off, and 
potentially endanger other children in their haste to leave.  
 Educators and Law Enforcement have a challenge at the beginning of every 
school year, and rely on parents to partner with them to ensure children arrive and 
depart safely from school every day. At times, motorists are so worried about their 
own child’s safety and about being on time for school and work that they commit 
safety infractions afterward. Double-parking, speeding through school zones, 
not being on the lookout for children darting between cars or careening off their 
bicycles, or even committing a U-turn on a two-way street to turn the car into the 
direction they want to go are examples.  
 Parents should check with their child’s school or childcare provider to learn child 
safety procedures and routines. Each year, tragedies are reported of children getting 
injured or even tragically killed by darting between cars, not using a crosswalk, or 
motorists simply not being observant enough. Here are some basic safety tips:

1. Familiarize yourself with school or provider drop-off and pickup practices and 
then be sure you always follow them. 

2. Discuss the rules with your child and practice with younger ones. 

3. Resist the urge to speed or make any traffic rules exception because you are running late. 

4. Know all traffic rules concerning school zones and traffic flows. 

5. Refrain from using your cellphone, palm, or any other distraction while around 
school zones. 

 Working together, we can ensure a safe school year for everyone. Enjoy the rest of 
the summer. 

Crosswalk Safety, continued from page 1
roadway, the operator of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake 
and pass the stopped vehicle.
 The pedestrian’s responsibilities are as follows:
 No pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal assistive mobility device shall 
suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk, run, or ride into the path of a 
vehicle which is so close that it is difficult for the operator of the vehicle to yield.
 The McFarland Police Department encourages both drivers and pedestrians to be 
aware of the law and their responsibilities regarding crosswalk safety. Together we can 
make crossing streets much safer.
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McFarland Curfew Ordinance

Ages 15 and under 

Sunday–Thursday  
10 p.m.–5 a.m.

 
Friday and Saturday 

11 p.m.–5 a.m.

Ages 16 and 17
 

Sunday–Thursday  
11 p.m.–5 a.m.

 
Friday and Saturday  

Midnight–5 a.m.

Permanent Drug-Drop 
Receptacle in McFarland 
Municipal Building
 The McFarland Police Department, 
in conjunction with Safer Communities 
of Dane County, continues to sponsor 
a permanent drug-drop receptacle. The 
receptacle is maintained by Police De-
partment staff, and is available for area res-
idents to dispose of unwanted prescription 
medications during normal open hours of 
the Municipal Center.
 The hope is that citizens will utilize 
this service, and help to make a safer 
environment for our children. Access to 
unused prescription medications is a lead-
ing cause of serious injury and death to 
young children. When flushed down the 
toilet, these medications are also becoming 
a growing source of contamination to our 
surface waters and ground water.
 As a reminder, the drop box is intend-
ed to accept smaller, personal quantities 
of drug products. It is not intended for 
commercial use, meaning that businesses 
are not permitted to bring large quantities 
of product to drop off. Additionally, the 
used needle box is subject to the same 
limitations, and is intended for private 
individuals to dispose of small quantities.

Water Meter Changes
 The Village of McFarland Water Utility will soon send out notices to some 
customers to change out water meters. The McFarland Water Utility is required by 
the Wisconsin Public Service Commission to change and test each water meter in the 
system at least once every 10 years. The purpose of this rule is to verify the accuracy of 
the meters, ensuring correct billings to the consumer.
 Blue postcards will be mailed only to those customers requiring this change of 
water meters.
 Appointments for meter changes are scheduled between the hours of 7:15 a.m.–2:45 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Milwaukee Street Railroad Safety Improvements
 Temporary improvements will be made to the Milwaukee Street railroad crossing. The 
improvements are being made at the request of the Wisconsin & Southern Railroad and the 
Office of the Commissioner of Railroads due to complaints from residents about the safety 
of the crossing. The improvements will consist of making Milwaukee Street crossing between 
Long Street and Bashford Street one way going north bound. Residents, though, will be able to 
access Chase Lumber by going south bound on Milwaukee Street but will not be able to cross 
the tracks in a south-bound direction. This modification will start Monday, Aug. 25.  
 At the beginning of the school year, please be aware of this new traffic pattern. 
Remember to watch out for children crossing.

Delinquent Utility Accounts
 Notices of delinquent water, sewer and storm water accounts will be mailed to 
homeowners, landlords and tenants in September. Past due amounts will be placed on 
the property tax roll, with penalties added, if they are not paid in full by Nov. 14. Once 
the charges go on the tax roll, they become a lien against the property until paid.
 In the case of rental properties, the property owner is responsible for paying 
the delinquent utility bill even if the tenant or former tenant incurred the charges. 
Landlords may check the status of a tenant’s account by calling 838-7287.

Late Lottery and Gaming Credit Claims
 The 2013 Lottery and Gaming Credit for qualifying Village of McFarland 
property owners is $134.58. 
 If you qualify for a credit but did not receive one on your 2013 Real Estate Property 
Tax Bill, you can file a late claim with the State of Wisconsin Department of Revenue. 
The DOR will accept applications submitted prior to Oct. 1, 2014. 
 If you owned your home and used it as your primary residence on Jan. 1, 2013 please 
complete and mail a “2013 Late Lottery and Gaming Credit Application" LC-300.
 If you purchased your home after Jan. 1, 2013 and the property was used by the 
previous owner as a primary residence on Jan. 1, 2013 you will need to complete 
and mail a “2013 Late Lottery and Gaming Credit Application" LC-310.
 If you are not sure whether or not you received the credit, have any questions 
or need any further information, please contact Clerk/Deputy Treasurer Tracey 
Berman at 838-3153 or tracey.berman@mcfarland.wi.us.
 Forms are available at the Administration office or can be downloaded at www.dor.
state.wi.us/forms/lottery/index.html. 
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Medical Loan Closet
 The Senior Outreach Department offers 
a short-term medical loan closet for seniors 
living in its service area. Loan equipment is for 
people recovering from surgery, or who want 
to try a piece of equipment prior to purchasing 
their own. Equipment includes, but is not 
limited to, walkers, bath benches, commodes, 
raised toilet seats and canes. Wheelchairs to 
transport people to special events or for a 
vacation are also available. Senior Outreach 
has a suggested donation of $5 per piece of 
equipment. The loan closet is located in the 
McFarland Municipal Center, next to the 
Senior Outreach office.

Medicare Part D  
 The Medicare Part D enrollment for the 
year 2015 runs from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7.  
 Private Part D plans can change coverage, 
cost and deductibles with each new contract 
year. This coverage has improved with the 
federal health care reforms for seniors who 
have experienced the gap or doughnut hole.  
 For seniors just turning 65, Senior 
Outreach can assist in reviewing your options. 
SeniorCare, which is funded through the State 
of Wisconsin is also an option for 2015. 
 Seniors wanting to discuss SeniorCare 
or to receive assistance with Medicare Part D 
enrollment, please call 838-7117 and ask for 
case managers Lori Andersen or Sara Sprang 
to schedule an appointment. Drop-ins will be 
served only as case managers’ time permits.

Flu Shots
 Flu shots will be available Sept. 17 and 
Oct. 15 from 4–5 p.m. at the Municipal 
Center Costs. People will be served on a first 
come, first served basis. The flu shots are 
covered under both Medicare Part B and 
Medicaid so people covered by these programs 
should bring their cards with them. 

Extended Trips
 In 2015, McFarland Senior Outreach, in 
collaboration with other Dane County senior 
centers, are offering several extended trips. A 
trip preview will take place Wednesday, Sept. 
10, from 2–4 p.m. at the Fitchburg Senior 
Center, 5510 Lacy Road. 

* * Senior News * *
StrongWomen Strength Training Program Comes to McFarland
 McFarland Senior Outreach will host the StrongWomen Program on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 10:15–11:15 a.m. in the McFarland Municipal Center community room. The 
11-week course will run from Sept. 9 through Nov. 20. Cost is $45. Physical therapist 
Kathy Lyons will lead the program. Lyons recently retired from the UW Hospital & 
Clinic Spine Clinic. She has extensive experience in developing therapeutic exercise 
programs for individuals with joint and muscle injuries, arthritis and osteoporosis. 
 The StrongWomen Program is based upon years of research on how strength 
training and proper nutrition improve the health of women of all ages. Research 
has shown that strength is a critical factor in living healthier, more active lives. A 
program of strength training helps to maintain muscle mass and bone density. It is 
associated with a decrease in falls, improvement in arthritis symptoms and quality 
of sleep. The strength-training curriculum includes progressive resistance training, 
balance training and flexibility exercises. The program is appropriate for both 
sedentary and very active women.
 An informational meeting will be held Thursday, Aug. 14, 10-11 a.m. in meeting 
room A of the McFarland Municipal Center. Kathy will provide a brief presentation of 
the program and hand out registration packets. 
 Registration forms are due by Sept. 2 and can be dropped off at the Senior Outreach 
Department at the Municipal Center. Payment is due by the first day of class.
 For information on the StrongWomen Program in McFarland please contact McFarland 
Senior Outreach at 838-7117 or Kathy Lyons at 838-6385 or kmlyons@charter.net.

Beginning Norwegian Language Class
 A beginning Norwegian language class will be offered for those who want an 
introduction to the language. Beginning Sept. 9, the class will meet from 9–11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesdays for four weeks, ending Sept. 30. The class fee is $32 ($8/session). The class 
instructor is from Norway and currently lives in Stoughton. Interested persons should 
register with the Senior Outreach office at 838-7117 by Aug. 30. 

Transportation Options for Seniors
 For seniors who no longer drive, several transportation options have been arranged 
through the Senior Outreach Services.
 Medical-related appointments (doctor, dentist, eye doctor): Volunteer drivers 
provide door-to-door rides. (Not wheelchair accessible.)
 Senior Meal Site: Rides are available for seniors attending the noon meal site. 
 General shopping: First Monday and third Tuesday mornings of each month. Bus 
trips include Madison or Stoughton stores, with a stop for lunch afterward.
 Pick N Save for groceries: Bus trip on the second and fourth Tuesday mornings 
of each month.
 McFarland businesses: Offered the second Thursday morning of the month. 
Individuals can choose a destination and time for pick up.
 For details, cost and sign-up, contact the Senior Outreach office at 838-7117.

Foot Care
 A foot care service is provided for non-diabetic seniors once a month in 
McFarland. Participants have their toe nails clipped by Stoughton Home Health 
employees at a cost of $20. This service is especially helpful to people who have low 
vision, arthritis, hip replacements or any physical limitation which makes it hard for 
them to clip their own toe nails. Please call 838-7117 for an appointment.
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Keeping up With What’s 
Happening at E. D. 
Locke Public Library
 Are you wondering how best to stay 
in the know with Library events? With the 
many things going on at the library, here 
are several ways to keep informed about 
library events.
 We have a new website, still easy to 
find at www.mcfarlandlibrary.org. It’s 
part of the Village of McFarland website, 
revamped this spring, and contains a 
wealth of information. Under the Library 
Programs page you can see the programs 
that are available for Adults and Youth. Or, 
click on the Library Calendar link found 
in the left-hand sidebar, and peruse library 
events month by month. There are also 
links to Facebook, Twitter and our recently 
launched e-newsletter.
 The library’s e-newsletter gets sent 
to your inbox once a month. It contains 
information on upcoming events and 
library highlights throughout the month. 
It’s easy to sign up and get on the e-mailing 
list. Rest assured that names and email 
addresses are kept confidential and are 
never used for anything other than sending 
out our newsletter. To sign up, go to our 
website and click on the e-newsletter link.
 You can take a virtual trip to the 
library on Facebook at facebook.com/
mcfarlandpubliclibrary. Our Facebook 
page lists all of our events, the latest 
library news, and fun book/library facts 
and trivia. Or, follow us on Twitter at 
twitter.com/McFarlandLib. Clicking on 
the Facebook or Twitter logos found right 
on our home page will take to whichever 
you prefer. But don’t forget, you have a 
standing invitation to visit your library in 
person to experience all that we have to 
offer. We hope to see you soon.

Library Calendar
September and October 2014

AUGUST
Aug. 9 Last day to collect summer reading prizes 

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 9      Drop-In Preschool Story Times begin, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. for ages 5 

and under.

Sept. 11       Repeat Preschool Story Time at 10 a.m. (please note earlier time) on the 
second and fourth Thursday of each month.

Sept. 13  Family Board Game Day, 10 a.m.–3 p.m., all ages welcome.

Sept. 18       Third Thursday Evening Family Story Time, 6:30 p.m. – Registration required.

Sept. 20–21 Friends of the McFarland Library Book Sale

Sept. 24     Baby Lapsit Story Times begin, Wednesdays at 9:45 a.m. – Babies 0-18 months.
    One adult lap per baby – Registration is required.

OCTOBER
Oct. 4 1000 Books Before Kindergarten Party at  10:30 a.m. Celebrating the 

anniversary of our McFarland Book Quest, especially for children who 
have read 1000 BOOKS since we launched Sept. 16, 2013

Oct. 11 Star Wars Reads Day III, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. Fantastic books, trivia, 
costumes and crafts

Oct. 16  Third Thursday Evening Family Story Time at 6:30 p.m. 
 Happy Halloween program – Costumes encouraged and registration 

required.

Oct. 25 Friends of the McFarland Library Book Sale.

Oct. 29    Sixth and final fall 2014 Baby Lapsit Story Time. Test-run those cute 
Halloween costumes.

Creature Comfort & Quality Care
 
Medical • Surgical • Dental • Laboratory • X-Ray • Vaccinations
Grooming • Boarding • Drive-Up Pharmacy • Our Own Pet Bakery

Dr. Randy Raasch, Dr. Lori Scarlett, Dr. Ann Plata, Dr. Lisa Yackel

Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–7 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.–Noon

                                   608-838-3400
                                                     5620 US Hwy. 51, McFarland 

Doctor’s Hours By Appointment                        
www.mcfarlandanimalhospital.com

Medical • Surgical • Dental • Laboratory • X-Ray • Vaccinations
Grooming • Boarding • Drive-Up Pharmacy • Our Own Pet Bakery 

Dr. Randy Raasch
Dr. Ann Plata
Dr. Lisa Yackel 608-838-3400
5620 US Hwy 51, McFarland        Mon–Fri 7 am–7 pm Sat 8:30–Noon        www.mcfarlandanimalhospital.com

February is Pet Dental Awareness Month
With this ad take $25 off 
Routine Pet Dental Cleaning
Expires 2/28/14

5620 US Hwy  51, McFarland      Mon–Fri 7 am-7 pm Sat 8:30 am–Noon      www.mcfarlandanimalhospital.com

608-838-3400

September
Family Festival 

Pet Parade

October
McFarland Animal 

Hospital’s“Kids Day”

December
”Christmas in the Village”

Free Carriage Rides

Watch for Our Upcoming Events
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(Clip and Save)

2014 Brush Chipping and 
Yard / Garden Waste Collection Schedule

Zone 1 – Week of Oct. 27 
East of Highway 51, North of the railroad tracks 

and Broadhead Street, West of Marsh Road

Zone 2 – Week of Nov. 3 
East of Marsh Road, Milwaukee Street and Creamery Road

Zone 3 – Week of Nov. 10 
All remaining areas

Please follow the brush chipping guidelines below: 

• Place all material curbside by 6 a.m. on the Monday of the collection week. 
The chipping contractor will only make one pass through each section. 

• Brush pieces should be no longer than 10 feet and no shorter than 6 inches.

• Brush should not be greater than 3 inches in diameter.

• Place the cut ends of the brush pieces parallel to the curb and stacked in neat 
piles with the cut ends pointed in the same direction as traffic.

• Material must be free of waste that may clog chipping equipment.

 If you set brush out after the chipping has taken place in your area, your 
brush will not be picked up until the next collection date. If you have any 
questions contact the Public Works Department at 838-7287.

2014 Yard/Garden  
Waste Pick-Up
 The semi-annual curbside collection 
of leaves, lawn waste, and garden waste was 
converted in 2012 from a no cost service to 
a fee-based service. Residents who desire to 
have this material conveniently collected at 
curbside will now have to buy and place a 
village-issued sticker on each bag of material 
to be collected. The non-expiring stickers 
will cost $2.00 per bag (up to 50 gallon 
size) and will be sold in multiples of five.  
Stickers will be available for purchase at 
all municipal facilities and at several retail 
outlets in the community.

All Zones
_______________________

Week of Nov. 17 (entire Village)

 Please follow the curbside collection 
guidelines below:

•  Place all material curbside in open bags 
or trash containers by 6 a.m. on the 
Monday of the collection week.

•  All bags must have a Village-issued 
sticker on bags in order to be collected.

•  Include leaves, garden waste, thatch, 
grass clippings, non-woody plant 
materials and evergreen clippings (less 
than six inches in length.)

•  Material must be clean of debris or it 
will be left on site.

•  Do not rake leaves to the edge of the 
curb or into the street.

 Other disposal options available to 
residents are to mulch and recycle the 
materials yourselves or to transport the 
material to the free drop-off site located at the 
Public Works Facility at 5115 Terminal Dr.
 The above guidelines will help contractors 
do their jobs more efficiently and safely.
 If you have any questions, please contact 
the Public Works Department at 838-7287.
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Yard Waste and Brush Drop-Off Site
 The yard waste/brush drop-off site located at the Public Works Facility at 
5115 Terminal Drive accepts yard waste and brush from McFarland residents 
only. The operating hours of the yard waste/brush drop-off site are 7 a.m.–7 p.m., 
seven days a week. The site will open approximately April 1, weather dependent.
 There are separate dumping areas for yard waste and brush. Please stack your 
material as close to the back wall as possible to conserve space.

What is accepted:  
Leaves, grass clippings, thatch, non-woody plants and brush no larger then 3 
inches in diameter and 10 feet in length. 

What is not accepted: 
Rocks, concrete, metal, stumps, base root balls, sod, dirt and lumber

Prevent Oak Wilt
Do not trim oak trees between 

March 1 to Nov. 1.

Garbage and Recycling 
Holiday Schedule
 Residential waste and recycling 
materials are collected on either Tuesday or 
Wednesday, and should be placed curbside 
by 6 a.m. If a holiday falls on a Monday or 
Tuesday, trash pickup will be on Wednesday. 
When a holiday falls on Wednesday, trash 
pickup will be on Thursday.

2014 Holiday Schedule for Pickup
• September 2 pickup will be  

Wednesday, September 3

• September 3 pickup will be  
Thursday, September 4

 For more information, check the 
Village website at www.mcfarland.wi.us.

Oil Drop-Off Site  
Service List
 The Village of McFarland continues 
to provide the service at our oil drop-off 
location for collecting oil filters, plastic 
oil containers and anti-freeze. If Village 
residents have any questions, please contact 
the Public Works Department at 838-7287.

Tree and Lawn Reminders
Check Trees for Low Hanging Limbs
 Many trees in the Village suffered damage during storms in June. While check-
ing trees for possible damage, be mindful that tree limbs projecting 10 feet or less 
above public sidewalks, 14 feet or less above public streets are considered a public 
nuisance and must be trimmed. Low hanging limbs are a hazard and potential nui-
sance to drivers, bikers and walkers. 

Lawn Reminders
 When cutting grass or blowing or raking leaves, remember not to place leaves or 
grass clipping on the pavement, in the gutter or any public street. Grass clippings from 
mower swaths must also not remain on sidewalks. Failure to remove grass or leaves 
upon notice will result in fines to the property owner. 

Larson House, continued from page 1
generosity. A ramp at the kitchen door makes the first floor accessible to those with 
handicaps and a video display allows a thorough visual of the second floor for those 
who have difficulty with stairs. 
 Outside visitors may savor moments of quiet in the new pergola constructed by 
Tyler Bexson as an Eagle Scout project or enjoy the herb garden  — another Eagle 
Scout project completed last year by Sean Kohl. Flowers edge the sidewalk and a 
wicker rocker tempts visitors to sit awhile and imagine the front porch view from the 
front porch as it might have been in the 1920s when electricity first came to the village.
 After viewing the house, take a short stroll to the McFarland Historical Society 
Museum at 5814 Main St., also open Sundays from 1–4 p.m. Step inside the historic 
Skare log cabin, moved from the family homestead outside of McFarland in the 1970s, 
to find out what life was like when Wisconsin first became a state. Inside the museum 
you can linger over displays of ice cutting implements from Lake Waubesa, Norwegian 
pioneer artifacts, Civil War items, historic school photos and a host of other interesting 
and informative materials.
 There is no charge to visit either the Larson House or the museum, but donations 
are always welcome.  To view photos of the Larson House Grand Opening taken by Sue 
Vick Finley on May 24, to: http://thcphotography.zenfolio.com/p132557510. For more 
information about the McFarland Historical Society, visit www.mcfarlandhistorical.org.
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 Water Pollution Caused by Trees
 Oak, maple, hickory, ash, apple and our other favorite trees provide shelter and food, not 
just for us but critters, too. Th ey give us warmth from a fi re, are a jungle gym for the children 
and give us cool shade from the sun with all those leaves — all those leaves! Yes, lots and lots 
of leaves, every year, falling in your yard. What do leaves have to do with the water quality of 
Dane County’s lakes and streams? A lot. 

Storm Drains and Ditches Drain Directly Into Our Lakes and Streams
 Contrary to what many people believe, the water that goes into the storm drainage system, 
including ditches, is not treated at wastewater treatment plants. Rather, it drains directly into 
our lakes and streams. Some communities don’t have a storm drainage system made 
up of inlets and pipes, rather, runoff  fl ows into ditches, but that runoff  isn’t treated 
either. And most folks don’t realize that leaves can be a nagging source of local water 
pollution. 
 In autumn, leaves make their way into our lakes and streams when 
washed by rain down the storm drains and ditches. Once they get into the 
water, the leaves release nutrients that contribute to the accelerated growth 
of algae. Th e result is a greenish-tinted lake choked with foul smelling, dying 
algae that can kill fi sh and other aquatic critters and generally make water 
recreation an unpleasant experience. 

Keep Leaves Out of the Street and Gutter and Ditches
 Although natural, and seem biodegradable and harmless, excess leaves pose a threat 
to water quality in lakes and streams. So when the leaves blanket your yard, follow these 
guidelines and leave the leaves out of the water by keeping them out of the street and gutter 
or ditch. Whatever goes into the gutter or ditch will eventually go into our lakes and streams. 
 Compost – Adding leaves to a compost pile creates an inexpensive and nutrient-rich 
fertilizer for your vegetable and fl ower gardens. In our urban environment, composting 
allows us to imitate and reap the rewards of the natural recycling process. Check out http://
clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/stewards/Y013.pdf for more information on composting. Contact 
your local municipality for rules and instructions.
 Till – Leaves can be tilled directly into a garden, contributing valuable organic matter.
 Mulch – If you have a mulching mower, you can chop the leaves into small particles 
that will decompose directly into your lawn. If you have a bagger on your mulching 
mower, you can use the leaves to mulch fl owerbeds and shrubs.
 Rake – Many of us rake the leaves for curbside pickup. If you do, collect the leaves at the 
edge of the curb — not in the gutter or ditch. Make sure to sweep or rake any leaves out of 
the street, gutter or ditch. Cover the leaves with a tarp or bag them until the day when work 

crews pick up the leaves. Contact your local 
municipality for the leaf collection dates and 
requirements (bagging, covered on curb, etc.) 
for your neighborhood.
 Some communities still allow you to 
burn leaves. However, keep in mind that 
ashes are a source of highly concentrated 
nutrients. Runoff  can carry the ashes in the 
nearest pond, stream or lake. So if you’re 
allowed to burn, don’t burn in a ditch or 

other area where stormwater could carry 
the ashes to a lake or stream. 

Some people use ashes in their 
garden. 
 Inevitably, some leaves will 
get into the water regardless 
of what we do to stop them. 

But we can prevent most of 
the pollution by following these 

simple practices.

You’re the Solution, From Trees to Lakes
 You probably don’t realize it, but you 
live on “waterfront property.” In fact, most 
everyone in Dane County lives on a lake or 
stream when it comes to stormwater runoff . 
Th at’s because the distance between your 
yard and the water’s edge is as close as the 
nearest storm drain or ditch. So, the simplest 
way that you can help clean the lakes is to 
keep the leaves out of the gutter or ditch.
 In wooded areas and grassy fi elds, 
rainwater and melting snow soak into the 
ground, as nature intended. Leaves generally 
decompose where they fall. But in urban 
areas, these “pervious” surfaces have been 
paved over so that rainwater gushes down 
our sidewalks and roads, delivering the leaves 
along with dirt, oil, fertilizers, grass clippings, 
garbage and more from the streets and gutters 
into the storm drainage system, including 
ditches, and eventually our lakes and streams.
 So, a big source of water pollution 
actually comes from you and me. 
Individually, we contribute little pollution. 
Collectively, our urban households are 
damaging Dane County’s lakes and streams 
through simple neglect and lack of awareness.
 The solution is simple: To keep it out 
of the lakes and streams, you’ve got to 
keep it out of the gutter and ditches.

Community Banking Since 1904

www.msbonline.com

McFarland Location
5990 US Highway 51 • 608.838.3141

Proudly serving as your  
Financial Resource for 110 Years! 



V I L L A G E  O F  M C F A R L A N D

McFarland Municipal Center
5915 Milwaukee Street • PO Box 110

McFarland, WI  53558-0110
General Information: 838-3153

Hours: Mon.–Fri.: 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
•

Public Works Facility
5115 Terminal Drive

Phone: 838-7287
Hours: Mon.–Fri.: 7:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

•
E.D. Locke Public Library

5920 Milwaukee Street
Phone: 838-9030

Hours:
Mon.–Th urs.:  9:30 a.m.–8:00 p.m. 

Fri.–Sat.:  9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
Sun.: Noon–3:00 p.m. 

•
Website: www.mcfarland.wi.us
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Village Board
President Brad Czebotar – Personnel, Plan Commission & Volunteer Chair  ....  838-9458
Trustee Jerry Adrian – Public Safety Chair ...................................................  838-9868
Trustee Aaron Babcock – Landmarks Commission & Public Utilities Chair ....  838-4917
Trustee Scott Gletty-Syoen – Communication & Technology Chair  ..............  225-2296
Trustee Dan Kolk –Natural Resources &  Parks/Recreations Chair  ......................... 838-7716
Trustee Mary Pat Lytle  – Finance & Sr. Outreach Chair  ............................... 556-3991  
Trustee Brian Utter – Public Works Chair ....................................................  838-1346

Village Departments
Administration Eric Rindfl eisch, Administrator  ........................................  838-3153
Cable Eric Redding, Technical Mgr ............................................................  838-6717
Clerk/Treasurers Offi  ce Tracey Berman, Village Clerk/Deputy Treasurer ...  838-3153
Community Development Pauline Boness, Director  .................................  838-3154
Fire and EMS Brad Bowen, Chief ...............................................................  838-3278
Library Heidi Cox (hcox@mcfarlandlibrary.org) .........................................  838-9030
Municipal Court Rändi Othrow, Judge  .....................................................  838-3764
Parks Vacant .................................................................................................838-7287
Police Craig Sherven, Chief  .......................................................................  838-3151
Public Works/Utilities Allan Coville, Director ...........................................  838-7287
Senior Outreach Services Ingrid Th ompson, Director  ..............................  838-7117

Th e above offi  cials can also be reached via e-mail using this format: fi rstname.lastname@mcfarland.wi.us with 

the exception being Trustee Mary Pat Lytle whose email address is marypat.lytle@mcfarland.wi.us.

Privileged 
to help.

1211030 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

My staff and I look forward to many 
more with you. Thank you for your 
continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

We’re honored to serve this 
community for 33 years.

Jim Hartman Ins Agcy Inc
Jim Hartman, Agent
5706 US Highway 51
Bus: 608-838-4171
jim@jimhartman.com

608-838-2470

See our website 
www.doghutcare.com

4311 Triangle ST. • McFarland

To advertise, email:
Lauri@CommunicationConcepts.me

www.thecomputerhospitalonline.com
(608) 838-7622

5620 US HIGHWAY 51
MCFARLAND, WI 53558


