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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
We are delighted to recognize
Samantha Richards for her outstanding
commitment to volunteerism with
a variety of community projects in
the McFarland area, including the
Adopt-a-Playground project during
the summer of 2021. Samantha
embraces volunteerism as a family
affair and seeks out opportunities
to contribute to community service
with her husband, Travis and two
children, Riley (12) and Maverick (6).
Samantha heard about the Adopt-aPlayground opportunity and signed up
for summertime shift to tend to her
neighborhood playground located in
Egner Park. Her family has a regular
routine of an evening walk or bike ride
to reconnect and share about their day
together. Their daily sojourns expanded
to include a stop at the playground
to pick up trash and pull weeds. The
children would enthusiastically assist
and then eventually drift to playing on the
equipment to cap off the visit. Samantha
was eager to support the playground with
some elbow grease as she values the Village
of McFarland practices to avoid chemical
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SAMANTHA WITH HER TWO
C H I L D R E N AT E G N E R PA R K .

applications in playground areas where
young children are engaged. She hopes
her children will experience how even small
acts of volunteerism can make an important
impact in the community.
Samantha has pitched in for beautification
efforts on a larger scale too. She has
organized a crew for the Adopt-a-Highway
Program and tends 1.7 miles of Highway
51 between McFarland and Stoughton. She
coordinates clean up events three times
per year in on the designated stretch of
roadway. The most recent trash pick-up
yielded 14 large bags of trash.
She has a knack for thinking out of the
box too. During a trip to the grocery store
in February, Samantha was dismayed to
see rows of Valentine’s cards marked for
clearance. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic,
many school children were not going to be
participating in annual classroom parties
to exchange cards with classmates. Rather
than viewing this as another painful example
of missed opportunities, Samantha created
the “Spread the Love Project.” Samantha
quickly got the word out and sourced
Valentine’s cards created by community
members to be collected and distributed
to senior citizens. The idea took hold and
she received over 900 Valentine’s cards
from children and families in McFarland
and throughout the state of Wisconsin, well
beyond her goal of 500 cards. Samantha
coordinated distribution of the Valentines to
older adults in the community who receive

Meals on Wheels through McFarland Senior
Outreach, as well as seniors residing at
McFarland Villa, Williamstown Bay, The
Homestead, and Skaalen Nursing Home
in Stoughton. This gesture brought joy to
many older adults during a bleak winter.
The work of creating the cards had benefits
for the volunteers too. Samantha believes
that volunteering time for others is a joyful
experience in and of itself resulting in, “a
feeling that money can’t buy.”
Samantha was raised in the Racine area and
moved to McFarland with her family six years
ago where they are putting down roots. She
is so happy to have found a family-friendly
community and she embraces the village
as her home. In August of 2021 she was
crowned Mrs. Dane County and next April
she will be competing for the Mrs. Wisconsin
title. A cornerstone of her work with the
program is a dedicated commitment to
community service in McFarland and
throughout Dane County. She has been
leading by example and has embraced
opportunities for her children to participate
and make a difference. Most importantly, she
believes, “the act of volunteering develops
important foundational values of kindness
and care for others that she hopes her
children will carry throughout their lives.”
If you are looking for family-friendly
volunteer opportunities, reach out to Katie
Gletty-Syoen at the McFarland Volunteer
Program at 608-838-7117 or
katie.gletty-syoen@mcfarland.wi.us

SCHUENKE SNAPSHOT
Summer is winding down. School has begun. Football season is
starting again. The leaves are going about changing colors. And
construction season is nearly coming to a close. Though, most
of our construction projects in 2021 have reached or are nearing
completion, there will be plenty of activity beginning this fall that will
last well into next year as well that brings forward big changes for
the Village.
Projects completed in 2021 include a reconstruction of County
Highway MN (Broadhead) from Holscher Road to N. Peninsula Way.
This project was funded jointly with Dane County and converted
the old rural cross section to an urban design. A future phase will
carry this improvement through County Highway AB in later years.
Additionally, the Eastside Interceptor Sanitary Sewer was completed
this last spring. It also constructed a new bike path that connects
from Elvehjem Road to north of the railroad tracks where it currently
terminates. The trail will continue through the new Rosewood Fields
subdivision connecting to Prairie Wood Drive. The pipe generally
follows the path of the trail for what is presently constructed and
will eventually make its way north of County Highway MN to serve
undeveloped lands north and east of the Village.
While these projects are complete, construction on the new Public
Safety Center will begin in October lasting well into next year. The
Village Board awarded a contract to JP Cullen of Janesville on the
construction of a new facility to house our Fire & Rescue, Municipal
Court, and Police departments. It will be located at 6001 Broadhead
Street, the southeast corner of Broadhead and Holscher Roads.
The project is anticipated to take approximately 12-16 months to
complete. More information on the facility and its background can
be found on the Village website at:
www.mcfarland.wi.us/publicsafetycenter. The completion of this
facility was long studied on helping to address several existing
shortcomings for these departments within their existing locations
while also planning for their future growth. Additionally, it paves
the way to begin planning efforts for the inclusion of a Community
Center within the Municipal Center helping to reinvent the spaces
that these uses will vacate.

Comprehensive Plan Amendments. The east side of the Village is
specifically targeted within this work as we have added hundreds of
acres since 2017 when the Comprehensive Plan was last adopted.
This work will help to create new recommendations on growth
patterns and other regulations for these areas helping to serve as a
guide going forward. There will be ample opportunity for public input
and involvement on the project as we want to hear from the public
as we plan out these key areas of the Village. Stay tuned for more
information on this likely in early 2022.
Always remember there are multiple ways to stay in touch about
these issues and many more things going on with the Village. You
may visit the website at www.mcfarland.wi.us. This website has
been completely reconstructed offering new opportunities to
stay connected. Residents may also stay in touch with local news
through The Lookout (e-newsletter), The Outlook (print newsletter),
Facebook @villageofmcfarlandwi, Instagram @villageofmcfarland,
and the Village Administrator’s Staff Report found at
www.mcfarland.wi.us/adminreport. Don’t forget, residents may also
subscribe to news, announcements, and alerts by going to www.
mcfarland.wi.us/notify. As always, if there are any questions that you
need more information on, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Matt Schuenke, Village Administrator
matt.schuenke@mcfarland.wi.us
(608) 838-3153

Park master planning has continued over the course of the last
year and into this fall to look at William McFarland Park and the new
Community Park. Creating master plans for our parks helps to chart
future improvements and bring in new ideas into the park system.
Having this guide also lends itself well to capital improvement
planning by helping prioritize large and small improvements over
multiple years. These two parks are no different in that process, but
their plans are tailored to their different needs. William McFarland
Park is already built out with several different uses. This plan is
meant to address growth of those uses while introducing new
ideas on how these areas can be used in the future. The future
Community Park is a blank slate with no improvements presently
in place whereby we get to start with fresh ideas to build from.
The Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee will be
working on finalizing these plans in this fall along with working the
proposed improvements into other priorities within the system.
More information on these plans can be found as follows:
• www.mcfarland.wi.us/masterplanning-communitypark
• www.mcfarland.wi.us/masterplanning-mcfarlandpark
Speaking of planning efforts – the Plan Commission is working
on developing a Request for Proposal (RFP) that will seek
consulting assistance developing an Economic Development
Plan and updating the East Side Neighborhood Growth Plan as
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M C FA R L A N D I S LO O K I N G FO R
V O L U N T E E R S TO PA R T I C I PAT E I N A
N E W A D O P T�A� S TO R M D R A I N P I LOT
In collaboration with Dane County, the Village of McFarland is piloting an AdoptA-Storm Drain program later this year. Storm drains play an important role in flood
prevention. They help move stormwater runoff from roofs, driveways, streets, and other
surfaces to underground pipes or storm sewers that eventually make their way to our
lakes, rivers, and streams. Unfortunately, that runoff also carries pollutants, trash, other
debris with it to nearby waters including Lake Waubesa and the Yahara River. Keeping
storm drains and the area around them clean can help protect our waters.
The Village of McFarland is looking for volunteers to adopt local storm drains and
commit to keeping them clean throughout the year. Volunteers will be provided a kit
with a reflective vest and equipment to help them safely conduct their cleanings.
After cleaning, volunteers are asked to report the amount and types of materials they
removed via the web site. This information will be used to identify and help fix issues
at the source of the debris, optimize cleaning efforts, and prevent pollutants from
entering our waters.
It only takes about a half hour a month and it is a great way to have a ripple effect on
area lakes, rivers, and streams! Contact Katie Gletty-Syoen at the McFarland Volunteer
Program at 608-838-7117 or katie.gletty-syoen@mcfarland.wi.us if you are interested
in receiving more information about adopting a storm drain later this fall when the pilot
launches.

Mural located in McFarland at the corner of
Farwell & Taylor.

VOLUNTEER FOR WOODLAND
RESTORATION WORK
McFarland has some amazing woodland properties in need of restoration. As these areas are
restored, McFarland residents will find additional areas to use for nature hikes, educational
opportunities, and other outdoor activities. We need volunteers to help with manually removing
invasive species, brush, and downed wood that cannot be removed by large equipment. No longterm commitment or experience necessary! Woodland restoration workdays will be scheduled in
late fall and early winter.
If you are interested in volunteering with restoration effort, please contact Katie Gletty-Syoen at
608-838-2188 or katie.gletty-syoen@mcfarland.wi.us for further information.
Check our website for updates: mcfarland.wi.us/volunteer

RIDESHARING
RESOURCES

Looking for a more sustainable way to commute?
Consider checking out RoundTrip! RoundTrip (www.
roundtripgreatermadison.org) connects individuals and
employers in the Madison region with smart alternatives to
driving alone. The program is provided by the Greater Madison
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation. Its responsibility is to create a
network providing transportation services for local commuters at an affordable rate. From bikes, carpool, vanpooling, and busing, the goal
is to build a regional transportation system that works to balance roadway infrastructure and uphold healthy lifestyles to meet the needs
within the region. Sign up today to schedule your next ride.
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S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y
PLAN ACCEPTED
BY VILLAGE BOARD

Sustainability: “Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” Bruntland Report, 1987.
This is the opening quote on the cover of the Village of McFarland’s
Sustainability Plan, recently accepted at the Village Board Meeting on July 26,
2021. Over the course of a year, the Village’s Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee
met monthly to develop a Sustainability Plan aligned with the values of the
community. The creation of this plan is meant to contain a guiding vision,
measurable objectives, and targeted strategies (plans of action) intended to
help the Village practically implement ideas for operating more efficient and
sustainable. The plan is organized into six focus areas which includes Energy,
Transportation, Solid Waste, Water, Land Use & Development, and Community
Health. Through a community survey completed last spring as part of the
planning project, the Village learned there is strong interest from residents in the
installation of rooftop solar and native landscaping. Look for more information
on these topics, and others, in this and future Outlook newsletters. For the full
document, visit the Village’s Sustainability Planning page at
www.mcfarland.wi.us/SustainabilityPlan.

I K N O W W H AT
RECYCLING IS, BUT
W H AT I S E � C YC L I N G ?

E-cycling is when a person takes the proper measures
in the disposal of unused electronics, mechanical and
other household chemicals. Typically, these include
computer parts, laptops, phones, calculators, jewelry,
and various cleaning agents. Electronic items are often
made with valuable metals that can be removed and
repurposed. Whereas hazardous liquids and waste that
go into a landfill can have a damaging effect on the
environment. However, if the items were repurposed,
reused, and recycled, the materials can support future
production while ensuring a safe environment. For a
complete list of acceptable and unacceptable items, visit
the Dane County Landfill’s page at landfill.countyofdane.
com/services/clean-sweep/hazardous/household.
Want a simpler way to understand how e-cycling
works, follow the link provided to view the step-by-step
process: dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/wa/wa1627.pdf

NEW NET ZERO
PUBLIC SAFETY
CENTER
In August the Village Board accepted a bid from JP Cullen of
Janesville to construct a new Public Safety building located at
the southeast corner of Holscher Road and Broadhead Street.
A key component of the building’s design is the inclusion of
geothermal and solar panels to create a net zero building. What
does it mean to be “net zero?” A net zero building is a building
with net zero energy consumption, meaning the total amount of
energy used by the building on an annual basis is equal to the
amount of renewable energy created on site. The new Public
Safety Center will house the Fire & Rescue, Municipal Court,
and Police departments following its completion.
Feeling lost? Get caught up and stay informed with the
progress of the new Public Safety Center through the Village’s
Capital Projects page, www.mcfarland.wi.us/publicsafetycenter.
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INTERESTED
IN ADDING
S O L A R T O YO U R
PROPERTY?

TRACKING THE
SOLAR BENEFITS OF
T H E M C FA R L A N D ’ S
PUBLIC WORKS
S O L A R PA N E L S

Did you know that last year as part of a renovation to the Village’s
Public Works facility several solar panels were added to the
building’s roof? The energy generated from these panels will reduce
future costs associated with the building’s electrical demand. Since
its installation, the panels have generated over 18MWh of energy,
this is equal to over 28,700lb of CO2 emission saved and 217 trees
planted. To view the solar panel’s ongoing performance, visit the
Village website: www.mcfarland.wi.us/publicworks-solarpanels.

Are you a property owner interested in lowering your
energy bill? In the last two years, there have been 26
homes in the Village of McFarland who have invested in
rooftop solar panels. Residents can either work directly
with a contractor of their choice or have access to two
group buy programs. Through the Solar Group Buy
programs, acquiring solar energy has become easier
than ever. The program makes it so potential owners
can be confident an experienced organization will help
to simplify the process while finding the best option for
them. Luckily, residents in Dane County and McFarland
have two solar group buy options.

• Legacy Solar Coop has over 200 total members
in 2020 and their members continue to grow!
Included among their members are not exclusive
to residential homeowners but manufacturers,
churches, senior communities, school districts and
more. Altogether, they have provided over 3500 kW
of sustainable energy to the community. Visit www.
legacysolarcoop.org or call 608-571-4992 to learn
more.

1

• MadiSUN, originally serving the City of Madison
since 2016, are now looking to expand. Since their
initial start, up until 2020, MadiSUN have worked
with over 200 Madison-area homes to provide
solar installation. This generates over 800 kW of
renewable energy 1. Visit their website at www.
madisunsolar.com or call 608-255-4044 for more
information.

Source: Group Buy for Homes - MadiSUN (madisunsolar.com)
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SNOW
REMOVAL
REMINDERS
Don’t Blow Snow into Street
It is a violation of Village ordinances to
plow, blow, or shovel snow into Village
streets. This can cause a serious hazard
for pedestrians and motorists, especially
when you place snow in the streets after
the street has been plowed. Warnings
will be issued for the first violation and
citations issued for any further violations.
If you have any questions or concerns,
contact Public Works at 608-838-7287.
Keep Your Sidewalks Clear
Property owners are required to keep
the sidewalks that abut their property
free of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be
cleared of accumulated snow and ice
within 24 hours from the time the snow
ceases to accumulate. Failure to remove
the snow and ice can cause a serious
hazard for pedestrians. Warnings will be
issued for the first violation along with
subsequent citations if the property
owner fails to clear the accumulated snow
and ice. Questions or concerns may be
referred to the Community and Economic
Development Department 608-8383154.

FIRE WOOD STOR AGE

Firewood storage is permitted only inside and rear yards, but not
more than 15% of the area can be used at any one time. Firewood
needs to be neatly stacked, but not closer than two feet to any lot
line, and no higher than six feet from grade. Firewood cannot be
stored in the front yard of a property. Please remember property
owners who violate these ordinances are at risk of being fined.
Questions or concerns may be referred to the Community and
Economic Development Department, 608-838-3154.

HANGING
L I M B S , FA L L
LAWN, AND
LEAF REMINDERS
When doing yardwork on your property, be mindful
that tree limbs projecting 10 feet or less above public
sidewalks, and, 14 feet or less above public streets, are considered
a public nuisance and are required be trimmed. Low hanging limbs
are not only a nuisance to drivers, bikers, and walkers but a safety
issue as well. Property owners who violate these ordinances are
at risk of being fined.
When cutting grass, blowing, or raking leaves, do not place leaves or grass
clipping on the sidewalks, in the gutter, or in any public street.
Grass clippings from mower swaths must also cleared from
sidewalks. It is a property owner’s responsibility to remove
grass clippings and leaves from their property. In addition,
Village ordinances require that owners maintain their property
and keep lawns properly mowed. Grass and weeds cannot exceed 8” in height.
Property owners who violate these ordinances are at risk of being fined.
For your convenience, the Village has a drop-off site located at 5115 Terminal
Drive open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, where you can drop off grass clippings
and leaves. The site does close in late fall, please visit to the Village website
for details, or you can call Public Works at (608) 838-7287.

C H E C K M A I L B O X E S F O R D E T E R I O R AT I O N B E F O R E W I N T E R

Snowplow operators try very hard to avoid mailboxes when plowing streets. With daily exposure to the elements, mailboxes and their posts
can deteriorate over time and may not be able to withstand the rigors of Wisconsin’s snow, freezing rain, and high winds. Please check the
condition of your mailbox and post and, if necessary, repair or replace them prior to winter. The Public Works Department will repair/replace
mailboxes and their posts if they are hit directly by Village
snowplows but cannot be responsible for mailboxes and/or
posts that are so weak that the weight of plowed snow or
slush simply pushes them over.
The following are helpful guidelines provided by the United
State Postal Service regarding curbside mailboxes as from
www.usps.com/manage/mailboxes.htm
• Position your mailbox 41” to 45” from the road
surface to the bottom of the mailbox or point of mail
entry
• Place your mailbox 6” to 8” back from the curb. If
you do not have a raised curb, contact your local
postmaster for guidance.
• Put your house or apartment number on the mailbox.
• If your mailbox is on a different street from your
house or apartment, put your full street address on
the box.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

The National Fire Protection Association’s annual Fire Prevention
Week is October 3, 2021, through October 9, 2021.
Fire Prevention Week is a yearly event
instituted to educate the public about fire
safety after the Great Chicago Fire. However,
many do not realize there was another
wildfire taking place in Northeast Wisconsin,
and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan called
the Peshtigo Fire at the same time. The
Peshtigo fire had more loss of life and loss
of property than the Chicago Fire. Still,
because Chicago was a metropolitan area,
all the media attention was focused on
Chicago.
McFarland Fire & Rescue sponsors school

tours of our station and goes to schools to
educate young students about fire safety.
This year’s theme is “Learn the Sounds of
Fire Safety.” These sounds are often the
sounds of smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors sound within our homes,
schools, places of employment, and
recreation. Our tours instruct everyone to
have a plan in the event a fire breaks out at
these locations.

show all our apparatus and equipment to
fight a fire. We will also be available to help
with preventing fires. We will have our kiddy
firehouse for kids to put out the fire. Fire
Sprinkler Fitters Union-Locals 669 and 483
will be on hand with a Fire Sprinkler Trailer
to demonstrate how fire sprinklers work and
the importance of fire sprinklers in public
buildings and homes along with much more
safety professionals on display.

On Wednesday, October 6, 2021, McFarland
Fire & Rescue is planning on our open house
to take place. Our staff will be on-hand to

The McFarland Fire & Rescue would benefit
everyone to stop and visit on Wednesday,
October 6th between 5:30 p.m. until 8 p.m.

CPR
CLASS
U P D AT E
FALL�WINTER 2021�2022

Are you ready to help save a family member’s life? Each year over 360,000
cardiac arrests occur out of a hospital setting, with 70% occurring in private
homes, according to the American Heart Association. One of the biggest ways
to help a family member survive a cardiac arrest is by knowing how to do CPR
and provide it quickly. McFarland Fire & Rescue is associated with the American
Heart Association in providing CPR training. Due to COVID-19, we been unable
to offer larger public classes, but we have been able to restart small group
classes. We are hoping to begin offering regularly scheduled large group
classes by 2022. In the meantime, if you would like to learn more information
on CPR classes, please contact Mitch Sutter by phone at 608-838-2321 or
email, mitchell.sutter@mcfarland.wi.us.
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T O B O L D LY G O
By Skyler Phoenix

She watches the screen
Hopeful youth eyes inspired by
Kirk exploring and traveling through the universe
She wants so badly to step into his shoes,
Run as far as lightspeed will take her
She wants to see worlds that are welcoming
The passion and desire of a child
To race to the stars
Because Ear th is colder than a lunar sur face,
Her soul exposed without a suit
In an environment full of pain,
Space is promising
Stars are there
Kirk is waiting
For her to join his adventures
Going where no man has gone before

They grow up jumping
Hands grasping the edges of the sky
Never high enough to grab the moon
To pull themselves up,
Crushing weight of the zenith
Tears them down
On those dark dark nights
When the sky is blacked out by inky clouds
And the stars sing a somber song
That any breath could be their last,
The universe beyond this planet
Seems far more promising
Than the tear-stained constellations on their cheeks,
Hopes of a madman in a box
Kept them sane
When fear was the mind killer
Holding them back from prospering,
Slowly they pick up the pieces of themself
To make a vessel of passion

He makes his spaceship
Out of blueprints of his soul,
He has to tailor his own suits
Because the sizing society gave never fit quite right,
He says goodbye to the world around him
As the rocket ship is about to blastoff
Into the future with no turning back
The sky shines down with a smile
That he has finally stepped into Kirk’s shoes
And embodies all the hope and curiosit y
That he once looked up to,
Space is in his finger tips
Because he learned how to love himself
And the universe that explodes from his hear t,
His spaceship takes off
All the worlds lie just ahead
Waiting to meet who he truly is

I am in the stars
The cosmos is my own to explore and discover
My spaceship goes far across the universe,
Years yearning what lies yonder
Was wor th it
To get to this moment
One small step into the universe
Is a leap for my soul
Travelling where I will be accepted,
I shall not fear following my hear t
Because there is so much love and joy
When I understand that I am the
Starman waiting in the sky,
I will boldly go
To new worlds and civilizations
Stars that I discover
Knowing me for the nerd,
The captain,
The man
That I am.

A MESSAGE FROM
E.D. LOCKE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
If you are new to the community and have not stopped by the library
yet, please pay us a visit and get signed up for a new library card.
For those of you not yet feeling comfortable being indoors with
others, we offer other ways to get you a new library card and to
check out library materials.

Curbside Service Update: As we take precautions to avoid
spreading the Delta variant of COVID-19, please be aware that
library continues to offer curbside service. You can make an
appointment on our website or give us a call and we can make one
for you!

Please give us a call at 608-838-9030 or check out our website at
www.mcfarlandlibrary.org for information regarding:
• Applying for a library card
• Curbside pickup service
• Book Bundles
• Virtual and outdoor programming
• Digital library and on-line resources

Current Curbside Hours:
• Monday - Thursday… 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.
• Fridays & Saturdays … 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
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A D U LT L I B R A R Y P R O G R A M S
Happy fall, everyone!

Our programming for the next few months
is a mix of in-person and virtual – be sure
to note if the program you are interested in
will be held in-person or over Zoom. A few
programming highlights:
Zumba for adults returns via Zoom in
September. Workout in the comfort of your
own home! And good news if you prefer
to work out privately – the only camera
that’s on during the workout is that of the
instructor. The workout is designed with
adults in mind, but all ages are welcome.

Mystery Book Club is back, too! We will
be meeting in person in the library’s
conference room. Visit our website or stop
in to see what we will be reading and check
out a copy of the month’s selection while
you are here. New attendees are always
welcome.

Check our website for other fun programs,
like cooking demonstrations and
educational programs. And don’t forget!
We still offer custom book bundles and
curbside pickup. See you at the library!

Speaking of book clubs, we are pleased to
be launching the Thirsty Thursday Book
Club. Choose a book within a specific
theme each month. We’ll rotate meeting
locations where you can purchase an
adult beverage (not required, obviously),
because discussing books is thirsty work!
Check our website for the current month’s
meeting place. Anyone is welcome,
whether you have read within the month’s
theme or not, it is a great way to get ideas
for what to read next.

TEEN LIBRARY PROGRAMS

Graphic Novel Book Club*
This laid-back, easy going book club is an
opportunity for all teen readers to tell others
about the books they are most excited
about. Specifically, graphic novels! Join
the library outside (on the grassy area on
Anthony St.) and be ready to tell the group
about what you’ve been reading recently.

Teen Hangout*
Hangout with your friends on Thursday
afternoon! Every week outside at the library
(the grassy area on Anthony St.), you’ll have
time to chat with friends and participate in
the weekly activity. The group will be doing
things like craft projects, trivia, board games,
card games, Mafia, and so much more!

First and Third Tuesdays of the month,
September 21st - December 21st,
4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Thursdays, September 23rd - December
16th, 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Snack & Chat*
What’s better than eating some food with
friends? Head to the outdoor grassy area (on
Anthony St.) at the library after school for
some snacking and some chatting.
Mondays, September 20th - December
13th, 3:45 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.

Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.)
T.A.B. is a volunteer group of teens who want their voice to be heard at the library! The
group has input on library programs, gives book recommendations, connects the library to
the schools, creates a library newsletter, and advises the teen librarian on different matters.
Meetings are the second Wednesday of the month and can count for volunteer hours! T.A.B
meetings will be on Zoom and you can get the link at www.mcfarlandlibrary.org/teen.
September 8th, October 13th, November 10th, and December 8th, 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
*Program locations are subject to change. For the most up-to-date information regarding these
programs, please visit www.mcfarlandlibrary.org/teen.
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M C FA R L A N D A R E A
OUTREACH ENDOWMENT
The challenges facing older adults in today’s society are becoming
increasingly complex, and the number of these valued citizens
is growing. Unfortunately, as outside funding and resources are
stretched thin, legitimate needs for financial assistance can go
unmet by existing programs, insurance, or service organizations.
For the past 20 years the McFarland Area Outreach Endowment
has helped older adults preserve their quality of life and their
dignity. This is accomplished by working through the Village’s Senior
Outreach Services Department to provide modest financial grants
to support qualifying seniors. The goal of these grants is to enable
older adults to maintain their independence and remain in their
homes. Grants may address the following:
• Home safety and adaptive equipment
• Continuation of utilities
• Home maintenance services
• Prescription medications
• Unmet medical needs
• Lifeline and other monitoring services
Grants also allow the Outreach Services Department to offer
group education opportunities on a range of topics focused on the
specialized health and lifestyle challenges affecting older adults.
In 2019 and 2020, grants to individuals from the Endowment Fund
totaled $2,770. In 2021 matching funding has been provided for an
education program on how to prevent falls.
Funding for the McFarland Area Outreach Endowment comes from
individual and corporate donations and charitable bequests. Please
consider donating to support the worthwhile mission of the
Endowment Fund. Your charitable donation to this IRS-recognized
501(c)(3) non-profit organization is tax deductible. Your gift will be
acknowledged in writing. To contribute, please complete and send
the following form along with your donation made payable to the
McFarland Area Outreach Endowment.

BECOME AN ENDOWMENT
BOARD MEMBER
The activities of the McFarland Area Senior Outreach
Endowment are governed by a small board comprised of
community members. The Endowment Board sets policies and
administers the finances of the endowment fund in accordance
with established bylaws, formal grant approval guidelines, and a
strict investment policy.
We are seeking new members to serve on the Board. Elected
terms are for two years. The Board typically meets quarterly,
requiring a normal annual time commitment of less than 12
hours. If you are interested in supporting older adults in our
community, join the Endowment Board. Contact Lori Anderson,
Senior Outreach Services Director, at 608-838-7117 to get
involved.
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C O F F E E I N T H E PA R K

McFarland Senior Outreach hosted bimonthly Coffee in the Park events during the summer of 2021 with a robust turnout! Older adults
gathered with McFarland Senior Outreach staff to reconnect and socialize at Lewis Park Shelter and Brandt Park Shelter. Hot coffee and
delectable homemade pastries from local business Eilish Grace Bakery were provided free of charge. Participants were gifted newly
branded insulated travel coffee cups courtesy of McFarland Senior Outreach, and each event had a lucky winner taking home a door prize.
Coffee in the Park events are free and open to all area seniors. We plan to continue a regular Senior Coffee Hour during fall and winter.
Check out our website at www.mcfarland.wi.us/senioroutreach for information about future dates and location.
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MCFARLAND SENIOR OUTREACH TO OFFER
“STEPPING ON” WORKSHOP FOR FALL PREVENTION
Falls may not seem an obvious topic for a
casual gathering of active older adults. But
mention the subject, and it quickly takes
center stage. For one person, it’s the story
of an older relative whose fear of falling
keeps them homebound. For another, it’s
their worry about a spouse who won’t admit
that falling has become a problem. No
matter the variety of personal experiences,
however, everyone will agree older adults
don’t want to become a fall-injury statistic.

recognize their risk in the first place. Classes
like Stepping On make people aware of
hazards they take for granted at home or out
in the community. Instead of scaring them,
though, Stepping On puts the problemsolving in their hands.
Katherine Bowen - a busy community
activist and grandmother - is also a peer
leader for the Stepping On program in
Dane County. She agrees that awareness
is a big part of preventing falls. “That’s the
thing I practice to this day. I learned to pay
attention to my surroundings as well as build
my strength,” she says. “When you see what
you can do -- the changes you can make in

your life -- it really gives you confidence.”
Stepping On workshops meet once a week
for seven weeks. Participants hear from
community safety experts like pharmacists
and vision specialists and learn exercises to
improve balance and build strength. Anyone
over 60 who has fallen or is concerned
about falling should consider taking a
Stepping On workshop. McFarland Senior
Outreach is planning to host a Stepping On
workshop series Fall of 2021. If you have
questions or would like to register, reach out
to McFarland Senior Outreach at 608-8387117 or check out their website for updates
at mcfarland.wi.us/senioroutreach.

And their concern is well placed. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) reports that falls are by far the most
common cause of accidental injury for
older adults in the US. Each
year, 2.3 million adults over 65
has a fall, leading to serious
GIVE THE GIFT OF INDEPENDENCE TO
injuries in about 1 in 3 cases.
M C FA R L A N D A R E A O L D E R A D U LT S
At a local level, the picture is
even more grim. If you are over
65, just living in Wisconsin
Do you like to drive? Enjoy meeting people? Like the satisfaction of knowing you have made a
increases your risk of dying
difference in someone’s life?
from an accidental fall by
Volunteering as a Driver Escort with RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) and McFarland
more than twice the national
Senior Outreach is the perfect opportunity for you!
average, according to CDC
data. Icy winters and the state’s
Volunteer drivers provide rides to and from medical appointments for older adults in the
high standards for tracking
McFarland area who do not have access to other transportation. Drivers receive training,
fall-related injuries don’t fully
personal protective equipment (PPE), and supplemental liability insurance for the personal
explain the startling statistic.
vehicle in use during volunteering. Drivers are reimbursed for mileage. The driving schedule is
Public health experts say that’s
very flexible, allowing volunteers to drive as frequently as they are comfortable on the select
made it difficult to address the
days that accommodate their schedules. When a ride request is received at McFarland Senior
causes of the disparity.
Outreach, the ride coordinator will contact volunteers and drivers can accept or decline based
on their schedule.
Beyond the scary numbers,
however, there’s another side
If you are interested in volunteering as a Driver Escort, or if you have any questions, contact
to falls that older adults need
Katie Gletty-Syoen at 608-838-2188 or katie.gletty-syoen@mcfarland.wi.us
to know. “Falls are preventable
and they are not a normal part
of aging,” says Betsy Abramson,
Executive Director of the
Wisconsin Institute for Healthy
Aging. Abramson’s organization
supports training and
research for falls prevention
programs in Wisconsin
communities, including a
class called Stepping On.
“Studies in Wisconsin have
shown Stepping On reduced
participants’ likelihood of falling
by 30% after taking the class.
That’s a lot of bruises, or even
more serious injuries that
people avoided. It’s very good
news because it shows older
adults there are effective ways
to protect themselves from
falls.”
People want to be proactive,
but they need to know how to
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DELINQUENT
UTILITY
ACCOUNTS
FUTURE
CONSTRUCTION
Plans are in development for reconstruction of Exchange
Street from Farwell Street to Sleepy Hollow Road. Construction
is planned to begin in 2024. We encourage residents in the
area to join one of the upcoming Public Information Meetings
(PIM) for additional information and plans along with providing
public input. Residents may also submit their input to the
Public Works Department via email at
public.works@mcfarland.wi.us. Input will be shared with the
Village’s engineering firm. The next PIM is tentatively scheduled
for October 2021.
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Notices of delinquent water, sewer and stormwater accounts will
be mailed to homeowners, landlords and tenants in September.
Past due amounts will be placed on the property tax roll, with
penalties added, if they are not paid in full by November 11, 2021.
Once the charges go on the tax roll, they become a lien against
the property until paid.
In the case of rental properties, the property owner is responsible
for paying the delinquent utility bill even if the charges were
incurred by a tenant or former tenant. Landlords may check the
status of a tenant’s account by calling McFarland Utility,
608-838-7287.

S E W E R G A S S M E L L?
Occasionally a homeowner will notice a bad smell coming from
the vicinity of plumbing fixtures in the home. A “dry trap” may
cause this. This can be very dangerous. If a fixture such as a
shower or bathtub drain has not been used in a long time, the
trap may dry out and allow sewer gas to come back into the
home. Other drains to consider are the drains in the basement
floor or a seldom used laundry tub.

The smell from a floor drain by your furnace can spread fumes
throughout your home or business. The solution is to run water
into the fixture and allow the trap to fill up with water. Unused
drains should be inspected monthly. If this does not solve the
problem, call a licensed plumber for an inspection and possible
repair.
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✄

CLIP & SAVE

✄

2021 BRUSH CHIPPING AND
YARD/GARDEN WASTE
COLLECTION SCHEDULES

2021 Brush Chipping Schedule:
Zone 1 – Week of October 25th

Zone 2 – Week of November 1st

Zone 3 – Week of November 8th
Please follow the brush chipping guidelines below:

• Place all material curbside by 6 a.m. on the Monday of the
collection week. The chipping contractor will only make
one pass through each section.
• Brush pieces should be no longer than 10 feet and no
shorter than 6 inches.
• Brush should not be greater than 6 inches in diameter.
• Place the cut ends of the brush pieces parallel to the
curb and stacked in neat piles with the cut ends pointed
in the same direction as traffic.
• Material must be free of waste that may clog chipping
equipment.
If you set brush out after the chipping has taken place in
your area, your brush will not be picked up until the next
collection date.

2021 Yard/Garden Waste Curbside Pick-Up

The curbside collection of leaves, lawn waste, and garden
waste was converted in 2012 from a no cost service to
a fee-based service. Residents who desire to have this
material conveniently collected at curbside will now have
to buy and place a Village-issued sticker on each bag of
material to be collected. The one-time use, non-expiring
stickers will cost $2.00 per bag (up to 50-gallon size) and
will be sold in multiples of five. Stickers will be available for
purchase at the Municipal Building and addresses will be
collected for efficient curbside pickup.
All Zones – Week of November 15th (the whole village)
Please follow the collection guidelines below:
• Place all material curbside in open bags or trash containers
by 6 a.m. on the Monday of the collection week.
• All bags must have a Village-issued sticker on bags to be
collected.
• Include leaves, garden waste, thatch, grass clippings,
non-woody plant materials and evergreen clippings (less
than 6 inches in length).
• Material must be clean of debris or it will be left on site.
• Do not rake leaves to the edge of the curb or into the
street.
The above guidelines will
help the contractors do
their jobs more efficiently
and safely.
Other disposal options
available to residents are
to mulch and recycle the
materials yourselves and
to transport the material
to the free drop-off site
located at the Public
Works Facility at 5115
Terminal Drive.
For questions, please
contact the Public Works
Department at
608-838-7287.
*This article applies to
McFarland residents only.
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VILLAGE BOARD

THE VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND

*All of the above officials and staff can be reached via email
using the format: firstname.lastname@mcfarland.wi.us (example:
matt.schuenke@mcfarland.wi.us). Additionally, library staff can
be emailed using the format firstinitallastname@mcfarlandlibrary.
org (ex: hcox@mcfarlandlibrary.org).

McFarland Public Works
5115 Terminal Drive
PO Box 110
McFarland, WI 53558
Hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Phone: 608-838-7287
Website: www.mcfarland.wi.us/publicworks

Carolyn Clow ........................................................................... President
Stephanie Brassington ........................................................... Trustee
Michael Flaherty ......................................................................... Trustee
Carrie Nelson ............................................................................... Trustee
Justin Rupert................................................................................ Trustee
Christopher St. Clair ................................................................. Trustee
Edward Wreh ................................................................................ Trustee

VILLAGE DEPARTMENTS & STAFF

Administrator
Matt Schuenke ...........................................................608-838-3153
Administration
Cassandra Suettinger, Clerk/Treasurer ........608-838-3153
Communications & Technology
Stephanie R. Miller, Director ................................608-838-6717
Community & Economic Development
Andrew Bremer, Director ......................................608-838-3154
Fire & Rescue
Chris Dennis, Chief ..................................................608-838-3152

McFarland Municipal Center
5915 Milwaukee Street
PO Box 110
McFarland, WI 53558
Hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 608-838-3153
Website: www.mcfarland.wi.us

E.D. Locke Public Library
5920 Milwaukee Street | McFarland, WI 53558
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. (Building Hours);
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. (Curbside Pickup)
Friday - Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Building Hours);
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. (Curbside Pickup)
Sunday, 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. (Building Hours Only)
Phone: 608-838-9030
Website: www.mcfarlandlibrary.org

Library
Heidi Cox, Director ...................................................608-838-9030

Municipal Court
Rändi Othrow, Judge...............................................608-838-3764
Police
Aaron Chapin, Chief ................................................608-838-3151
Public Works
Jim Hessling, Director ............................................608-838-7287
Senior Outreach Services
Lori Andersen, Director .........................................608-838-7117
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