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In drafting design guidelines for TID # 5 we look to land uses which make-up our existing Farwell 
St. or “Main Street” corridor and is really the backbone of this TID. Today various businesses, 
civic uses, residences, open spaces, parking areas, streets and sidewalks all make-up land uses 
along the corridor. This thoroughfare primarily served as a commercial link to the Village 
populace. In more recent times, the corridor morphed to serve as a link to a bigger market area-
namely Madison and Dane County. 

Today, successful main st. environments really are a step back to a time when local businesses 
sought to locate along corridors with a pedestrian focus.  Vehicular mobility is not ignored 
however; rather, new design ideas create a safe and mobile environment for pedestrian and vehicle 
movements.  Incorporating the following design elements will create a unifying sense of place 
within an aesthetically pleasing environment that can create destinations that recapture the original 
intent of a main street. 

BUILDING ORIENTATION 

- Provide ample sidewalk locations and corridor widths of one to three people for ease of 
pedestrian mobility. 

- Locate smaller buildings of one or two stories immediately adjacent to sidewalks (no 
setbacks). 

- Locate parking to the side or rear of buildings. 
- Coordinate vehicles and pedestrian circulation with development on adjacent lots 
- Install sidewalks on all streets, connect building entries to sidewalks, provide bicycle 

parking. 
- Locate service areas, mechanical equipment, and refuse containers to the rear of buildings 

and screen them. 
- Screen any roof and wall mounted mechanical equipment. 
- Construct parking areas and landscape islands with curb and gutters at the edges 
- Any onsite storm infiltration areas should be incorporated as site amenities. 
- Avoid deep building setbacks on buildings to avoid large expanses of parking lot or 

impervious surfaces. 
- We encourage sustainable design and materials in construction projects. 

 

BUILDING DESIGN AND MATERIALS 

- Design buildings between one and four stories in height 
- Promote high quality design by architects and design exterior walls to appear at a min. 1 ½ 

stories in height. 
- Avoid stock building designs 
- Discourage standardized franchise or corporate architecture and bright or highly 

contrasting color schemes. 



 

- Continue the architectural theme, design, and detailing on all three sides of the building. 
- Do not allow loading docks or overhead utility doors on street facing facades. 
- Provide overhangs along front facades for pedestrian shelter. 
- Design buildings so their height and scale are compatible with surrounding buildings or 

provide appropriate transitions for larger buildings to help reduce differences in scale. 
- Use natural building materials such as stone, wood, brick, and glass. 
- For larger buildings use techniques to reduce scale and monotony, such as window patterns, 

roof overhangs siding awnings moldings, fixtures, structural bays and articulated 
entryways. 

- We encourage sustainable practices with site development, design, and methods in building 
of any project.  

 

LIGHTING 

- Design pedestrian lighting in the front of buildings not to exceed 15ft. in height and parking 
lot lighting not to exceed 25 ft. in height. Select lighting to match or compliment any 
decorative lighting along the right –of-way. 

- Use building mounted lighting to highlight architectural features or main building 
entrances. Avoid general floodlighting or neon outlining of the building façade. 

- Use ninety degree down cast cutoff fixtures (without drop lenses) for all lighting. 
- Avoid lighting “hot spots”. 
- Keep lighting levels at lot lines to a max. of .5 foot-candles 
- Provide use of energy efficient fixtures and bulbs 

 

PARKING 

- Site parking to rear or side of main building.  Screen from street light views to minimize 
visual impacts. 

- Encourage shared parking between nearby building, parcels, to minimize creation of excess 
paved areas.  

- Provide safe pedestrian walkways from the parking lot as well as from any municipal 
sidewalks.  

- We encourage natural green shielding over hardscaping where applicable.  
 

SIGNAGE 

- Use on-site monument type signs with exterior lighting and integrate with site landscaping.  
Screen exterior lighting from direct view of street, sidewalks or driveways with 
landscaping. 

- With monument signs use base materials that are similar to main building materials. 
- Encourage combining signage onto one ground monument sign where there is more than 

one business on a lot.  



 

 

GAS STATIONS AND CONVENIENCE STORES 

- Limit the amount of unrelieved paved area on the site by using landscaping and other site 
design techniques. 

- Designs should provide an attractive appearance to building that is comparable with the 
surrounding area. 

- Design any on-site separate structures, canopy, car wash etc. with consistent materials and 
architectural details for a cohesive project. 

- Carefully site any car wash facilities.  No direct view should be visible from the street.  
Careful consideration should be given to off street noise, lighting, hours of operation, 
vacuum placement and vehicle stacking.  

 


