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Comprehensive Plan 

What is the Comprehensive Plan 
Update? 
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 A guide for future growth and enhancement for the 
Village over the next 10 to 20 years 

 A vision and directions for land use, economic 
development, housing, transportation, community 
facilities, natural resources, image, etc.  

 A complete update and replacement of the Village’s 
2006 Comprehensive Plan  
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McFarland’s Approach  
to this Plan Update 
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 Refine vision of what the Village 
wants to be, and communicate 
Village Board’s goals 

 Advance and prioritize initiatives 
for community growth and 
change, based on vision and goals  

 Serve as an umbrella for other 
Village plans, and a springboard 
for any future amendments  
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A Thoughtful Planning Process 
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 Overseen by the Plan Commission and Village Board, which 
held multiple public meetings and engaged in extended talks 

 Meetings with other committees and community partners: 
 Community Development Authority 
 Public Works, Utilities, Parks, Public Heath and Safety, Landmarks Committees 
 McFarland School District and high school students 
 Chamber of Commerce 

 Use of Outlook newsletter, Thistle, and Web to get word out 
 2016 Web-based community survey—258 responses 
 Presentation in June 2017, with notice to each utility customer 
 Final public hearing in August 2017 before adoption 
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Community Survey Values 
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0 50 100 150 200

Local shops and services…

Reasonable property taxes…

Home prices…

Easy to get around…

Other recreational resources, like parks and trails…

Good library…

Open space in area…

Lake Waubesa…

Close to Interstate and/or Highway 51…

Close to job…

Near friends and family…

“Village” atmosphere … 

Safe…

Close to Madison…

Good schools…

Please provide the top three reasons why you or your family chooses to live in 
McFarland. From the options listed below, please check your top reason (1st), your 
second most important reason (2nd), and your third most important reason (3rd). 

1st 2nd 3rd
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Community Survey Priorities 
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 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

Extend the Village’s off-street bike and pedestrian trail network 

Build a community center with spaces and activities for all ages

Provide financial incentives for new business development that would
not happen otherwise

Build an outdoor community pool

Improve the appearance along Highway 51 through treatments like
landscaping and entrance monuments

Build a splash pad or spray park, which is a type of water-based
playground

Extend bus service from Madison into McFarland

Help pay for new sewer and water lines to spur new development at 
the Village’s eastern edge 

Widen the main roads in the Village when they get congested, aside
from Highway 51 which the State is handling

What are your top three priorities from among the choices listed below?  Select 
your top priority (1st), your second priority (2nd), and third priority (3rd), if any. 

1st 2nd 3rd
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Comprehensive Plan Format 
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 Volume 1:  Conditions and Issues  
 Describes current conditions, trends, and projections 
 Does not contain policies or directions for future change 
 Volume 1 is not the focus of this presentation/summary 

 Volume 2:  Vision and Directions  
 Begins with an overall community vision and goals 
 Describes action-oriented initiatives for community development 
 Volume 2 is the focus of this presentation/summary 



Volume 2: Vision and Directions 
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Based on a Clear, Compelling Vision 
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McFarland will remain 
an inviting and vibrant 
village on the shores of 
Lake Waubesa, minutes 
from Wisconsin’s State 
Capitol.  McFarland will 
offer a social fabric and 
supportive environment 

in which all residents 
may practice their 

individual value choices.   
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Based on a Clear, Compelling Vision 
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The Village will maintain and pursue… 
  …a viable local economy built around responsible 
growth and revitalization. 
  …a proud heritage and downtown, adapted to serve 
modern demands. 
  …an emphasis on education and lifelong learning. 
  …safe and appealing places to live, work, shop, eat, 
and play. 
  …opportunities for recreation and respite, focused 
on our lakes and other resources. 
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Advances Board’s Strategic Goals 
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2. A well-run, efficient and responsive government that 
provides high levels of quality-of-life services to the 
community.  

3. A safe, healthy, and secure community.  

4. A government that promotes and supports active citizen 
participation in the community.  

1. A healthy and growing, regionally and 
globally integrated economy that supports 
local initiatives.  
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Volume 2 Chapters 
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1. Introduction & Community Vision 
2. Natural & Agricultural Resources 
3. Culture and Community 

Character 
4. Land Use 
5. Economic Development  
6. Housing & Neighborhoods 
7. Utilities & Community Facilities 
8. Transportation 
9. Intergovernmental & Stakeholder 

Cooperation 
10. Implementation 

 
  
 

Only significance of chapter order is 
that subsequent chapters tend to 
build on and be related to previous   
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Most Chapters are Organized Similarly 
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Each includes: 
 Cover page 

(see example 
to left) 

 List of policies 
focused on 
day-to-day 
decisions. 

 Detailed 
descriptions of 
the initiatives 
outlined on 
cover page. 
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Natural and Agricultural 
Resources Initiatives 
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 Enhance Access to and 
Quality of McFarland’s 
Lakes and River 

 Advance Resource-based 
Recreation in McFarland  

 Refine and Protect 
Environmental Corridors  

 Pursue Local Opportunities 
to Mitigate and Adapt to 
Climate Change 
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Culture and Community 
Character Initiatives 
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 Develop an Updated 
McFarland Brand  

 Enhance Community 
Entryway Features and 
Wayfinding  

 Reinvigorate McFarland’s 
Historic Preservation Efforts  

 Collaborate on Development 
of an Intergenerational 
Community Center  

 Support the Needs of Aging 
Residents  
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Land Use Recommendations 
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 Use the Future Land Use Map to 
Guide Growth and Development  

 Secure McFarland’s Planned 
East Side Expansion  

 Provide for Compatible 
Reinvestment along Lake 
Waubesa and in Residential 
Areas  

 Implement and Update Plans for 
Downtown Revitalization  

 Implement and Review the 
Terminal and Triangle District 
Plan  

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

Why Should McFarland Grow? 

The Village intends to support moderate, 
planned growth for the following reasons:  

• Accommodates projected land demand.  

• Captures a share of regional growth within 
the Village limits  

• Supports desired community investments 
and amenities, Expands opportunities for 
residents, including new shopping and jobs.   

• Provides a steady flow of new students to at 
least replace graduating seniors each year.  

• Expands the Village’s tax base to maintain 
affordable tax rates.  
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Future Land Use Map Guides Village 
Zoning and Expansion Decisions 
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Chapter also Includes Standards for 
Future Infill and Redevelopment Sites 
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Economic Development 
Initiatives 
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 Expand Activity and Welcoming 
Features Along Highway MN—
“McFarland’s Main Street”  

 Work to Advance Business 
Opportunities near Interstate 
39-90 and Siggelkow Road  

 Develop a Business Recruitment 
and Retention Strategy  

 Enhance the Community 
Development Authority’s 
Economic Development 
Function 
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Advances East End Opportunities 

21 
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Advances Vision for Hwy MN 
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Housing & Neighborhood 
Initiatives 
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 Implement a Resident 
Retention and Attraction 
Strategy  

 Encourage Neighborhood 
Development on the 
Village’s East Side  

 Invest in and Maintain 
Existing Village 
Neighborhoods  
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Utilities and Community 
Facilities Initiatives 
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 Stage Public Improvements 
through a Capital 
Improvement Program  

 Prepare and Implement a 
Municipal Facilities Master 
Plan  

 Site and Acquire an East Side 
Community Park  

 Update the Village’s Outdoor 
Recreation & Open Space 
Plan 
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Transportation Initiatives 
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 Implement a Roadway 
Improvement Plan  

 Expand McFarland’s Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Network  

 Explore the Introduction of 
Transit Service  

 Continue to Engage with 
WisDOT on Highway 
Improvements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

Complete Streets 

 

 

 
This graphic illustrates just one example 
of a Complete Street—for a collector 
road in a neighborhood setting.  In 
general, Complete Streets are roadways 
designed and operated to enable safe, 
convenient, and comfortable access and 
travel for all users.   
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Transportation and Community Facilities 
Map Helps Guide Major Investments  
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[Insert Future Transportation Map] 
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Future Bike and Ped Facilities also 
Guided 
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Intergovernmental and Stakeholder 
Cooperation Initiatives 
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 Manage Intergovernmental 
Agreements with Adjacent 
Municipalities 

 Serve the Greater 
McFarland Community in 
Collaboration with the 
School District  

 Practice Transparency and 
Inclusion in Village 
Activities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 



Next Steps 
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Top Priorities for 
Implementation 

30 

1. Enhance the Quality of McFarland’s Lakes and River 

2. Collaborate on Development of an Intergenerational 
Community Center 

3. Secure McFarland’s Planned East Side Expansion 

4. Expand Activity and Welcoming Features along Highway 
MN—McFarland’s “Main Street” 

5. Prepare and Implement a Municipal Facilities Master Plan 

6. Expand McFarland’s Bike and Pedestrian Network 

7. Practice Transparency and Inclusion in Government Activities 
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