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Memorandum 
 
To: Village Board of Trustees 
 
From: Matthew G. Schuenke, Village Administrator 
 matt.schuenke@mcfarland.wi.us 
 (608) 838-3153 
 
Cc: Department Heads 
 Residents of McFarland 
 
Date: December 19, 2019 
 
Re: Bi-Monthly Village Administrator Staff Report 
 
Recent Meetings Held 

• November 13th – Public Safety Committee 
• November 14th – Volunteer Committee 
• November 18th – Plan Commission 
• November 19th – Joint Meeting of Public Utilities and Works Committees 
• November 19th – Public Utilities Committee 
• November 19th – Public Works Committee 
• November 20th – Complete Count Committee 
• November 21st – Senior Outreach Committee 
• November 25th – Committee of the Whole 
• November 25th – Village Board 
• November 26th – Communications and Technology Committee 
• December 2nd – Library Board 
• December 2nd – Personnel Committee 
• December 4th – Board of Zoning Appeals 
• December 4th – Community Development Authority 
• December 9th – Committee of the Whole 
• December 9th – Village Board 
• December 12th – Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee 
• December 17th – Public Utilities Committee 
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Current Events 
The following is a list of issues, projects, or activities that have transpired recently: 
 

• April 2020 Spring Local Election – The period for circulating nomination papers for 
Village Board positions has now begun.  Seats up for election this year include 
three Village Trustee seats (2-year terms) and the Municipal Judge (4-year term).  
Current incumbents on the Village Board are Mary Pat Lytle, Jerry Adrian, and Dan 
Kolk.  All three Village Trustee incumbents thus far have filed their paperwork of 
non-candidacy with the Village Clerk making public their intention not to seek re-
election.  The Municipal Judge incumbent is Randi Othrow.  Interested parties 
wishing to seek election to the Village Board should contact the Clerk directly at 
838-3153 or cassandra.suettinger@mcfarland.wi.us to initiate the process.  The 
cutoff for submitting paperwork to be on the April 7, 2020 ballot is January 7, 2020 
by 5:00 pm. 

 
• 2020 Budget – The budget for next year has been approved and tax bills 

distributed.  The Village Property Tax Levy was set at $6,366,250 which is up 
approximately 4.51% from the previous year.  The tax rate went down; however, 
from $6.77 per thousand the previous year to $6.49 this year or a reduction of 
about 4.11%.  This is attributed to a substantial increase in property value of 
approximately 8.5% from the prior year.  Overall the gross tax rate also went down 
as a result of this increased valuation from $20.59 the previous year to $20.06 this 
year.  The full amount or at least the first installment is due by January 31, 2020 
and the second installment if selected is due by July 31, 2020.  The Administration 
Department within the Municipal Center is open on December 31, 2019 until 4:30 
pm for those wishing to pay within the current year. 

 
• Aquatics Discussion – The Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee 

evaluated a few options for aquatics development in the Village at their last 
meeting.  Conceptually they looked at a beachfront development scenario as well 
as a splashpad, pool, and hybrid pool/splashpad.  The beachfront scenario was 
centered around McDaniel Park and trying to improve our current level of service 
at that location.  Options here are rather limited and at this time not desired for 
further study.  Lewis Park was used to examine the other three listed aquatics 
amenities.  The hybrid option was also ruled out due to its smaller pool size and 
other limitations with code requirements.  The Committee did desire to continue 
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to discuss as a concept the development of either a splashpad or pool option at 
Lewis Park and may at its next meeting entertain a proposal from our planning 
consultant to do so.  The 2020 Budget does provide some planning funds for this 
purpose and we will continue to discuss, explore these scenarios as appropriate. 

 
• Public Safety Center – The Village Board has granted approval on a Request for 

Proposal to seek assistance from qualified architects to plan, design, and bid a 
new Public Safety Center within the Village.  This facility will house our Police, Fire, 
EMS, and Municipal Court services.  The space that they vacate at the Municipal 
Center will be studied to add space for a Community Center.  The location for this 
facility will be at the southeast corner of Broadhead Street and Holscher Road.  
The land will be acquired via partnership with the McFarland School District as we 
continue to look to work together for the betterment of the Community we serve.  
Proposals are due back to the Village in January and likely be acted on by the 
Village Board in February with work to commence in March. 

 
This will be my last report for 2019.  I apologize, down the stretch I kept getting pulled 
away from keeping up with the schedule so a lot has happened in the last month.  In 2020, 
this will follow the Lookout schedule now that is established and my first report for the 
new year should occur sometime around the middle of next month.  In the meantime, 
please feel free to let me know of any questions or needs that are pressing.  Have a nice 
holiday season! 
 
Upcoming Schedule 
Please note the following schedule of upcoming meetings: 

• December 24th – Village Offices Closed 
• December 25th – Village Offices Closed 
• January 1st – Village Offices Closed 
• January 2nd at 6:00 pm – Volunteer Committee 
• January 6th at 5:15 pm – Library Board 
• January 6th at 6:30 pm – Personnel Committee 
• January 7th at 7:00 pm – Community Development Authority 
• January 8th at 6:30 pm – Public Safety Committee 
• January 13th at 5:30 pm – Committee of the Whole 
• January 13th at 7:00 pm – Village Board 
• January 14th at 6:00 pm – Public Works Committee 



 

 


