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VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

For this issue of Volunteer Spotlight, we are
acknowledging the dedicated team of poll
workers at the Village of McFarland. These
volunteers are essential to ensuring that
elections are a success and help to sustain
the backbone of democracy - our election
process. Cassandra Suettinger, Village Clerk
for the Village of McFarland coordinates
a roster of 93 volunteer poll workers for
elections. She emphasizes, “Poll workers are
the heart and soul of the election process.” It
was too difficult to consider acknowledging
a single individual for the Volunteer Spotlight
as each volunteer works as part of an
overall team for successful elections. “We
appreciate every single one of them,” says
Suettinger.
Some volunteers have been devoted poll
workers for many years. Barbara PorterQuam has been volunteering for 15 years.
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Nancy Vidlak has
a combined 36
years of service,
participating in
the municipalities
that she lived in
throughout her adult
life. Tanya Lancaster
started volunteering
five years ago,
explaining, “it was
an activity that I
enjoyed with my
mom. Since her
passing, it has been a great way to honor
her passion for volunteering.” Cathy Kirby
has been volunteering for approximately
ten years and reflects, “what I enjoy the
most, and miss while COVID has restricted
our participation, is meeting all the village
residents, young and old, coming out to
vote.”
The impact of COVID-19 was felt by the team
of volunteers and required some adjustments
to the volunteer roster. Suettinger explains,
“In 2020 when the pandemic hit and most
of the poll workers were unable to serve for
their own safety, the residents of this Village
courageously stepped up to fill that void to
ensure democracy could be carried out.”
Jenna Morrison stepped forward to volunteer
for the first time in 2020 out of concern for
members of this community, “Due to COVID,
I know that many older poll workers would
be at greater risk of getting ill from working
the election.” Jenni Heaton-Amrhein was
inspired by her brother who is a chief election
inspector in Madison, explaining, “I followed
his lead and volunteered to help in place of
those who could no longer safely serve.”
Poll workers keep our elections running
smoothly and efficiently. “They are the
ones behind the scenes who help us carry
out the many tasks it takes to facilitate an
election,” said Suettinger. Mary Sobol, who
volunteered for the Fall 2020 Primary and
General Election, expressed pride in her
role, “to support free and fair elections.”
Sobol points out, “I was impressed by the
attention given to maintaining impartiality,
and the care taken by staff to keep everyone
safe and the environment sanitized. Every
step in the voting process was checked and
double-checked to maintain integrity and

accuracy.”
Poll workers shared their deep commitment
to our country’s democracy which serves as
the foundation of their volunteerism. Marv
Schrader has been volunteering for six years
and believes that, “being a poll worker is the
best way to make sure our democracy is
strong and that everyone’s voice is heard.”
Susan Dietzel has been volunteering for
three years and feels, “happy to be a part
of such an intrinsic aspect of what makes
our country special.” Derek Boyd is hoping
to learn more about governmental public
service and gain valuable experience.
Boyd says, “the thing I find most rewarding
about volunteering is the knowledge that
I am contributing to the election process,
one of the most important things there
is.” Courtney Wyatt has been a poll worker
for over a decade and describes that her
favorite part of the job is, “watching people
vote for the first time and witnessing their
empowerment in their participation of our
political process.” Jenna Morrison believes
in, “the promises of the democratic process
and that the system works best when
everyone recognizes the value of their
participation.”
This community can be very proud of this
team of election volunteers. Suettinger says,
“I cannot emphasize enough how fortunate
we are in this Village to have such great
dedicated poll workers and volunteers.” We
extend our gratitude to all poll workers, past
and present, for their volunteerism for this
community. Volunteers must be over the age
of 18 and a resident of Dane County. If you
would like to learn more about becoming a
poll worker in McFarland, contact Cassandra
Suettinger, Village Clerk at
village.administration@mcfarland.wi.us.

HOPE ON THE
HORIZON
By Skyler Phoenix

A camera flashes
Marking another monotonous day
Of the monumental senior year,
Pity pools in their somber eyes
When I recount how boring
This year has been.
A virus went rampant
Sending our lives into quarantine
School events such as:
Dances, games, concerts,
Have gone down the drain
Causing a wave of sorrow
That my grade lost something special,
That we never got to experience what it’s like
Finally reaching the last year of high school.
Despite the given situation
We never lost our:
Bravery, perseverance, laughter,
We have only been stripped
Of candid memories
That would last only as a photo in the yearbook
Compared to the lifelong memories
Formed from striving to connect
To our peers even more in these desolate times.
I shed no tears missing out on things I would have
Yet there has been so much hurt
Being strewn away from those I love
A tsunami of pain because our world has changed so much
Hurricanes of confusion by the media and politics
While my lifeboat was not prepared for such a feat.
Over time things have gotten a little easier
Because my friends were always there
Creating new ways to interact,
Another camera flashes
Marking the events created by COVID-19:
Drive-by birthdays, zoom calls, social distance walks,
That will be plastered
In our scrapbooks
Remembering what we did do
When times were tough.
Photographs document days
We’re trapped in quarantine
Some are blurry and blend together,
While others are tear-stained and a window of dread,
A handful are shining like the sun reflecting on the sea:
Smiling, enjoying life, laughing.
When all the tides had changed
And compasses spun wild
Unsure of the correct direction,
Fear ran through us to hesitate diving into
These new and unfamiliar currents,
But when everything seemed lost
There was always hope
On the horizon to follow.
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SCHUENKE
SNAPSHOT
Welcome to Summer, well, almost.
A lot has happened in the last year
and even last few months. This time
of year is always when the Spring
Local Election is held in order to
elect new local representatives
onto the Village Board. This
election was held on Tuesday,
April 6th including the positions
of Village President and Village
Trustee (3 seats). Congratulations
to Carolyn Clow, who was elected
as Village President, and Stephanie
Brassington, Carrie Nelson, and
Chris St. Clair who will be new Village
Trustees. All positions are for 2-year
terms. We thank outgoing President
Czebotar, as well as Trustees Eric
Kryzenske and Clair Utter for their
service to the Village as board
members over the last two years.
The first day of the new term for
these individuals was April 20th. All
Village Board meetings are open to
the public and held on the second
and fourth Monday’s of each month.
Please go to www.mcfarland.wi.us/
villageboard for more information.
The Police Department has seen
its fair share of turnover the last
several months. We are happy to
announce that Aaron Chapin has
been appointed by the Police and
Fire Commission to serve as the
next Police Chief for the Village of
McFarland. He previously served
as the Chief in Shorewood Hills and
worked for several years in different
leadership capacities with the
UW-Madison Police Department.
Additionally, he worked for the
Village as a part-time officer and
also graduated from McFarland
High School. He is set to begin this
work in May. Additionally, former
Lieutenant Brian Redman, who was
serving as Interim Chief, announced
his retirement in March that became
effective in April. Jeremy Job has
been appointed as Lieutenant to
replace him in this position. Jeremy
was previously a Sergeant within
the department and served as an
officer prior to that. Finally, Officers
Jason Onken and Jackie Statz
have announced their departures

from their respective positions. The
department will be working hard to
replace these individuals through
recruitments that are already
underway.
The Public Safety Center project
continues to progress. This spring,
the 50% plans were accepted,
and the Plan Commission will
conduct site and design review at
their meeting on May 17, 2021.
It is anticipated that final plans
will be authorized for bidding in
June. Construction is anticipated
to begin late this summer or early
fall with a construction timeline
of approximately one year. This
new facility will be constructed at
the southeast corner of Holscher
Road and Broadhead Street. It is
being designed to house the Fire
& Rescue Department, Municipal
Court, and Police Department. All
three will relocate from their current
space at the Municipal Center to
this new facility. More information
about this project and all other
major capital projects can be found
on the Village website at www.
mcfarland.wi.us/capitalprojects.
Always remember that there are
multiple ways to stay in touch
about these issues and many more
things going on with the Village.
You may visit the website at www.
mcfarland.wi.us, which has been
completely redesigned, offering new
opportunities to stay connected.
Residents may also stay in touch
with local news through the The
Lookout (e-newsletter), The Outlook
(print newsletter), Facebook
(villageofmcfarlandwi), Instagram (@
villageofmcfarland), and the Village
Administrator’s Staff Report found
at www.mcfarland.wi.us/adminreport.
As always, if there are any questions
that you need more information on
please do not hesitate to contact
me.
Sincerely,
Matt Schuenke, Village Administrator
matt.schuenke@mcfarland.wi.us
(608) 838-3153
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M C FA R L A N D C E M E T E R Y A S S O C I AT I O N
LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
The McFarland Cemetery Association is in
search of volunteers to

to assist with leveling of the ground and
repairing and cleaning headstones.

1. S
 erve on the Board of Directors for the
Association. The Board of Directors is a
group of volunteers who oversee burials,
maintenance, financial matters, and
record keeping for both of the McFarland
cemeteries.

The McFarland Cemetery Association was
formed in 1921. The oldest burials in the
Lower Cemetery, across from McFarland
Lutheran Church, took place in the 1850’s
for several individuals born in the late
1700’s in Norway. The Upper Cemetery, the
smaller burial ground, is located at Holscher
Road and Broadhead Street. In the Upper
Cemetery, originally known as the Methodist
or Shetter Cemetery, the oldest internments
date from the 1870’s. Each cemetery has
many veterans, including some from the Civil

2. H
 elp this summer, in conjunction with
the McFarland Chapter of the American
Legion, by embarking on a restoration
project in both the Upper and Lower
Cemeteries. Volunteers will be needed

War, through both World Wars, and including
Operation Enduring Freedom. The founder
of our Village, William Hugh McFarland, is
buried in the Lower Cemetery with each of
his wives.
The McFarland Cemetery Association
provides a vital service to the village and
needs your help. To volunteer to serve on
the Board of Directors, help with summer
maintenance, or for more information, please
contact Mike Brennan at (608) 220-7112.
We thank you for your consideration on
how you might be of assistance to the
association.

VOLUNTEER
TO HELP KEEP
O U R PA R K S
H E A LT H Y &
BEAUTIFUL
McFarland Parks has adopted a
strategy to minimize the usage
of chemicals in park areas where
small children play. The McFarland
Volunteer Program is looking for
volunteers to help with weeding
in the playground areas over the
summer months.
For more information, please
contact McFarland Volunteer
Program at 608-838-2188.
www.mcfarland.wi.us/volunteer

SPRING/SUMMER 2021
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YA R D A N D P R O P E R T Y
MAINTENANCE REMINDERS

Spring is here and as you complete your yard
and property clean up please be mindful of a
few tips to help you avoid any fines.
• Residents cannot store or accumulate
unsightly items such as unlicensed
or inoperable vehicles, commercial
trailers or trucks, junk, pallets, salvage,
rubbish, or the likes on their property.
• B uilding materials, construction,
or earth moving equipment which
are not being used on a permitted
building project on that site is not
allowed.
• S torage of recreational vehicles
or boats is allowed in an enclosed
structure that conforms to the zoning
requirements of the district.
		
- If indoor parking is not possible,
storage may be allowed on a
hard surface or well-drained
gravel surface, which has
been properly permitted,

and conforms to the zoning
requirements.
• F irewood storage cannot be stored
in a front yard. It is permitted on side
yards and rear yards but cannot
exceed 15% of that area.

Please refer to your local subdivision
restrictions and covenants for
other requirements specific to your
neighborhood. More information on Village
property maintenance ordinances, can
be found on the Village website at www.
mcfarland.wi.us/ordinances. If you have a
problem or concern in your neighborhood,
you can call the Property Maintenance
Officer at 608-838-3154, or email her at
karen.knoll@mcfarland.wi.us. For information
on proper disposal of unwanted items,
contact McFarland Public Works at 608838-7287.
*This article applies to McFarland residents only.

CONSTRUCTING
A FENCE?
YOU’LL NEED A
FENCE PERMIT FOR THAT!

You will need to provide:

•a
 completed building permit
application
• the fence location
• the fence designs
• t he fence construction materials

Fences shall be constructed and maintained
in a good state of repair and appearance.
The finished side, or decorative side of a
fence, shall face the adjoining property.
Cost for a fence permit: $75.00.

According to Village Ordinance Residential Fences:

•C
 annot exceed 3-feet in height in
front yards, 4-feet in street-side
yards, and 6-feet in side or rear yards.
• Fences must be setback two feet
from front and street-side property
lines. Fences may be located on any
property line abutting a side or rear
yard.
• F ront and street-side yard fences
must be decorative only. A decorative
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fence is one in which 50% of the
bulk thereof consists of air space
constructed of wood, stone, brick,
wrought iron, or similar materials or
materials designed to mimic such
materials constructed in a manner
intended to be aesthetically pleasing.
Chain-link, mesh, wood, snow fences,
or other similar fences that are
designed solely for functionality are
not decorative fences and will not be
accepted as such.
• A ll fences shall be erected so as to
locate visible supports and other
structural components toward the
subject property and the smoother
flat surfaces facing the property lines.

LANDSCAPING,
VISION
TRIANGLES &
C O R N E R LOT S
Help keep our streets and sidewalks
safe for everyone in the community.
When landscaping your property:
• It must be confined to the
owner’s property.
• It may not be maintained
within any public right of way
except within one foot of a
mailbox.
• P lantings near mailboxes shall
not exceed the height of the
bottom of the mailbox, nor
extend further out than one
foot from the mailbox.
• Trim any vegetation on your
property so that it does not
obstruct pedestrians’ travel
on sidewalks.
• Per municipal code, clearance
from sidewalk to lower
branches cannot be lower
than 10-feet above the level
of the sidewalk.
On a corner lot no structure,
screening, vegetation, or
embankment of any kind shall
be erected, placed, maintained
or grown between the heights of
three feet and ten feet above the
curb level or its equivalent, within
the triangular space formed by
two intersecting curb lines or their
projections located a minimum of
25-feet from the street intersection
in order to provide adequate
vehicular and pedestrian vision
clearance.
*This article applies to McFarland
residents only.

For questions and specific code details,
you can pick up a flyer at the McFarland
Municipal Center or call Building Inspector
at 608-838-3154. Information and
code details can also be found on the
Village website at www.mcfarland.wi.us/
permitformsandchecklists.
*This article applies to McFarland residents only.
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NOXIOUS WEEDS. NOT WELCOME .

G A R L I C M U S TA R D

CANADA THISTLE

FIELD BINDWEED

What are noxious weeds? Any weed
designated as a noxious weed by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources by rule, such as garlic mustard
(Figure 1), Canada thistle (Figure 2), field
bindweed (Figure 3), leafy spurge (Figure 4),
and more. A complete list of plant species
that are considered noxious weeds have
further been defined in the McFarland
Municipal Ordinance, Sec. 20-25 (www.
mcfarland.wi.us/ordinances).

required by law to destroy all noxious weeds
on lands they own, occupy, or control in
the in the Village. All noxious weeds are
to be destroyed prior to the time in which
such plants would mature to the bloom or
flowering state. It is best to initially pull the
weeds before the plants produce seed.
Pull at the base of the plant and try to
remove the entire root. Pulled weeds will still
complete flowering and set seed – do not
leave them on the ground. Do not add to a
compost site. Please bag and dispose of
pulled plants as garbage.

LEAFY SPURGE

In compliance with the Village of McFarland
Code of Ordinances, every person is

VILLAGE GRASS
& WEED HEIGHT
ORDINANCE
Residents in the Village are
required to maintain their
property and keep lawns mowed
so grass and weed heights
do not exceed 8-inches. The
McFarland Municipal Ordinance
states that if after five days
from being notified that a
property is in violation of the
Grass Heights Ordinance, the
Village may mow the property
and bill the owner for the
mowing. Please remember:
property owners who violate
this ordinance are at risk
of being fined, including a
forfeiture for each day the
property was in violation.
If you are absent from the
property for any period, you are
still responsible for the upkeep.
Fines can be easily avoided by
abiding by the ordinances and
maintaining your properties, or,
hiring someone to take care of
yard maintenance for you.

SPRING/SUMMER 2021

P E T OW N E RS R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S
Village of McFarland pet owners – a
reminder of your responsibilities to your pet
and those in your community.
No pet is allowed to run at large; a dog or
cat must be on a leash not to exceed 10feet in length and under control of a person
physically able to control it. A dog can be in
a fenced area but must be under the direct
observation and voice control of its owner,
or person in lawful custody. Any animal
running at large is at risk of being seized
and impounded.
As the owner or person in charge, any
animal waste deposited on any street, or

other public or private property, including
parks, walkways, and neighbors’ yards,
you are required to immediately pick up
and remove the pet waste. An owner who
is cited for violating this ordinance can be
fined $124.00.
All dogs and cats are required to be
licensed in the Village of McFarland.
This application can be picked up at the
Municipal Center, found online at www.
mcfarland.wi.us/licensespermits, or call
608-838-3153 for more information on
licensing your cat and/or dog, and as well as
dog park permits which are now available.

I N STA L L I N G A SW I M M I N G PO O L?
YO U’L L N E E D A B U I L D I N G P E R M I T FO R T H AT !
Building permits are required for installation of in-ground and aboveground pools.
Only children’s pools less than 15-inches high and less than 15-feet in diameter are
exempt. Pools shall be located in rear and side yards only and at least 5-feet from
the rear or side property line. All pools also have fencing requirements. The fence
shall be of sufficient strength to prevent access to the pool and any gates shall be
self-closing and latching. A licensed electrician with a proper permit is required to
install all electrical work.
For more information and specific requirements, you can visit the Village website
at www.mcfarland.wi.us/permitformsandchecklists, or contact the Community and
Economic Development Department at 608-838-3154. Additionally, “Pool Safety”
and “Fences, Decks and Swimming Pools” pamphlets are available at the Municipal
Center and E.D. Locke Public Library.
*This article applies to McFarland residents only.
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SUSTAINABILITY PLAN UNDERWAY –
TAKE THE COMMUNITY SURVEY
It is becoming increasingly clear that
sustainability and climate change is a
defining issue of our time and it is one
that has an enormous impact on future
generations. The Village of McFarland
is committed to creating a vibrant
future for our community by taking
responsible and effective action to
positively impact our environment.
Last year, the Village Board formed
an Ad-Hoc Sustainability Committee
consisting of six residents who
volunteered to serve our community.
One of the responsibilities of the

W H AT I S A
TOURIST
ROOMING
HOUSE?

A tourist rooming
house, also known as
a short-term rental, is
any dwelling unit where
sleeping accommodations
are offered for pay on a
short-term rental based
to tourists or transients
(this does not include bed
and breakfasts, hotels,
or private boarding or
rooming houses). These
are also referred to as
short-term rentals and
commonly advertised
through Airbnb.com and
VRBO.com.

committee is to develop a Sustainability
Plan for McFarland. The creation of
this plan is meant to contain a guiding
vision, measurable objectives, and
targeted strategies (plans of action)
intended to help the Village practically
implement ideas for operating more
efficiently and sustainably. The
committee previously held a Public
Visioning Meeting on February 11,
2021 to gather resident input regarding
ideas on how we can become a more
sustainable community.
The committee is now conducting

an online survey to gather additional
public input related to the creation of
the Sustainability Plan. All members
of the community are encouraged to
take the survey which will be available
at the link below until May 27th. If you
do not have access to a computer,
tablet, or smart phone to complete
the survey online, please call the
Community & Economic Development
Department at 608-838-3154 to
obtain a paper copy. Take the survey
by visiting: www.surveymonkey.com/r/
McFarlandSustainability

NET ZERO PUBLIC SAFETY
CENTER PLANNED
A net zero building, or zero energy building,
combine energy efficiency and renewable
energy generation to consume only as much
energy as can be produced onsite through
renewable resources over a specified time,
usually one year. The Village is currently
working on designing a new Public Safet y
Center for Police, Municipal Cour t, Fire &
Rescue ser vices. The project site is located
at the southeast corner of Holscher Road
and Broadhead Street adjacent to the ball
diamonds. Following the public information
meeting that was held on Februar y 18th,

the Village Board approved the design and
authorizing to move into bidding on March
8th. In addition to general sustainable
building design features, the Village will be
including installation of a geothermal energy
system and solar photovoltaic roof top
and ground systems to achieve a net zero
building. A lot of work is yet to do but the
project remains on track to proceed as
planned this year so that it can be occupied
nex t year. More information regarding this
project can be found at w w w.mcfarland.
wi.us/capitalprojects.

All tourist rooming
houses are required to
obtain property licensing
and permitting from the
Village of McFarland
and Dane County Public
Health.

For more information on
licensing and permitting,
please contact Dane
County Public Health at
608-242-6515 and the
Village Clerk/Treasurer at
608-838-3153.
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SCREEN
YO U R WAT E R
SOFTENER;
FIND YOUR
R E B AT E
ELIGIBILITY

PUBLIC WORKS SOLAR PANELS

Ever y bag of salt you put in your
water softener ends up in local
freshwater bodies. To prevent
our freshwater resources from
impacts of salt pollution, the
Village of McFarland is currently
offering rebates to residents to
have their softeners optimized
or replaced to reduce their salt
use.
You can now use an online
screening tool to assess your
softener and soft water use at
home and get recommendations
for salt reduction actions. This
screening tool was developed by
Madison Metropolitan Sewerage
District, which is par tnering with
McFarland on the Salt Savers
rebate program. Depending on
the information you enter in
the screening form, you may
get recommendations to have
your softener optimized or
to replace it if it’s inefficient.
If you do not have enough
information about your sof tener
to get a recommendation, that
is okay – the rebate program
also provides reimbursement
for softener evaluations by a
ser vice provider par ticipating in
the program.
After you take the screen, you
will receive an emailed repor t
that you can use as a basis
for contacting a par ticipating
ser vice provider in the program
to request recommended
ser vices to your softener or
plumbing. Take the first step
to protect freshwater, take the
softener screen!
Evaluate your softener at w w w.
madsewer.org/SoftenerScreen

SPRING/SUMMER 2021

The McFarland Public Works Building had
solar panels installed in late November
2020. About 80-90% of their electricity
needs will come through these panels. In
colder months with shorter days, there

will be some reliance on the electrical
utility. Track the solar panels’ performance
by visiting the Village website: www.
mcfarland.wi.us/publicworks-solarpanels.

SOL AR GROUP BUY
OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT

Interested in adding solar panels to your home but unsure of where to start?
Research shows that some households are overwhelmed by the process of
getting solar — verifying that their home is a good solar site, finding solar
contractors, getting bids for the installation, and understanding the financial
case for action. Households can overcome those barriers through a Solar
Group Buy. The Group Buy process makes solar easy — helping homeowners
through every step of the process and even providing bargain solar rates,
negotiated in advance with local solar contractors. Participating in a Solar
Group Buy is like having a free project manager for the whole process — it
makes everything much easier!
The awesome news for 2021 is that McFarland and Dane County residents
have access to TWO solar group buy efforts:

•L
 egacy Solar Coop is building on their successful 2020 group buy in Western
Dane County. Legacy’s 2021 Group Buy is now available across Dane County,
including the Village of McFarland. Visit www.legacysolarcoop.org or call 608571-4992 to learn more.
•M
 adiSUN, the program that has served City of Madison residents since 2016
is expanding its services countywide, including the Village of McFarland. Visit
www.madisunsolar.com or call 608-255-4044 to learn more.
McFarland and Dane County residents can contact either entity to participate
in a Solar Group Buy program.
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A LETTER FROM
E . D. LO C K E
PUBLIC LIBRARY
By the time this publication goes out
to the Village of McFarland, the library
hopes to be open to the public to
browse for the first time in over a year.
Little did anyone know that when we
closed our doors in 2020 how long
this situation would last. It was tough
going at times, but we feel proud of the
remote services we were able to offer
patrons throughout the pandemic.
We could not have done it without our
fantastic patrons! We are so thankful
for all of the kind words which kept
us motivated while we were closed
to the public. Library staff would
like to thank all of you who stuck
with us through the last year and
participated in our remote services:
online programming, curbside pick-up
service, book bundles, craft kit orders,
and more. Having said that, we also
welcome back all those who did not
have a chance to use the library during
the last year and hope you’ll take
advantage of all we have to offer. After
all, you only need a library card!
How do you get a library card during
these times? Please stop by or give
us a call at 608-838-9030. If you
prefer not to enter the building, we
have a web only card application on
our website where you can get access
to all our online resources and digital
library.
We also are continuing our curbside
pick-up service for those that feel
safer picking up their materials outside
of the library.
As we go forward and more of the
public and our staff get vaccinated,
we will take steps to add back many of
the services that we had offered prepandemic.
Please visit our website,
mcfarlandlibrary.org, for the most
up-to-date hours of operation and
available services. Thanks again for
your support!
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
VIRTUAL STORY TIMES:
SUMMER
( J U N E 1 – J U LY 3 1 )

*Storytime offerings are subject to change.
For the most up to date schedule please
check the library website and social media
posts for the most up to date information.
Monday Storytime (Facebook Live) Mondays at 9:30am
Storytime continues online through the
summer. It will be a mix of movement,
music, early literacy activities, and books.
Online Baby Bounce (Facebook Live) Tuesdays at 9:30am
Join us as we share rhymes, stories, songs,
and activities to entertain our little ones (018 mos.). This is an opportunity to introduce
your little one to different early literacy skills,
motor learning activities, and more.
Saturday Virtual Storytime
(Pre-recorded) - Saturdays at 9:30am
Online storytime programs continue this
summer on Saturday morning. Join Ms.
Heather for an online storytime featuring
different books, songs, and activities each
week.

SUMMER LIBRARY
PROGRAMS

*All events are subject to change. For the
most up to date event calendar please
check the library website and social media
posts for the most up to date information.
Summer Reading
“Reading Colors Your World” is the theme
for the 2021 Summer Library Program.
This program, which is sponsored by the
E.D. Locke Public Library, encourages
recreational reading and library usage
by the McFarland community during the
summer. The library offers four program
levels:
• Rubber Ducky (ages Birth through 4)
• Elementary Reader (4k – 5th grade)
• Teen Readers (6th – 12th grade)
• Adult Readers (ages 18 and over)
This year the library will be using online
registration and tracking through
Beanstack. Registration begins on June
1st and goes through August 31st.
Virtual Puppet Club (June 11 - July 23)
Fridays at 9:00am
Virtual puppet club is back this summer.
Participants receive puppet building kits
for this program. Every Friday there will
be an instructional video posted that will
show how to build that week’s puppet and
learn how to perform with our puppets.
Registration available on the library
website starting June 1st.

Zumbini Session IV (June 2 – July 28)
Wednesdays at 9:00am via Zoom
Join Ms. Heather as she leads Zumbini
classes Wednesday mornings. These
classes are specially designed to
encourage learning and foster bonding
through music and movement. Registration
is required for this program.

FA B U LO U S S U M M E R
F A M I LY F A R E
PERFORMERS

*These events will be live streamed
through the library Facebook page. Events
subject to change. Please check the library
website or social media site for up-to-date
information.
Magic Morgan and Liliana
June 10th at 2:00pm
Magic Morgan
& Liliana will
amaze and
astound
you, make
you laugh,
and make
you wonder.
Their show is
a theatrical
event for
the entire
family, full
of moments
that take your
breath away.
Objects seem to appear from nowhere
and defy gravity. The broken appear to be
made whole. Magical objects defy gravity.
People of all ages can enjoy Magic Morgan
& Liliana’s Grand illusions, live animals,
comedy and audience participation. Join
them for a unique, magical journey with a
powerful message that creates memories
for a lifetime.
Frog Chorus Nature Education
June 17th at 2:00pm
Through the use of songs, stories,
movement, riddles, and audio/visual
materials, students are actively engaged in
learning. Live animals and animal artifacts
are used when appropriate to enhance the
learning.
Wendy & DB – June 24th at 2:00pm
Wendy & DB, an award-winning kindie duo
from Chicago, with two guitars, a ukulele,
and their voices, write and perform songs
about science, nature, diversity, animals,
safety, and the arts. Their unique style is
reflected in the music and catchy lyrics
along with their vocal harmonies. They
examine the world with curiosity and what
you experience is just plain fun!
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CHILDREN’S
PROGRAMS CONTINUED
Zumba Kids Dance Party
July 8th at 2:00pm
Join Ms. Heather as she leads a live
Zumba for kids dance party. This is
a physical activity program features
dancing and playing movement
games. Open for ages 4 - 10 years. By
registering, you will be sent Zoom invites
for this session.
Art Cart EXTRA! – July 10th from
10:00am - 12:00pm
The Madison Museum of Contemporary
Art will be bringing the Art Cart EXTRA to
the discovery park outside the library in
the morning.
Milwaukee Steve – July 15th at
2:00pm
Steve combines his 35+ years of passion
for performing to create a show that
audience members find entertaining,
engaging and (most of all) FUN! The
combination of juggling, humor, and
music will have you cheering along.

Virtual Puppet Club Presentation
July 30th at 2:00pm
This summer the library hosted our
second virtual puppet club for students
in grades K-12. They have worked hard
learning all the different aspects of
theatre and now they are ready to share
what they have learned. You are invited
to come watch as they shine in original
dramatic and musical pieces for all ages.

TEEN
PROGRAMS
Dungeons and Dragons Club
Whether a first-time player or total expert,
all are welcome at this collaborative roleplaying game! Space is limited so players
must register and be willing to commit to the
weekly campaign.
Mondays, June 7th-August 2nd, 3:00pm4:30pm.

PROGRAMMING &
STORY TIMES:
SEPTEMBER 2021

*Storytime offerings are subject to
change. For the most up to date schedule
please check the library website and
social media posts for the most up to
date information.
Toddler Monday Storytimes
Mondays at 9:30am & 10:30am
Drop by for storytime geared just for
toddlers. It will be a mix of toddler
movement, music, and storytelling. Little
minds will learn, play, and explore with
stories, fingerplays, songs, and more. No
registration required.

Snack & Chat
What’s better than eating food with friends?
Connect with people through the library on
Zoom while enjoying a treat! Snack To-Go
bags will be available at the library for pickup.
Tuesdays, June 8th-August 3rd, 2:00pm3:00pm

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 9:30am & 10:30am
Preschool Storytime features stories,
songs, dances, activities, and more. Each
week will feature a new theme to delight
and entertain our early readers as they
learn through early literacy activities. No
registration required.
Blue Willow Chinese Dance
July 22nd at 2:00pm
A local Chinese dance group, the Blue
Willow Chinese Dance group has a
vast repertoire that includes traditional
Chinese court and folk dances. The
classical dances include a warrior sword
dance and a spectacular “Rainbow
Ribbon’ dance, performed with two 30foot ribbons.
Folk dances
celebrate
the harvest
season and
the Chinese
New Year. They
will share not
only dances
but teach
about the
rich history
of Chinese
culture.
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Baby & Me Time
Wednesdays at 9:30am & 10:30am
Baby & Me Time is designed to engage
our little ones in early literacy and
learning activities. Each week we will
share stories, songs, rhymes, fingerplays,
and activities around a theme. After
the program ends, we have a sensory
play time for out little ones as well as
socialization. No registration required.
Saturday Virtual Storytime
(Prerecorded) – Saturdays at 9:30am
Online storytime programs continue this
summer on Saturday morning. Join Ms.
Heather for an online storytime featuring
different books, songs, and activities
each week.

Crafternoon
Calling all creative and artsy teens!
Crafternoon gives teens a chance to chat
with friends on Zoom while working on a
craft project. Every week alternates between
working on your own project and a group
project with supplies you pick up from the
library.
Wednesdays, June 9th-August 4th, 3:00pm4:00pm
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TEEN
PROGRAMS
CONTINUED

Teen Hangout
Hangout with your friends on Thursday
afternoon! Every week on Zoom, you’ll have
time to chat with people and participate in
the weekly activity. The group will be doing
things like virtual escape rooms, playing
Jackbox games, trivia, Mafia, and so much
more! Check it out the full activity schedule
at mcfarlandlibrary.org/teen.
Thursdays, June 10th-August 5th, 4:30pm5:30pm
Book Club
When you finish a really great book, do you
ever just want to shout it from the rooftops?
This laid-back, easy going book club is an
opportunity for all teen readers to tell others
about the books they are most excited
about. Join the library on Zoom this summer
to discuss all things BOOKS!
Twice a month on Thursdays, June 10th &
24th, July 8th & 22nd, August 5th & 19th,
3:30pm-4:30pm

EVENTS FOR ADULTS
AT THE LIBRARY
Greetings! We’re looking forward to a funfilled summer. All our events are currently
held virtually via Zoom—visit our website,
www.mcfarlandlibrary.org, for more
information and to register for programs.
If you’re unfamiliar with Zoom, Adult
Services Librarian
Ann is happy to
help! Just call or
email to schedule
some practice
time.
We’re hosting a
Summer Reading
Challenge for
adults again this
year in Beanstack!
This summer’s
theme is Color Your World. Once you
have a Beanstack account, signing up
for new challenges like Summer Reading
is a breeze. Plus, you’ll be able to enter
drawings for fun prizes!
Registration for Take & Make craft kits for
adults opens on the first Monday of the
month. Sign up on our website to reserve

STO P FO R E M E RG E N CY
VEHICLES
McFarland Fire & Rescue needs your help, McFarland! We
have been experiencing several close calls in front of the
Fire Station. When we return for calls and back into our Fire
Station, many things can go wrong. Especially during school
times when children are coming or going from CEPS. We
must back the trucks into the Fire Station while watching for
children in the back and sometimes the front of the trucks,
traffic coming from two directions, and making sure we do not
hit another truck inside the Fire Station. We have to do all this
with the mirrors only on our trucks. With how the Fire Station
sits in the afternoon, the sun makes it difficult and sometimes
impossible to see inside the station through the mirrors.

Did you know Wisconsin Statue 346.455 requires vehicles
to stop not less than 30 feet and remain stopped when an
emergency vehicle is about to or is backing into a fire station?
The owner is liable for the vehicle not complying, and if a
member of the Fire Department reports the incident to police,
the owner will be issued a citation. Of course, we do not want
that to be needed; we want people to help keep us safe, the
children in the area safe, and themselves safe.
When you see us backing in, please stop for a few minutes
and let us back into the station!
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yours. Our kits often use Creativebug
video demonstrations—you can access
Creativebug’s thousands of craft tutorials
for free with your library card through our
website. Happy making!

We have a new YouTube channel! Visit
www.youtube.com/McFarlandLibrary
for book recommendations, program
recordings, online resource tutorials, and
more. Subscribe so you don’t miss new
content!
We’re always adding more special events
and guest speakers, so be sure to visit
our website events calendar for the most
up-to-date schedule of both our ongoing
programs and special, one-time events.
Please reach out to Ann if you need
help selecting books or other items (or
just want to be surprised!), assistance
with our online resources, or any other
questions. Have a great summer!

B E A PA R T O F T H E
M C FA R L A N D F I R E
& R E S C U E FA M I LY
Did you know most of
McFarland Fire & Rescue are
volunteer members, and we
rely on those volunteers to help
protect McFarland citizens? We
need the McFarland community to help
us by becoming part of our family. We
need McFarland community members to
fill in gaps for our primary ambulance, fire
apparatus, and our second ambulance
staff. Our community is growing, and
we see a larger need for our services. If
you have ever wondered what it would
be like to be an EMT or Firefighter and
willing to attend a couple of night classes
a week for about a year, maybe it is time
to apply to part of our family. For more
information, check out www.mcfarland.
wi.us/firerescue-jointhedepartment or
feel free to call the Fire House at 608838-3278 and we will be happy to answer
questions.
SPRING/SUMMER 2021

S AV E
THE
D AT E

5th Annual Officer
Ryan Copeland
Memorial Golf Outing
Date:
Saturday, July 17, 2021
Time:
Shotgun Start at 8am
Location: Door Creek Golf Course
4321 Vilas Road,
Cottage Grove, WI
Mark your calendars for the 5th
Annual Officer Ryan Copeland
Memorial K-9 Golf Outing! This has
been an annual fundraising event
for the K9 Unit but was renamed to
honor Officer Copeland’s memory
after his death in 2015.

A R E YO U LO O K I N G F O R T H E
M C FA R L A N D O P T I M I STPO L I C E B I K E RO D E O T H AT
I S U S UA L LY H E L D I N M AY ?
The Optimists and Police are hoping to put together a version of the
rodeo for later in the summer when we can happily gather together.
Keep an eye on the Facebook pages for McFarland Optimists, the
McFarland Library, and McFarland Police and the Village calendar for
an event.
Meanwhile, keep riding with enthusiasm, joy, and safety. See you soon!
From,
Your Optimists of McFarland – For Youth

The McFarland Police K9 Unit
provides an invaluable service to
our community as well as others
throughout Dane County. This
program is 100% funded from
donations and fundraising, which
cover the cost of training, annual
recertification, equipment, and
maintenance.
If you have any questions or would
like to make a donation, please
contact Lt. Job or The McFarland
Police Department at (608) 8383151. We look forward to seeing
you there!

SPRING/SUMMER 2021
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AS H T R E E S T H R O U G H O U T
T H E V I L L AG E I N D E C L I N E

Chances are you have heard of Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB). In 2016, EAB was
discovered on the northern edge of
McFarland. Fast forward five years and the
effects can be seen across the Village. The
Village has been proactive in removal of
public trees and treatment of a select few.
However, once a tree becomes infected
there is little to nothing that can be done to
save the tree.
Please inspect your property to see if you
have trees that look like the shown pictures.
The picture shows flecking bark (light
patches) caused by woodpeckers feeding
on larva and other insects. Bark cracks can
reveal S-shaped tunneling by EAB larvae.
If you have infected ash trees, immediate
removal is recommended as they have
become a hazard. Residents should
contact a local arborist or tree care
company to schedule a removal. Please
contact the Department of Public Works
at 608-838-7287 if you have questions or
would like the Village Forester to inspect
a tree on your property that you believe is
infected with EAB.
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Here at McFarland Senior Outreach, we are looking
forward to a return to our annual tradition of a Senior
Picnic in 2021! We will continue to monitor the
COVID-19 pandemic and make changes if necessary.
Save the date for Friday, September 10th at the
Brandt Park Shelter located at 4601 Siggelkow Rd.
Food will be available starting at 11am. As in years
past we have plans for a delicious bounty of picnicfare to serve. There is no cost for the meal, but we ask
that you RSVP at 608-838-7117. Check our website
at mcfarland.wi.us/senioroutreach for updates.

SPRING/SUMMER 2021
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Stay tuned for the upcoming virtual open
house to celebrate National Public Works
Week, May 16-22, 2021!
The Public Works Department, with
assistance from the Communication
and Technology Department, will be
providing education about the Public
Works Department, a video demonstrating
public works tasks, and other fun events
throughout the week. Join us for themed
days through #NPWW Social Media Spirit
Week. Make sure to tag the Village of
McFarland in your posts so we can share!
•M
 onday Funday – Be creative! Build
something from blocks, share your kids’
construction/public works toys, sing a
song or dance, or color the 2021 Stronger
Together Coloring Page (coming soon –
check the Village website for updates).
Kick off National Public Works Week by
doing something that makes you happy!
#NPWW #MondayFunday

•T
 hankful Tuesday – Post what you’re
thankful for in your community that makes
it a safe place to live, work, and play.
#NPWW #ThankfulTuesday
•S
 tronger Together Wednesday – Show
us the people, activities, or things that
make your community stronger. Ex –
Soccer games at the park, group clean
ups, painting a mural, a frisbee game, etc.
#NPWW #StrongerTogether
•T
 hrowback Thursday – Show us a picture
of your favorite past NPWW celebration,
photo, or video. #NPWW #TBT
• I Spy Friday – Show us public works in
action in McFarland. #NPWW #ISpyFriday
Join us to learn more about and to
celebrate Public Works! Additional
information will be shared on the Village of
McFarland website and various social media
platforms.

2021 CONSTRUCTION

• C ounty Highway MN (Holscher Road to slightly east of North Peninsula Way)
• Reconstruct this section of road, including curb, gutter, sidewalks/paths,
terrace, bike lanes, and associated utilities.
• T imeline for this work is to begin in late May/early June and will take 8 weeks
to complete
•R
 enee Court (Lewis Lane to Exchange Street)
• P ulverize and resurface of this section of road

• Taylor Road (Near The Cottages of McFarland)
• I mprovements to the pedestrian bridge/culvert

•L
 ake Edge Road and Lani Lane/Pheasant Run area
• Storm sewer repairs

•C
 rackseal and Chipseal
• O ccurring on various streets when proposal has been approved
• Several large pavement patches throughout the Village

Thinking ahead…
Plans are in development for reconstruction of Exchange Street from Farwell
Street to Sleepy Hollow Road. Construction is planned to begin in 2024. We
encourage residents in the area to join one of the upcoming Public Information
Meetings (P.I.M.) for additional information and plans along with providing public
input. Residents may also submit their input to the Public Works Department
by email at public.works@mcfarland.wi.us. Input will be shared with the Village’s
engineering firm. The next P.I.M. is tentatively scheduled for October 2021.
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HELPFUL
HABITS TO
REDUCE
S TO R M WAT E R
Information provided by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Reduce the rate and volume of runoff by:
• D ivert roof runoff to the lawn instead of a driveway, sidewalk or
directly to the street
• Install rain barrels
• A erate your lawn to increase rate of infiltration
• M aintain a healthy lawn
Reduce pollutants in storm water runoff by:
• C lean up pet waste
• P roperly maintain vehicles to avoid leaks
• Keep leaves and yard waste out of the street
		 • D o not blow grass clippings into the street, sidewalk or
driveway
• Avoid overuse of pesticides and fertilizers
• L imit the use of salt on the sidewalk and driveway
• S tore and dispose of chemical properly
As a reminder, never dump anything into a storm drain!

RAIN BARRELS
CAN HELP
REDUCE OUR
S T O R M W AT E R

Rain barrels help to slow the flow of runoff
from roofs and other impervious surfaces. The
water collected could be used for watering your
garden, washing a vehicle, or be released when
the ground is not saturated. Rain barrels come
in all shapes, sizes and varying price points.
Utilizing a rain barrel can be a great way to
conserve water and its free water for you to use!
Some recommended safety features with rain
barrels include a clamped or friction fit cover
to avoid animals or children from climbing into
the barrel as well as a screen cover to prevent
insects, dirt and debris. Other components of a
barrel include a garden hose connected to the
barrel’s shutoff valve and an overflow connector
with a drain hose for after your barrel fills. Rain
barrels are typically placed under downspouts
for easy collection.
Did you know that during a one-inch rain event
54 gallons of water will fall on 90 square feet of
roof? That is enough water to fill a 55-gallon rain
barrel! Rainwater has been shown to improve the
health of your gardens, lawn and trees as the
water is “soft” and devoid of minerals, chlorine
and other chemicals that can be found in city
water. By utilizing rainwater, you can help reduce
erosion and pollution to our rivers, lakes, and
streams and ultimately reducing the amount of
storm water run off.

SPRING/SUMMER 2021
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VILLAGE BOARD

THE VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND

*All of the above officials and staff can be reached via email
using the format: firstname.lastname@mcfarland.wi.us (example:
matt.schuenke@mcfarland.wi.us). Additionally, library staff can
be emailed using the format firstinitallastname@mcfarlandlibrary.
org (ex: hcox@mcfarlandlibrary.org).

McFarland Public Works
5115 Terminal Drive
PO Box 110
McFarland, WI 53558
Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Phone: 608-838-7287
Website: www.mcfarland.wi.us/publicworks

Carolyn Clow............................................................................ President
Stephanie Brassington............................................................ Trustee
Michael Flaherty.......................................................................... Trustee
Carrie Nelson................................................................................ Trustee
Justin Rupert................................................................................. Trustee
Christopher St. Clair.................................................................. Trustee
Vacant............................................................................................... Trustee

VILLAGE DEPARTMENTS & STAFF

Administrator
Matt Schuenke............................................................608-838-3153
Administration
Cassandra Suettinger, Clerk/Treasurer.........608-838-3153
Communications & Technology
Stephanie R. Miller, Director.................................608-838-6717
Community & Economic Development
Andrew Bremer, Director.......................................608-838-3154

McFarland Municipal Center
5915 Milwaukee Street
PO Box 110
McFarland, WI 53558
Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 608-838-3153
Website: www.mcfarland.wi.us

E.D. Locke Public Library
5920 Milwaukee Street | McFarland, WI 53558
Hours: Monday - Friday, 10am - 5:30pm
(Building Open + Curbside Appts Available)
Saturday, 10am - 1:15pm
(Building Closed; Curbside Appts Only)
Phone: 608-838-9030
Website: www.mcfarlandlibrary.org

Fire & Rescue
Chris Dennis, Chief...................................................608-838-3152
Library
Heidi Cox, Director....................................................608-838-9030

Municipal Court
Rändi Othrow, Judge...............................................608-838-3764
Police
Aaron Chapin, Chief.................................................608-838-3151
Public Works
Jim Hessling, Director.............................................608-838-7287
Senior Outreach Services
Lori Andersen, Director..........................................608-838-7117
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