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Management Plan for Conservancy Parks
Village of McFarland

Introduction

Backgronnd
Management plans for the Conservancy Parks within the Village of McFarland focus on identifying

the existing ccological site conditions and prioritizing management activitics and recommendations
for future work., JFNew conducted interviews with city staff to obtain important background
information including pertinent base maps and in early August 2007, conducted brief site
assessments at cach park (Figure 1).

Based on the site assessment, the general ecological communities present within each of the parks is
described. This is not an exhaustive species inventory of each community, rather, the characteristic
species’ present and other site factors are used to describe the ecological community and its general
condition. Restoration recommendations and prioritization of restoration activities for each park are
listed.

Threats to Conservancy Parks
In general, the Conservancy Parks within the Village of McFarland are in various state of ccological

degradation. 'Thete are unique species and quality areas present in certain areas, however, most arcas
have suffered from invasive species infestation, lack of management, and stormwater impacts and the
quality ccological communities that likely once existed are not present anymore,

Invasive species outcompete native species and are typically found in areas where some disturbance
has occurted. Common areas where invasive species can be found include along trails or roadways,
along property boundaries and along the path of stormwater drainage. Invasive species can get a
foothold in areas that are not propetly managed, through processes that mimic natural competition.
These management techniques include burning, mowing and selective removal of woody species.
Stormwater drainage often brings with it seed of invasive species but also high nutrient content
which only encourages mote growth and expansion of invasive species. In addition, concentrated
stormwater can cause significant erosion in areas that are not intended for concentrated runoff. That
runoff ends up in receiving water bodies, frequently lakes and rivers, and contributes to degtedation
further downslope. It is important that any long term management program includes a more
thorough assessment of inputs into the Conservancy Parks that directly and indirectly receive
stormwater. This might include a review of the sub-watersheds that contribute to the park —
including an assessment of land use, soil types, slope, pervious and impetvious surfaces.

Each of the Conservancy Patks has opportunities for restoration; however, with limited funds, city
personnel, and the desire to provide the biggest potential result from the amount of effort to
showcase restoration success, there arc certain patrks that are worthwhile prioritizing, That is not to
say that the other parks do not deserve restoration efforts if opportunities arise; for example if a local
community group is intcrested in a particular park, these management recommendations will help
guide their way.

Parks to Prioritize

Those Consetvancy Parks that have the greatest restoration potential due to size, ease of access,
potential neighborhood involvement and potential to provide the greatest improvement in ecological
health are Grandview Conservancy, John Urso and Marsh Woods / Legion Memorial Park. Due to
their adjacency, Marsh Woods and Legion Memorial Park should be managed together.
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Grandview Conservancy Park %&

Existing Conditions

Grandview Conservancy Park is an approximately 25 acre park that consists of lowland woods,
marsh, wet meadow and oak woods (Figure 2). The park is bisccted by Creamery Road, and
completely surrounded by residential lots, except to the south, where a hunt club exists. Dividing the
southern unit of Grandview Conservancy is a mowed stormwatet cortidor, with a varied width swale
running through it. This corridor serves as a walking path for local pedestrians. The boundaries of
the park adjacent to residential arcas have been impacted by invasive (primarily ornamental) species,
grass clippings and miscellaneous debris. Management activities have occurred in portions of the
southern unit, primatily shrub removal and burning within the wet meadow.

Northern Unit

A small wooded island along the road consists predominantly of black locust (Rebinia psendoacacia),
with black walnut (Juglans nigra), cottonwood (Populus deltoides), black willow (Salix nigra) and green ash
(Fraxinns pennsylvanica). Cattails and reed canary grass dominate the marsh, though scattered wool
grass (Sanpus eyperinus) and soft stemmed bulrush (Scirpus validus) are present. Dogwood (Comus spp.),
willow (Salix sppl.), elderberry (Sambucns canadensis) and highbush cranberry (17iburmunm opulus) shrubs
are scattered around the fringe of the marsh as the topography transitions upslope to the oak woods.
Remnant bur oak and shagbark hickoty (Carya ovatd) trees 24” and greater are scattered throughout

the oak woods; smaller individuals are also present. Subdominant species include box elder (“cer

negindo), rved oak (Quercus rubra), black cherry (Prumns virginiea) and white oak (Quercis alba).
Understory herbaccous layer includes late floweting boneset (Eupatorim  rugosun), enchantet’s
nightshade (Circaca Intetiana), black snakeroot (Sanicula gregaria) and garlic mustard (Aliaria petiolata),
particularly along the northern park and residence boundary.

Santhern Unit

The unit is wetter toward the south and cast edge of the site. A stormwater swale catrics water from
the northern unit to the southern unit underneath Creamery Road. The swale empties into the
degraded cattail (Iypha spp.) marsh in the southwest corner of the site. Reed canaty grass (Phalaris
armdinacea) is a codominant within the marsh. Native species present include jewelweed (Impatiens
capensis), swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata), rice cut grass (Leersia oryzoides), beggar’s ticks (Bidens
cernuna), New England aster (Aster novac-angliae), spotted Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium maculatum), blue
flag iris (Iris virginica) and water smartweed (Polygonnm amphibinm). Lowland forest communities that
border the path are dominated by early successional trees including box elder (Acer negunda), silver
maple (Acer saccharinnm), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), aspen (Populus tremnboides) and invasive
shrubs including common buckthorn (Rbammus cathartica), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflord) and shrub
honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.). Grey dogwood (Cornuns racemosa), highbush cranberry (1iburnum opulus),
clderberry (Sambucns canadensis), willow (Salix spp.) and riverbank grape (Vitis riparia) are found
scattered toward the south end of the lowland forest and within the wet meadow. Herbaceous layer
within the lowland forest is lacking, but includes scattered sedges (Carex spp.), Virginia wild rye
(Elymns virginicus) poison ivy (Rbus radicans) and gatlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) particulatly along the
western boundary with residences. In general, towards the south, fewer trees make way for scattered
shrubs and a greater abundance of wet meadow species. Past management activities including woody
species removal and burning are evident in the wet meadow where a greater diversity of wet praitie
specics are present south and cast of the paths. While reed canary grass and tall goldenrod (So/idago
altissimd) are by far the most ptevalent throughout the wet meadow, there are desirable wet praitic
species present. These include big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), obedient plant (Physostegia virginiana),
bergamot (Monarda fistilosa), boneset (Eupatorinm perfoliatunm), swamp aster (Aster punicens), prairie
cordgrass (Spartina pectinata), saw tooth sunflower (Helianthus grosesseratus), and swamp milkweed
(Asclepias incarnata). Small bur oak (Quercns macrocarpa) individuals are scattered south of the path.
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Priorities for Restoration
Restoration ptiorities for Grandview Conservancy are:
Invasive Species Removal

removal of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle, buckthorn and multiflora rose using cut
stump and foliar treatment

removal of gatlic mustard using mechanical and approved chemical

removal of wild parsnip(along road right-of-way), reed canaty grass and tall goldenrod using
a combination of burning and chemical treatment

removal of cattail within marsh using a combination of burning and chemical treatment

Removal of overstocked woody species

reduction of shrub invasion into wet praitic via techanical and chemical removal and
burning

thinning of overstocked lowland forest and oak woods including elm, box elder, black
focust, black cherry

Treatment of stormwater

investigate potential of pretreatment of stormwater before entering marsh to the north using
forebay and bioinfiltration options

integrate multiple treatment options throughout the stormwater swale using alternative
bioengineeting techniques {i.c. vegetated swale or other treatment using native species)

Hducation of adjacent landowners

establish park boundaries

pamphlets illustrating most offensive native species and establish neighborhood workgroups
to target these

request clippings and rubbish be disposed of in appropriate manner

eliminate foot trails traffic from residences
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john Urso Community Park

Existing Conditions

John Urso Community Patk is an approximately 39 acte park that consists of old ficld, wet meadow,
lowland forest, scrub sheub, pond, marsh and oak woods (Figure 3). 'To the north is Elvehjem Road,
to the west is an old apple orchard. Active farm land is ptesent to the cast and Dane County Parks
owns farmland to the south. An old gravel parking area in the northeast corner of the site off
Elvehjem Road is currently torn up and not accessible. There are no trails present throughout the
site but bitd boxes are present in the old field and around the man-made pond.

Old field is present along the northeast and eastern boundary of the site. Dominant specics within
the old field include smooth brome (Bromns inermis), fescue {Pestnea sp.), Kentucky bluegrass (Poa
pratensis), Queen Anne’s Lace (Dauens carota), tecd canary grass (Phalaris arnndinaced), wild parsnip
(Pastinaca sativd), tall goldenrod (Solidage altissima), common milkweed (Aselgpias syriaca) with scattered
box eldet (Acer negnda), grey dogwood (Cormis racemosd), red cedar (Juniperus virnginiana), willow shrubs
(Salie spp.), wild grape (Vitis riparia).

A manmade pond in the eastern pottion of the site is surrounded by shrubby species including
willows (Salix spp), dogwood (Comus spp) and scattered box elder and cottonwood (Popitins
tremuboides) trecs. Emergent species are present around the pond including bulrush (Sapas 5pp.). On
the day of inspection, a great blue heron was hunting in the emergent fringe of the pond. Green
heron and wood duck wete present in the wooded ateas around the pond. The wet meadow swale
southwest of the pond is primarily reed canary grass. Though higher quality wet prairie species are
present in areas including blue joint grass (Calamagrostis canadensis), spotted Joe Pye Weed (Enpatorinm
masulatun), wool grass (Seirpus gyperinas), sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis), sedges (Carex spp.) and ditch
stonecrop (Penthorum sedoides). Pioneer trees and shrubs are invading the wet meadow along the
periphery.

Degraded lowland forest surrounds the wet meadow and includes silver maple (<Aeer saccharinamly and
box eldet, predominantly. Lowland forest grades into oak woods; the boundary is roughly located on
the attached figure. ‘The oak woods tise gradually from east to west, with the highest corner of the
site in the southwest. Remnant quality, open-grown bur oak (Qrercs sracrocarpd), white oak {(Querons
atha) and shaghbark hickory (Carya ovaia) greater than 24” in diameter asc scattered throughout the oak
woods. Subcanopy species include smaller diameter individuals of these species in addition to black
chetry (Prunus seroting), choke cherey (Pranus wiginiana), mulberry (Morns ipp.), grey dogwood, box
elder and American elm (Ubwns americana). Toward the west boundary of the propeity, a few sugar
maple (Acer saccharny) are present. Invasive shrub honeysuckle (Lowicera spp.), common buckthorn
(Rbamnus cathartica) and multiflora rose (Rosa wmuftiflora) are present throughout the vak woods.
fletbaceous understory species include black snakeroot (Samisularia sp.), smartweed (Pofygonum
virginianun), enchanter’s nightshade (Ciraea lutetiand), sedges (Carex spp.), wild geranium (Geranino
maclatuns), bottlebrush grass (Hystrioc patuld), fowl manna grass (Gheeria sp.), Jack in the pulpit
(Arisaema triphylium), Virginia creeper (Parthinocissus quinguefolia), black raspberry (Rubas occidentalis).
Gatlic mustard (Alliaria petiolatd) is invading from the periphety and dominates the southern and
southwestern portion of the oak woods. Remnant debris from the orchard, west of the property, is
scattered along the property boundaty.

The degraded massh is dominated by cattails (Typha spp.) and reed canary grass with willow, silver

maple, aspen and grey dogwood scattercd around the fringe. Islands of willow trees and shrubs are
scattered north of the massh throughout the wet meadow.
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A manmade ditch runs east — west to bisect the northern quarter of the site. An average of 1-2’ wide
and deep, this diech supports emergent species, and carries existing stormwater from the north
during and after heavy rain events. Stormwater enters the site from the northwest through a culvert
under Elvehjem Road.

Priorities for Restoration
Restoration priorities for John Urso Community Park ave:
Invasive Species Removal
e removal of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle, buckthorn and mulitflora rose using cut
stump and foliar treatment
e removal of garlic mustard using mechanical and approved chemical
¢ removal of wild parsnip, reed canary grass and pasture grasses (fescue, bluegrass and brome)
using a combination of burning and chemical treatment
e removal of cateail within marsh using a combination of burning and chemical treatment
Removal of overstocked woody species
¢ reduction of shrub invasion into wet prairic via mechanical and chemical removal and
butrning
o thinning of vverstocked lowland forest and oak woods including elm, box clder and black
chesty
Treatment of stormwater
® investigate potential to provide treatment of stormwater that enters the site from the north
using forebay and bioinfileration options
Remaval of debris from orchard along western property boundary
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Marsh Woods and Legion Memorial Conservancy Park

Existing Conditions

Marsh Woods Park is an approximately 19 acte patk that consists of old ficld, wet meadow, lowland
forest, scrub shrub, marsh and vak woods. Adjacent o the west is Legion Memorial Park,
approxitately 16 acres, with approximately 7 acres as a conservancy park consisting of wet meadow,
sctub shrub and marsh (Figure 4). To the north are residential homes and to the south is Lower
Mud Lake. There ate mowed trails present throughout the wet meadow and old field, with a narrow
woodchip path spur into the oak woods.

Old field is present to the north and cast. Though these arcas were apparently managed through
prescribed fire in the past, non-native species currently dominate. Dominant species within the old
ficld include invasive pasture grasses such as smooth brome (Browws inermis), Kentucky biuegrass (Poa
pratensis), quack grass (Agropyron repens) and reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinaced). lovasive spotted
knapweed (Centanrea masulosa) is spreading in the northeastern pottion of the site, along with wild
patsnip (Pastinaca sativd) and Canada thistle (Cirsinm arvense). Other species present in the old field
include Queen Anne’s Lace (Dawons carola), tall goldenrod (Sofdage altissima), common milkweed
(Aselepias spriaea), bergamot (Monarda fistnlosay, and blackberry (Rabus spp.). Scattered throughout the
old field is autumn olive (Elaeagnns nmbellata), honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.), grey dogwood (Cornus
racemosd), Chinese elm (Ubwns pumila), box elder {Acer negunds), honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.), wild grape
(Vitis riparia), areen ash (Fracinus pensylvanicd) and aspen (Populus tremnloides).

Oak woaods dominate toward the knoll to the southeast, and the woods gradually slope south to the
shore of Lower Mud Lake. Retmnant quality, open-grown bur oak (Qrercus macrocarpa) and shagbark
hickory (Carya ovatd) greater than 24” in diameter are scattered throughout this area. Less dominant
trees include hackberry (Celtés vecidentalisy, black chesry (Prunus seroting), common buckthoen (Rbamius
cathartica), and box elder. Shrubs and woody vines include bush honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.), black
chetry, grey dogwood (Comus racenosa), saspbetry (Rubus occidentalis) wild grape and Vieginia creeper.
Understory species include figwott (Souphularia marilandica), mayapple (Podephyllum peltatun), white
avens (Gemw canadense), enchanter’s nightshade (Ciraea Jutetinng), poison ivy (Rbas radicans). Lasge
populations of Pennsylvania sedge (Carex pensyivanica), and the state threatened yellow giant hyssop
(Agastache neptoides) are also present.

Degraded lowland forest (sometimes grading into scrub shrub) lies between the oak woods and the
shore of Lower Mud Lake. Here, common buckthorn shrubs dominate, with red osier dogwood
(Cornns stolonifera), grey dogwood clones, box clder (Aeer negnnds), willow shrubs (Sakix spp.), wild
grape, and trembling aspen also present. A fringe of marsh, varying in width, lies along the river,
Cattails (Typba spp.), jewelweed (Tumpatiens capensis), tall nettle (Urtica dioica), reed canary grass, sedges
(Carexc spp.), tiver bulrush (Seirpus fliviatilis), boneset (Enpatorinm serotinami), woolgrass (Seirpus cyperistus),
wild mint (Mewtha arvensis), vice cut grass (Leersia oryzoides) and self heal (Pruneila vufgarisy are present.

The site drops down and grades into wet meadow and scrub shrub to the west and south, Shrubs
have grown mote dense and numerous in this wet meadow. Dense shrub thickets border Lower
Mud Lake including bush honeysuckle, willow shrubs, grey dogwood, autumn olive and wild grape.
Herbaceous species within the wet meadow include sedges, swamp aster (Aster punicens), red osier
dogwood, giant goldentod (Sofidage giganted) and obedient plant (Physostegia virginiang).

The degraded matsh is dominated by cattails and reed canary grass with scattered willow, silver
maple, aspen and grey dogwood scattered around the fringe.
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The northern edge along the residential area includes scattered trees and shrubs of cottonwood, black
locust (Robinia psendoacacia), black willow, box elder, grey dogwood, shrub willow and shrub
honeysuckle, A clone of common reed (Phragmites anstralisy is present along the northern boundary of
Legion Memotial Park along the road.

Priorities for Restoration
Restoration priorities for Marsh Woods and Legion Memorial Patk ate:
Tnvasive Specics Removal
e removal of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle, buckthorn, autumn olive and Chinese elm
using cut stump and foliar treatment
e removal of wild parsnip, spotted knapweed, Canada thistle, common reed, reed canary grass
and pasture grasses (fescue, bluegrass and brome) using a combination of burning and
chemical treatment
e removal of cattait within marsh using a combination of burning and chemical treatment
Removal of overstocked woody species
e reduction of shrub invasion into wet prairic via mechanical and chemical removal and
butning
o thinning of overstocked lowland forest and oak woods including elm, box elder, black cherry

Village of McFarland, Conservancy Parks Master Plan Page 8




McDaniel Conservancy Park

Existing Conditions

McDaniel Park is approximately 9 acres, with approximately 7 acres as a conservancy patk consisting
of oak woods and lowland forest (Figure 5). The entrance to the conservancy comes from the active
use area to the south, a drainage ditch separates the conservancy area from the active use area. Lake
Waubesa borders to the west, an active railroad runs along the east boundary.

The southern portion of the consetvancy area is slightly higher and supports mote bur oak (Qwercns
macrocarpa), some of remnant quality, 187 — 24” in diameter. Other trees present include bitternut
hickoty (Carya cordiforwis), black cherry (Pranus virginiana), basswood (Tilta americana) and American
Blm (Ulmus americand). Understory species include common buckthorn (Rbammus cathartica), shrub
honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.), goosebetry (Réibes spp.), and dogwoods (Commus spp.). Dominants in the
understory include snakeroot (Eupatoriun rugosum), elm leaved goldenrod (Selidage wlmifelia), wild
geeaniam  (Geraninm  maculatun), Virginia creeper (Parthinodissus  quingnefolia), stickseed (Hackalia
virginiana), avens (Geum canadenséd), Canada anemone (Anemone canadensis), ostrich fern (Mattenceia
struthispteris), intecrupted fern (Osmunda claytoniay, wild ginger (Asarum canadensé), Virginia waterleaf
(Hydrophyflum virginianumi) and wild grape (172is riparia).

The park slopes to the north into degraded lowland forest where silver maple (Acer saccharinum), and
cottonwood (Papulns deftoides) dominate, some greater than 36” in diameter. Other trees include box
clder (Acer negunda), green ash (Fraxinus pensylvanica), with scattered red cedar (Juiperns virginiand) and
black locust (Robinia psendsacaciay. Smaller diameter individuals of these species, in addidon to
highbush cranberry (I77burmum opuls), grey dogwood (Cornas racemosa) and red osier dogwood (Cormas
siofoniferd) are present in the understory. In the understory, reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea),
sedges, jewelweed (upatiens capenss), meadow rae (Thalictrnm spp.), wild golden glow (Rudbeckia
faciiata), and rice cut grass (Leersia orygoides) are present.

Priorities for Restoration
Restoration priorities for McDanicl Conservancy Park are:
Invasive Species Removal
e cemoval of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle and buckthorn using cut stump and foliar
treatment
s removal of reed canary grass using a combination of burning and chemical treatment
Removal of overstocked woody species
e thinning of overstocked lowland forest and oak woods including elm, box eider, black chetry
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Siggelkow Road Conservancy Park

Existing Conditions

Siggelkow Road Conservancy Park is approximately 5.5 acres of mixed conservancy park and active
use patk (Figure 6). The east side provides access to the patk, which is mowed with planted maples
and conifers along the perimeter. Access from the south and west is blocked by residential
construction. ‘The north side is restricted by Siggelkow Road and steep road cuts, The west side of
the patk is dominated by oak woods, tising up to a drumlin that runs north to south across the entite
oak woods.

The vak woods support latge remnant oaks including white oak (Querens alba), black oak (Qrercis
veluting), and less frequently, bur oak (Querens macrocarpa). Remnant oaks range in size from 24”-367
in diameter. Other trees present include bitternut hickory (Carya cordiformis), black cherty (Proumus
virginiand), basswood (Tilia americand), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), box clder (Acer negunds) and
American Elm (Ulwus americand). Subcanopy species include common buckthorn (Rbamwnns cathartica),
shrub honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.), grey dogwood (Cormns racemosdy and young black cherry.
Dominants in the undesstory include wild geranium (Geraninm  macilatun)), Virginia creeper
(Parthinocissus quingnefolia), stickseed (Flackalia virginiana), avens (Genm canadense), wild grape (Vitis
riparia), poison ivy (Rbus radicans), Jack in the pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum) and gaclic mustard (Aliaria
petiolata).

The steep notth slope of the woods, cut by Siggelkow Road is dominated by crown vetch (Coronilla
varid), staghotn sumac (Rbas fyphingy and shrub honeysuclde.

"I'wo linear mounds are present on the top of the drumlin. One large lincar mound is oriented
roughly NNE to SSW, approximately 60 meters in length, three to four meters in width, and three-
quarters meter high. Some trees and shrubs are growing out of this mound. The notth end of this
mound is within 20 meters of the Siggelkow Road cut. The second mound is location in the
southwest corner park, The second mound is otiented NNE to SSW, approximately 20 metets in
length, three to four meters in width, and three-quarters meter high.

Priorities for Restoration
Restoration priotities fot Siggelkow Road Conservancy Park are:
Invasive Species Removal
e temoval of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle and buckthorn using cut stump and foliar
treatment
s removal of reed canary grass and crown vetch using a combination of burning and chemical
treatment
¢ removal of garlic mustard using mechanical and approved chemieal treatment
Removal of overstocked woody species
¢ thinning of overstocked oak woods including elm, box elder, black cherty, dogwood,
staghorn sumac
Slope testoration on Siggelkow Road
e Native plant introduction and appropriate crosion control fabric to stabilize slope
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Taylor Road Conservancy Area

Existing Conditions

Taylor Road Consetvancy Area is an approximately 6 acie conservancy arca that includes a portion
of a glacial drumlin hillside (Figure 7). The Conservancy Area is bounded by tesidential development
on all sides. Access to Taylor Road Conservancy Area is possible from a new concrete path located
on the west side but is also possible on the east side in an opening between residental developments.
Taylor Road Area can be broken into three vegetative atcas, nonc of which suppott native plant
communitics. These three vegetative areas are crown vetch (Coronilla varia) dominated slope to the
nosth, red pine (Pinus resinosq) plantation ro the west and steep shrub slope to the east.

The steep north slope of the Conservancy Area, cut by residential apartments to the north is
dominated by crown vetch with scattered reed canary grass (Phalatis arnndinaced).

The west side of the Conservancy Arca is dominated by a red pine plantation with a dense understory
of shrub honeysuckle (Laonicera spp.), box elder (Acer negunds) and cherry (Promns ipp). More open
areas within the pines support smooth brome (Brows spp.). :

‘The cast side of the Conservancy Area is also a steep stope to the cast. Dominant species in this area
are box elder, shrub honeysuckle and staghorn sumac (Rbus radicans).

Herbaceous species present throughout Taylor Road Consetvancy Arca are a mixture of invasive and
non-native species including bluegrass (Pow pratensis), smooth brome (Bromus inerwis), quack grass
(Agropyron repens), sweet clover (Mefilotns spp.), leafy spurge (Enphorbia spp.), spotted knapweed
(Centanrea macnlosa), goldentod (Solkidago spp.), Queen Aanc’s Lace (Dauens carofd) and Canada thistle
(Cirsinm arvense).

One linear mound is present along the western border of the area (west side of the pine plantation).
It is oriented roughly N to S, approxzimately 20 meters in length, three to four meters in width, and
three-quarters meter high. Because of its close proximity to the boundary of the property, there is
concern that it could be impacted by future earthmoving activitics associated with the residential
development to the west,

Priotities for Restoration
This Conservancy Area does not curtently support remnant native plant communirics, therefore,
recommendations include efforts to restore sustainable native plant communities, that may or may
not have been present here.

Restoration priotities for Taylor Road Conservancy Area are:
Invasive Species Removal
e removal of invasive shrub honeysuckle, staghotn sumac, box elder, cherry and any other
invasive shrubs using cut stump and foliar treatment
o temoval of crown vetch, reed canary grass and other invasive herbaceous species via
chemical and mechanical treatment
Slope testoration on notth and east slope
e Native plant introduction and approptiatc crosion control fabric to stabilize slope
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Thrun Marsh Park

Existing Conditions

Thrun Matsh is an approximately 6 acte park that consists of oak woods, lowland forest and marsh,
Adjacent to the north is the Indian Mound School Forest (Figute 8). T the south is a residential
row of houses, to the east is the active recreation area for the school and to the west is Conrad Jaeger
Park adjacent to the Yabara River. A small foot trail runs along the north side of the consetrvancy
park. Management, primarily temoval of buckthorn and shrub honeysuckle have occurred
throughout the oak woods and lowland forest.

Oak woods dominate the higher portions of the park to the notthwest and northeast and grade into
the Indiana Mound School Fotest to the notth, These woods gradually slope down to the marsh.
Active clearing efforts have occutred in the understory of the oak woods,  Bur oak (Urerons
macrocarpd), white oak {(Querens alba) and shagbatk hickoty (Carya avata) ave the dominant species
throughout this area. Less dominant trees and shrubs include black cherry (Prasus seroting, black
walnut (Jaglans wigra), slberry (Maras alba) and box eider (Aeer negunds). Shrubs and woody vines
include bush honeysuckle (Ionicera spp.), common buckthorn (Rbammus cathartiea), high bush cranberry
(U dbirnum opihis), gooseberty (Ribes spp), wild grape (Vefis riparia), poison ivy (Rbas radicans) and
raspberry (Rabus sp). Understory species include avens (Gemm canadense), enchanter’s nightshade
(Cirvaea Iutetiand), woodland soloman’s scal (Smikaciua racemosa), bergamot (Monarda fistilosa), Elm
leaved goldentod (Sofidags  ninifolia), Virginia stickseed (Flackelia virginiand), white snakeroot
(Bupatorinm rugosum), wood violet (Iiokia spp.) and bedstraw (Galitm $pp.).

An outlet carries stormwater drainage into the conservancy park from the east through the oak
woods and lowland forest, crossing trails and causing erosion. ln addition, an outlet carties
stormwater into the northwest shove of the marsh.

Degraded lowland forest lies between the oal woods and the marsh. Trees present include weeping
willow (Sadise babylonica), silver maple (Aser saccharinum), box elder and green ash (Frasinns pensylvanica),
Common buckthorn, red osicr dogwood (Cormus stolonifera), eldetberry (Sambucns canadensis) and box
elder (Acer neginds) are present in the shrub layer. Herbaccous species include reed canary grass
(Phataris arundinacea), jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), blue lobelia (Lobelia siphifitica), giant goldenrod
(Solidago giganted), giant ragweed (Ambrosia trifidd), clovers (Irifolinm spp.), blucgrass (Poa ipp) and
Creeping Chatlie (Glechona hederaced).

A marsh dominated by cateails, suppotts a narrow fringe of higher quality native species around the
edge. Cateails (Typha spp.), jewelweed (mpatiens capensis), reed canary grass, sedges (Carex spp.), dark
green bulrush (Swipus atrovirens), blue joint grass (Calanagrostis canadensis), arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia)
and burreed (Sparganinm enryearpani) are present,

Priotities for Restoration
Restoration priorities for Thrun Marsh Partk are:
Invasive Species Remowal
e Continued removal of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle and buckthorn, using foliar
treatment
e removal of tecd canary grass and other herbaceous invasives using a combination of burning
and chemical treatment
e removal of cattail within marsh using a combination of burning and chemical treatment
Removal of overstocked woody species
e thinning of overstocked lowland forest and oak woods including box elder, mulberry, black
chetry, silver maple and green ash
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Treatment of stormwater
e investigatc potential of pretrcatment of stormwater before entering marsh to the north and

east using forebay and bioinfiltration options
e investigate potential to provide treatment of stormwater along the drainages on site

Village of McFatland, Conservancy Parks Master Plan Page 13




Woodland Commons Park

Existing Conditions

Woodland Commons Park is an approximatcly 5 acte patk that consists of various quality oak woods
on a glacial drumlin (Figuee 9). The park is surrounded by residential and commerciat land on all
sides. Commercial land exists to the west and south, residential primarily to the north and east. New
construction has cut into the drumlin to the west and a recent retaining wall has been constructed.
Access is limited to a narrow atea along Lexington Road along the nostheast side.

Oak woods support a varicty of remnant trees 187 to 24” in diameter. Bur oak (Quwercns macrocarnpd),
white oak (Quercns albay and shagbatk hickory {Carya ovata) are the dominant species throughout this
arca. Less dominant trees and shrubs include black cherry (Prnus seroting), black oale (Omercis
veluting), American elm (Ulwns americand), box elder (Acer negnnds) and green ash  (Draxénsus
pennsylvanica). Shrubs and woody vines include bush honeysuckle (Lowicera spp.), common buckthorn
(Rbamnns catharticd), high bush cranbesry (Wiburmmm opnins), gooseberry (Ribes spp), grey dogwood
(Corntns racemosa), smooth sumac (Rbus glabrd), wild grape (Vs riparia), poison ivy (Rbws radicans),
Vitginia creeper (Parthinocissus quingirefolia) and raspberty (Rubus sp.). Understory species include
avens {Geum canadensé), Pennsylvania sedge (Carex pengylvanica), woodland solomon’s seal (Swiélacina
racemosd), thimbleweed (Anentone eylindrica), wild geranium (Geraninm niasilatin), brome grass (Bromsus
spp.), betgamot (Monarda fistulosa), Elm leaved goldenrod (Solidago  nimifolid), Virginia stickseed
(Hackelia virginiana), white snakeroot (Eupatorinm rugosuni), and bedstraw (Galinm spp.).

A large clone of prickly ash (Xanthogylum americannm) is present in the southeastern edge of the oak
woods. In addition to prickly ash, herbaceous species present in this area include Queen Annc’s Lace
(Dancus carota), tall goldenrod (Solidago altissinia), bergamot, brome grass and quack grass (Agroppron
repeis).

Three to four mounds ate located on the top of the dramlin. These areas have been flagged in the
field previously. Underbrush is thick, making it difficult to ascertain size and configuration; several
linear mounds and possibly one cffigy are visible. One linear mound is being impacted by a foot
path that cuts across it causing erosion. A rough camping area is present near the mounds and
includes a fire pit.

Priotities for Restoration
Restoration priorities for Woodland Commons Patk are:
Invasive Species Removal
e Continued removal of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle, buckthorn and prickly ash
using cut stump and foliar treatment
» removal of brome grass and other herbaccous invasives using a combination of burning and
chemical treatment
Removal of overstocked woody species
¢ thinning of overstocked oak woods including box elder, elm, black chetty and geeen ash
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Yahara River Park

Existing Conditions

Yahara River Patk is an approximately 1.5 acre park with an adjoining detention basin to the north.
The park consists primarily of lowland forest and wet meadow (Figure 10). Active management, via
iftvasive shrub removal has occurred in the past. Adjacent to the north is residential, and to the west
and cast is a continuation of the degraded lowland forest. The Yzhara River borders to the south, A
small gravel trail runs south along the westesn property boundaty, from the residential road to the
rivet.

Degraded lowland forest is dominated by cottonwood (Pepulis delioides), trembling aspen (Populns
tremuboides), willows (Salixc spp), box elder (Acer negunds) and green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica).
Common buckthorn, shrub honeysuckle (Lowicera spp.), red osiet dogwood (Coras stoloniferd),
eldetherry (Sambincns canadensis), staghorn sumac (Rbas fyphina), box elder {Aeer wegirndg), mulberry
(Morus alba), autumn olive (Elaeqgnus umbellatd) and willows are present in the shrub layer, Reed
canary gtass (Phalaris arnndinaced) dominates the undetstory.

A degraded wet meadow botders the Yahara River and is dominated by cattails (Typha spp.) and reed
canary grass. Scattered elderberry, willow and mulberry are present along with dark green bulrush
(Scirpus atrovirens), jewelweed (Impatiens capensis) and sedges (Carex spp.).

A vegetated swale for stormwater trearment running from the detention basin to the north is
vegetated with recd canary grass along with desitable native species. Water from the detention basin
must pass through a spillway before it caters the swale, then into the Yahara River Park. A 18”7
culvert enters Yahara River Park in the northwest, near the gravel entrance, which takes stormwater
from the residential area to the north,

Priorities for Restoration
Restoration priorities for Yahara River Park ate:
Invasive Species Removal
s Continued removal of invasive shrubs including honeysuckle, buckthorn antumn olive using
cut stump and foliar treatment
e removal of reed canary grass and other herbaccous invasives using a combination of
mechanicat and chemical ereatment
e removal of cattail using a combination of mechanical and chemical treatment
Stormwater Treatment
» investigate potential of retrofitting treatment of stormwater through vegetated bioinfiltration
swale
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Appendix A - Invasive Species References

WWW.ipaw.org
www.plants.usda.gov
www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov
www.dnr.wigov/invasives

www.nature.org
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Appendix B - Funding Opportunities
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